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October 20, 2025     		


On October 21, 2024, Brookfield White Pine Hydro LLC (BWPH) submitted an application for a Water Quality Certification (WQC) pursuant to Section 401 of the Clean Water Act, 33 U.S.C. § 1251 et seq., for the federal relicensing and continued operation of the Shawmut Hydroelectric Project. Federal regulations required the Department to act on this application within one year, by October 20, 2025.  

On May 8, 2025, Merimil Limited Partnership, Hydro Kennebec LLC, and BWPH submitted applications for WQC pursuant to Section 401 of the Clean Water Act in support of a FERC license amendment request to incorporate the terms of the Kennebec Species Protection Plan at the Lockwood, Hydro Kennebec, and Weston Hydroelectric Projects. Federal regulations required the Department to act on this application within one year, by May 7, 2026. 

On October 9, 2025, the Department issued for public comment a draft WQC order addressing the above-referenced WQC applications. However, on October 16, 2025, BWPH, on behalf of itself, Merimil Limited Partnership, and Hydro Kennebec LLC, submitted a letter formally withdrawing the WQC applications. In the October 16 letter, BWPH informed the Department that it is withdrawing the applications and will be requesting that FERC “pause” licensing proceedings for the Lower Kennebec Dams in light of BWPH’s recently announced sale of the dams to another entity. Therefore, because the WQC applications are no longer pending before the Department, the Department has no WQC request to act upon and will not be issuing a final Order at this time. However, the Department does not waive its certification authority in this, or any related, matter.

Please feel free to contact me at (207) 219-9563 or via email at Laura.Paye@maine.gov if you have any questions regarding this matter.


Sincerely,
[image: Laura Paye signature]
Laura Paye
Hydropower Coordinator
Bureau of Land Resources
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