DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION FOR DEP USE

Bureau of Land Resources MSH L-

17 State House Station Fees Paid: §

Augusta, ME 04333 Date Fees Rec'd:
ATS #

PETITION TO SET WATER LEVELS/MINIMUM FLOWS

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT -
GENERAL INFORMATION

The undersigned PETITIONERS hereby petition the Department of Environmental Protection to hold a public hearing and establish a
water levei regime and/or minimum flows for the water body described below,

NAME OF WATER BODY; _NORTH POND

LOCATION OF WATER BODY- TOWN(S):_SMITHFIELD, MERCER, ROME *

COUNTY(IES);_SOMERSET

The undersigned PETITIONERS hereby represent that, to the best of their knowledge, the water body named above is impounded by
or receives flows from the man-made dam described below.

LOCATION OF DAM: SMITHFIELD WITHIN GREAT MEADOW STREAM

NAME OF DAM OWNER: NORTHPOND ASSOCIATION

ADDRESS OF DAM OWNER: PO BOX 44 SMITHFIELD, ME 04978

The undersigned PETITIONERS hereby agree to have all official correspondence and notices regarding this petition served in their
behalf on the spokesperson identified below.

NAME OF SPOKESPERSON: _TIM DOWNING

MAILING ADDRESS: PO Box 24 SMITHFIELD, ME 04578

TELEPHONE NUMBER(S): HOME: 207 215-4635 BUSINESS:

The undersigned PETITIONERS hereby represent and aver that they are littoral or riparian proprietors on the water body impounded
by or receiving flows from the dam described above.

CERTIFICATION OF FILING

By signing below, the spokesperson agrees to: {1) serve as an intermediary between other petitioners and the DEP: (2} share
information, correspondence, notices, draft orders and other official documents with other petitioners; and (3) send comments on
behalf of other petttloners to the DEP.

ATE
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North Pond Water level/minimum flows petition

1. Little / North Pond property owners have experienced significant erosion as the result of
high water levels which stem from current dam management irregular and inconsistent
management and cleaning of the dam. Additionally, water quality has been degrading
since the onset of North Pond Assaciation’s management of said dam. Embankments
are eroding and trees are falling into the pond, their root systems disrupting the
embankments and exacerbating the problem. Previous management would release
water from the dam weekly/bi-weekly to keep a flow through the pond and Great
meadow stream. Great meadow stream suffers stagnation and excessive vegetation
growth from the lack of water flow. The ability to swim and fish for trout in Great
Meadow Stream has been absent, while North Pond association has managed the dam.
In order to minimize shoreline erosion and the introduction of additional phosphorus to
the waters of North Pond and create a healthier body of water, the landowners
hereafter signed, seek to attain impartial ruling for optimum water level, minimum
water flow and responsible dam management for North Pond and Great Meadow
stream.

2. See attached

3. The North Pond Association is nonresponsive to the plight of the lake residence and the
downstream water body Great Meadow Stream. In recent years, the North Pond
Association annual meetings are held via Zoom and do not allow questions or feedback.
All questions and comments are screened, stifling public input.

4. Both this year, 2022, and in past years, the North Pond Association has been largely
hands-off with the dam, which has resulted in stagnated water. This year, the dam was
closed in mid-May and is not planned to be opened again until after the summer season.
The dam was managed the same way in 2021, with little water flow during summer
months. This has created high waters which cause excessive shoreline erosion from
wave action. Early closure also interrupts the spawn of white perch and other fishes.
Their absence in local fishing areas have affected both local fishermen and tourists.
in 2018, the East Pond dam was left open in May to lower waters for the purpose of
performing maintenance on the dam in August, three months prior. This created
abnormally low stagnated warm waters throughout the summer and may have also
created our pond’s first full algae bloom. In addition to poor water flow management,
debris removal is often done by private citizens who independently notice issues and
take it upon themselves to remedy the situation.

5. Undersigned landowners of impounded waters and several in the downstream waters of
Great Meadow stream desire an official unbiased assessment and instructions for the



4 Abbechweedd

North Pond landowners are requesting that Maine Department of Environmental Protection
(D.E.P.) perform a water level and minimum water flow assessment for the impounds of the
North Pond dam and Great Meadow stream.

Mitigating shoreline erosion and the introduction of phosphorus that accompanies it is
imperative. The early spring closure of the dam holds maximum water levels, creating
unnecessary soil exposure and erosion. Tree root systems are being undermined causing the
embankment to collapse with the tree into the lake. New practices need to be employed to
reduce phosphorus introduction.

The Smithfield selectboard has decided not to pursue a water level/minimum water flow
ordinance but has encouraged a citizen action. The Maine D.E.P. is requested to perform the
assessment. Specifically optimum water levels, flows, and greater fall drawdowns for greater
water turnover ratio.




CERTIFICATION OF PETITIONERS

The undersigned town/city clerk(s) hereby certify the number of valid petitioners from
each affected municipality who have signed the attached petition to set water
levels/minimum flows.

To be a valid petitioner, a person (including individuals, partnerships, corporations,
governmental entities, associations, and public or private organizations of any
character) must own or lease property on the shore of the pond or lake impounded by a
dam or on the banks of the river or stream receiving flows from a dam.

If the number of valid petitioners from a given municipality is less than 50, the
appropriate town/city clerk(s) also hereby certify the total number of land owners in
that municipality on the shore of the pond or lake impounded by a dam or on the banks
of the river or stream receiving flows from to dam.

Roe 2 14

Name of Number of Valid Total Number Signature of
Town/City Petitioners of Riparian/ Town/City Clerk
. Littoral
Landowners

Mercer il 102 % ez @N&

Name of Number of Valid Total Number Slgnatm:}
Town/City Petitioners of Riparian/ 5 i Town/éi Clerk
Littoral
Landowners

SM#%;QM | 3s - |

Name of Number of Valid Total Number Signdture of
Town/City Petitioners of Riparian/ Town/City Clerk
Littoral

Landowners
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