
S T A T E  O F  M A I N E  

DEP A R T MEN T  OF  EN VIR ON MEN T A L PR OT ECT ION  
 
 
 
 
 

 PAUL R. LEPAGE PAUL MERCER 

 GOVERNOR COMMISSIONER 

AUGUSTA BANGOR PORTLAND PRESQUE ISLE 
17 STATE HOUSE STATION 106 HOGAN ROAD, SUITE 6 312 CANCO ROAD 1235 CENTRAL DRIVE, SKYWAY PARK 
AUGUSTA, MAINE 04333-0017 BANGOR, MAINE 04401 PORTLAND, MAINE 04103 PRESQUE ISLE, MAINE 04769 
(207) 287-7688 FAX: (207) 287-7826 (207) 941-4570 FAX: (207) 941-4584 (207) 822-6300 FAX: (207) 822-6303 (207) 764-0477 FAX: (207) 760-3143 

 

web site: www.maine.gov/dep  

 

 
Date: July 13, 2017 

 

To: Bureau of Air Quality, Licensing and Compliance Staff 

 

From:  Marc A. R. Cone, Director, Bureau of Air Quality 

 

Subject: Policy on Portable Reciprocating Internal Combustion Engines 

 

The Department’s regulations Major and Minor Source Air Emission License Regulation, 06-096 

C.M.R. ch. 115 (last amended December 1, 2012) and Part 70 Air Emission License Regulation, 

06-096 C.M.R. ch. 140 (last amended December 1, 2012) are unclear regarding the licensing 

requirements for portable reciprocating internal combustion engines (RICE). The term “stationary 

internal combustion engines” is used repeatedly and consistently throughout both regulations. 

However, they are silent regarding their applicability to portable RICE. This has led to confusion 

about whether portable RICE are required to be included in air emission licenses and resulted in 

inconsistencies between licenses. 

 

Therefore, I am issuing this policy to clarify the following requirements for portable RICE located at 

air emissions sources: 

 

1. Portable RICE with a maximum heat input greater than 0.5 MMBtu/hr used to power process 

equipment (e.g. rock crushers, screens, tub grinders, chippers, etc.) are to be included in a 

facility’s air emission license unless they are specifically listed as an insignificant activity in 

06-096 C.M.R. ch. 115, Appendix B (excluding Appendix B, Section B.1). These engines 

shall be included as part of 06-096 C.M.R. ch. 115 § 1(B)(2)(b) when evaluating whether a 

facility requires an air emission license.  

 

2. Portable RICE with a maximum heat input less than 0.5 MMBtu/hr or which are not used to 

power process equipment (e.g. used for maintenance or emergency purposes) may be 

excluded from a facility’s air emission license as an insignificant activity. However, the 

Portable RICE may still be subject to other applicable requirements such as opacity 

requirements or New Source Performance Standards.  

 

3. In the absence of extenuating circumstances, a portable RICE shall be exempt from inclusion 

in any National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) or increment air dispersion 

modeling analysis. 

 

This policy shall remain in effect until such time as 06-096 C.M.R. ch. 115 and 06-096 C.M.R. 

ch. 140 are updated and the requirements are made clear; or until it is rescinded by a policy memo in 

the future. 

 

Any questions may be directed to Air Licensing at (207) 287-7688. 


