Timeline

July 28, 1993 – Original license issued by the Board of Environmental Protection to Fort James Operating Company for a secure landfill for the disposal of mill wastes (primarily sludge and ash).

December 1996 – Fort James begins Landfill operations.
April/May 2003 – The Governor’s Office and Georgia-Pacific began discussion on how to address mill related issues that led to the April 4th decision by G-P to close the two paper machines at the Old Town mill.

May/June 2003 – The Governor’s Office, State Planning Office, Department of Environmental Protection and Georgia-Pacific begin framing steps necessary to fulfill needs identified to date. The landfill is identified as an asset of G-P that would also provide needed within-state solid waste disposal capacity, a task that had been legislatively delegated to the SPO.
June 2003 – Maine Legislature passed Resolve 2003 Chapter 93 (Resolve, To Authorize the State to Purchase a Landfill in the City of Old Town) that authorized the Maine State Planning Office to acquire the existing West Old Town Landfill and to enter into agreements concerning its operation.

June 13, 2003 – The State Planning Office released its public notice for “Request for Proposals: Contract for Landfill Operations”, relative to the planned operation of the West Old Town Landfill as a state-owned disposal facility.  
June 23, 2003 – The State Planning Office holds a ‘pre-bid’ meeting at the Fort James/Georgia Pacific landfill in Old Town.

July 9, 2003 – Responses to the State Planning Office’s RFP were due.  SPO began reviewing the proposal received from Casella Waste Systems, Inc.  No other proposals were received.
August 18, 2003 – State Planning Office awarded the landfill operations contract to Casella Waste Systems, Inc.  State Planning Office and Casella begin drafting the operating services agreement for the operation of the landfill, reflecting the terms and conditions included in the Request for Proposals and Casella’s response.

September 26, 2003 – An application was submitted to the Department of Environmental Protection by the Maine State Planning Office, requesting the transfer of the existing West Old Town Landfill license from Fort James to the State Planning Office.

October 21, 2003 – An Order was issued by the Department of Environmental Protection approving the transfer of the West Old Town Landfill license from Fort James to the State of Maine.  

October 30, 2003 – An application for an amendment to the original landfill license was submitted to the Department of Environmental Protection by the Maine State Planning Office.  The application proposed an increase in the final elevation of the landfill (from 270 feet to 390 feet) that involves construction of a 30 foot high berm around the perimeter of the licensed footprint of the facility.  The application also proposed the acceptance of additional in-state waste types including construction/demolition debris, incinerator residues and smaller quantities of other special wastes.

April 2004 – The Department of Environmental Protection approves license amendment for vertical increase.  
September 2011 – State Planning Office and Casella Waste Systems submit application for a public benefit determination to the Department of Environmental Protection for a proposed expansion of the landfill. 
January 2012 – Department of Environmental Protection issues approval of public benefit determination.  
