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Maine's depth of talent, world class research institutions and premier
undergraduate colleges, as well as its unparalleled quality of place and
work-life balance make it a choice location for businesses who may
have already reached scale and are seeking to relocate their operations
out of higher-cost areas elsewhere. Maine's 3,500 miles of coastland and
convenient access to the world's largest consumer markets offers
consumer good manufacturers unlimited opportunities both
domestically and internationally. An increasing number of technology
startups are beginning in Maine and scaling up. Maine's higher
education institutions and trade organizations have made it clear they
are eager and excited to partner with companies to deliver the talented
workforce that will support your growth. 

 
The Department of Economic & Community Development is here for
you and your business-to serve as a resource, liaison, partner, and guide
as you navigate the programs which the State and its partners offer to
businesses, communities, and individuals. Have questions about a
specific credit or incentive? Let us help.

 
While businesses may not qualify for all programs, be assured that your
business can rely on the Department of Economic & Community
Development to work with and for you to find the best possible
programs and opportunities that will allow for success- how your
business defines it.
 
Lobster rolls, summer camps, ski resorts and lighthouses have always
presented compelling reasons to visit the Pine Tree State, but we are
proud to offer some compelling reasons to stay.
 

 
The Department of Economic & Community Development is pleased
to welcome you and your business home to Maine.

 

w e l c o m e  h o m e .
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TAX  &  F INANC IAL

INCENT IVES

COMMERC I A L  AND  I N DUS TR I A L  ( C & I )  PRE SCR I P T I V E

I N CENT I V E  PROGRAM

Eff ic iency Maine ’s  C&I  Prescr ipt ive  Program offers  f ixed or  “prescr ipt ive

in i t iat ives”  to  reduce the cost  of  pro jects  that  he lp  bus inesses use energy more

eff ic ient ly .  E l ig ib le  organ izat ions inc lude bus inesses and non-prof i ts ,

munic ipa l i t ies ,  schoo ls  and h igher  educat ion fac i l i t ies ,  and smal l ,  medium,  and

large-sca le  manufactur ing and industr ia l  fac i l i t ies .  Eff ic iency Maine rout ine ly

ass ists  in  f ind ing Qua l i f ied Partners  to  work with  bus inesses and organ izat ions

in  th is  program’s  process .

EMP LOYMENT  TAX  I N CREMENT  F I NANC I NG  ( E T I F )

A state program that  he lps  new and estab l ished Maine bus inesses h i re  new

employees by refund ing from 30% to 75% of  the state withho ld ing taxes pa id

by the qua l i f ied employees for  up to  10 years .  The re imbursement rate r ises

with  the leve l  of  loca l  unemployment .  Bus inesses with  a  P ine Tree Deve lopment

Zone (PTDZ) cert i f icat ion are  e l ig ib le  for  an 80% re imbursement .  I f  a  bus iness

p lans to  h i re  f ive  or  more net-new,  fu l l - t ime qua l i f ied employees over  a  two

year  per iod ,  the bus iness  may be e l ig ib le  for  ETIF .  Reta i l -on ly  and not-for-

prof i t  bus inesses are  not  e l ig ib le  for  ETIF .  Bus inesses cert i f ied under  the PTDZ

program who intend to  create at  least  5  net-new qua l i f ied jobs as  part  of  the i r

cert i f ied deve lopment pro ject ,  w i l l  automat ica l ly  be enro l led in  the ETIF

program.
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MUN I C I PA L  TAX  I N CREMENT  F I NANC I NG  ( MT I F )

Tax Increment F inanc ing (T IF)  may be used by munic ipa l i t ies ,  towns ,  p lantat ions ,

and the Unorgan ized Terr i tory  to  leverage new property  taxes generated by a

spec if ic  pro ject  or  pro jects  with in  a  def ined geograph ic  d istr ict .  Any port ion of

the new taxes may be used to  f inance pub l ic  or  pr ivate pro jects  for  up to  30

years .  A  bus iness  may approach a  munic ipa l i ty  with  an investment proposa l  for

which a  T IF  d istr ict  prov ides f inanc ing ,  or  towns may take advantage of  a  pre-

p lanned and f inanced pro ject  and create a  T IF  d istr ict  around i t ,  a l lowing for  the

capture of  a  port ion of  new property  tax revenue for  spec if ic  use .  The Department

of  Economic  & Community  Deve lopment (DECD) rout ine ly  ass ists  munic ipa l i t ies  in

estab l ish ing T IF  d istr icts .
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BRUNSW I CK  NAVA L  A I R  S TA T I ON  JOB  I N CREMENT  

F I NANC I NG  FUND  ( J T I F )

This  program was estab l ished to  ass ist  with  fund ing the prov is ion of  munic ipa l

serv ices  to  the former base area by the Midcoast  Reg iona l  Redeve lopment

Author i ty  (MRRA) and the prov is ion of  h igher  educat ion serv ices  by Southern

Maine Community  Co l lege 's  Brunswick campus .  The job tax increment means the

leve l  of  state income tax withho ld ing attr ibuted to  any employees employed

with in  the base area ,  above the base leve l  of  employment .  State income tax

withho ld ing e l ig ib le  for  re imbursement to  a  qua l i f ied bus iness  under  the P ine

Tree Deve lopment Zone is  not  e l ig ib le  for  use in  the ca lcu lat ion of  payment to

th is  fund .  Payments to  the fund are  not  a l lowed for  ca lendar  years  after

January  1 ,  2031 .  As  of  2014,  payments made to  the fund must  be a l located at

50% to the co l lege and 50% to the author i ty .  DECD is  respons ib le  for  the

co l lect ion of  annua l  report  data  from the respect ive  companies  and prov ides

gu idance to  bus inesses part ic ipat ing in  the JTIF program.  



 

P I N E  TREE  DEVE LOPMENT  ZONES  ( P TDZ )

Bus inesses who are cert i f ied as  P ine Tree Deve lopment Zones (PTDZ) may qua l i fy

for  corporate income tax cred its ,  sa les  and use tax exempt ions ,  a  withho ld ing tax

re imbursement of  up to  80%;  and reduced e lectr ic i ty  rates .  To qua l i fy ,  a  company

must  operate in  one of  Maine 's  targeted industry  sectors  (b iotechno logy ,

aquacu lture and mar ine techno logy ,  env i ronmenta l  techno logy ,  advanced

techno log ies  for  forestry  and agr icu l ture ,  manufactur ing ,  prec is ion manufactur ing ,

and informat ion techno logy and f inanc ia l  serv ices) ,  and must  create new jobs

pay ing wages that  exceed the per  cap ita  income of  the county in  which the pro ject

is  located .  The incent ives  are  ava i lab le  for  up to  10 years  for  cert i f ied bus inesses

who cont inue to  meet  PTDZ program requ irements .  DECD rout ine ly  he lps

bus inesses in  nav igat ing the app l icat ion process and comply ing with  program

report ing requ irements .  
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OPPORTUN I T Y  ZONES  ( OZ )

The Opportun ity  Zones (OZ)  is  a  federa l  tax incent ive  program that  offers

investment opportun it ies  in  Maine 's  underserved urban ,  suburban ,  and rura l

communit ies .  The 3 incent ives  are :  a  temporary  deferra l  of  inc lus ion in  taxab le

income for  cap ita l  ga ins ;  a  Step-Up in  bas is  for  cap ita l  ga ins  re invested in  an

Opportun ity  Fund;  or  a  permanent  exc lus ion from taxab le  income of  cap ita l  ga ins

from the sa le  or  exchange of  an investment in  an OZ i f  the investment is  he ld  for

a  min imum of  10 years .  Maine has 32 OZ in  tota l ,  wh ich fa l l  in  13  of  i ts  16

count ies .  DECD can ass ist  in  determin ing whether  the OZ program may be a  good

f i t  for  a  bus iness  or  investor .  



TAX  CRED ITS

EDUCAT I ON  OPPORTUN I T Y  TAX  CRED I T  

( OPPORTUN I T Y  MA INE )

Opportun ity  Maine is  ava i lab le  to  ind iv idua ls  who have cont inued to  l i ve  and

work in  Maine after  graduat ion from an e l ig ib le  post-secondary schoo l  as  a

poss ib le  tax cred it  on the i r  income tax returns ,  but  the cred it  i s  a lso  ava i lab le

to Maine bus inesses that  make the i r  employees '  educat iona l  loan payments .  
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MA INE  NEW  MARKE T S  CAP I T A L  I N V E S TMENT  PROGRAM  

( NMTC )

Finance Author i ty  of  Maine (FAME) serves as  the admin istrator  for  the Maine

NMTC program.  I t  ex ists  to  attract  investment cap ita l  to  low- income

communit ies  by a l lowing investors  to  rece ive  a  state tax cred it  on equ ity

investments  they make in  Community  Deve lopment Ent i t ies  (CDE) .  E l ig ib le  tax

cred it  rec ip ients  may rece ive refundable  state income tax cred its  of  up to  39%

of the i r  e l ig ib le  investment ,  which may be taken in  increments  over  7  years .  

MA INE  CAP I T A L  I N V E S TMENT  CRED I T  ( MC I C )

A cred it  i s  ava i lab le  to  bus inesses that  p lace deprec iab le  property  in  serv ice  in

Maine dur ing the taxab le  year .  The cred it  i s  equa l  to  10% of  the federa l  bonus

deprec iat ion c la imed for  the taxab le  year  under  Interna l  Revenue Code ,  168(k)

on that  property .  The cred it  i s  l imited to  the Maine income tax l iab i l i ty  of  the

taxpayer ,  but  any unused port ion of  the cred it  may be carr ied forward up to  20

years .
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MA INE  SH I P BU I L D I NG  FAC I L I T Y  I N V E S TMENT  TAX  CRED I T

PROGRAM  

This  program is  intended to  create and reta in  jobs  in  the sh ipbu i ld ing industry ,

encourage investment in  sh ipbu i ld ing bus inesses and improve the

compet it iveness of  the state 's  sh ipbu i ld ing industry .  A  qua l i f ied app l icant  must

own and operate or  propose to  operate and construct  a  Maine sh ipbu i ld ing

fac i l i ty ,  w i l l  be  making a  qua l i f ied investment in  the state ,  and employ at  least

5 ,000 qua l i f ied employees at  the t ime of  app l icat ion .  Beg inn ing with  the tax year

after  the cert i f ied app l icant  has  made qua l i f ied investments  of  at  least  $100

mi l l ion  and has at  least  5 ,500 employees ,  a  cert i f ied app l icant  is  a l lowed a  cred it

aga inst  the tax due in  an amount equa l  to  3% of  the cert i f ied app l icant 's  tota l

qua l i f ied investment for  9  years .  I f  a  cert i f ied app l icant  completes  an add it iona l

$100 mi l l ion  in  qua l i f ied investment pr ior  to  January  1 ,  2025,  the 3% tax cred it

is  ava i lab le  through the 15th tax year  after  the investment is  made.  I f  a  cert i f ied

appl icant 's  employment leve l  fa l l s  be low 5 ,500 in  a  tax year  the cred it  i s

reduced .  Th is  program's  tax cred it  i s  ava i lab le  unt i l  December 31 ,  2034,  and is

admin istered through DECD.

MA INE  S EED  CAP I T A L  TAX  CRED I T  PROGRAM  

The Maine Seed Cap ita l  Tax Cred it  Program is  adminstered by FAME and is

des igned to  encourage equ ity  investments  in  Maine bus inesses ,  both d i rect ly  and

a lso through venture cap ita l  (VC)  funds .  FAME may author ize  state income tax

cred its  to  investors  for  up to  50% of  the cash equ ity  prov ided to  e l ig ib le  Maine

bus inesses .  Investments  may be used for  f ixed assets ,  R&D,  or  work ing cap ita l .

Cred its  are  taken in  increments  of  25% of  the cred it  per  year  beg inn ing in  the

same year  as  the investment .  For  investments  that  are  not  made through pr ivate

VC funds ,  cred its  used may not  exceed 50% of  the tota l  tax due by the investor

for  that  taxab le  year  before app l icat ion of  the tax cred it .  Th is  l imitat ion

requ ires  the taxpayer  to  take the cred it  over  more than 4 years .  Unused cred its

must  be carr ied over  up to  15 years ,  and cred its  are  refundable  for  pr ivate VC

funds .  
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MAJOR  BUS I N E S S  HEADQUARTERS  EXPANS I ON  PROGRAM

( MBHQ )

This  program ex ists  to  encourage the locat ion and expans ion of  major

bus iness  headquarters  in  the state of  Maine ,  who intend to  make a  qua l i f ied

investment at  the app l icant 's  headquarters  in  the state of  Maine of  at  least

$35 mi l l ion ,  and to  promote the recru i tment and tra in ing of  employees for

these fac i l i t ies .  The app l icant  must  employ at  least  5 ,000 employees g loba l ly

at  the t ime of  the app l icat ion ,  and 25% of  company 's  fu l l - t ime employees

must  be or  wi l l  be  based in  Maine .  For  app l icants  that  meet  a l l  program

cr i ter ia ,  a  refundable  cred it  aga inst  the tax due for  the taxab le  year  in  an

amount that  is  equa l  to  2% of  the app l icant 's  qua l i f ied investment is  ava i lab le

for  up to  20 years .  

MAJOR  FOOD  PROCES S I NG  MANUFAC TUR I NG  EXPANS I ON

PROGRAM

This  program encourages the locat ion and expans ion of  food process ing and

manufactur ing fac i l i t ies  in  Maine .  To qua l i fy ,  a  bus iness  must  be ,  and have been ,

in  the state for  the last  5  consecut ive  years ;  be p lann ing to  make a  qua l i f ied

investment of  at  least  $35 mi l l ion  towards the app l icant ’s  fac i l i ty  with in  the

State in  the next  5  years ;  must  employ or  wi l l  employ a  min imum of    40 fu l l -t ime

employees upon the start-up of  the fac i l i ty ,  and 75% of  the app l icant ’s

employees ’ incomes must  exceed the most  recent  annua l  per  cap ita  persona l

income in  the county in  which the pro ject/fac i l i ty  i s  located .  Beg inn ing with  the

tax year  in  which the complet ion cert i f icate  is  i ssued or  the tax year  beg inn ing

in  2022 (whichever  is  later) ,  and for  the subsequent  19 years ,  the cert i f ied

appl icant  is  a l lowed a  cred it  aga inst  the tax due for  the taxab le  year  in  an

amount that  is  equa l  to  1 .8% of  the qua l i f ied investment .
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The Maine Histor ic  Preservat ion Commiss ion admin isters  th is  cred it  in

partnersh ip  and consu ltat ion with  the Department of  Admin istrat ive  and F inanc ia l

Serv ices  (DAFS) .  The program invo lves  a  25% state cred it  for  the rehab i l i tat ion

of  a  h istor ic  structure that  a lso  qua l i f ies  for  the federa l  cred it  under  the

Substant ia l  Rehab i l i tat ion Cred it .  The pro ject  must  meet  a l l  requ irements  of  the

Federa l  Tax Incent ive  Program.  A 25% state cred it  for  the rehab i l i tat ion of

cert i f ied h istor ic  structures  between $50K-$250K is  ava i lab le  to  ent i t ies  that  do

not  c la im the federa l  rehab i l i tat ion cred it  as  the Smal l  Pro ject  Rehab i l i tat ion

Cred it .  

S TA T E  H I S TOR I CA L  PRESERVAT I ON  TAX  CRED I T

R E S EARCH  EXPENSE  TAX  CRED I T  ( RE TC )

The Research Expense Tax Cred it  i s  based on a  percentage of  the federa l  Cred it

for  Increas ing Research Act iv i t ies .  The cred it  i s  l imited to  5% of  the excess

qua l i f ied research expenses over  the prev ious 3-year  average ,  p lus  7 .5% of  the

bas ic  research payments ,  with  respect  to  corporate taxpayers .  The cred it  i s

l imited to  100% of  the f i rst  $25K in  tax l iab i l i ty ,  and 75% of  the tax l iab i l i ty  that

is  more than $25K.  Th is  cred it  cannot  be carr ied back but  can be carr ied forward

for  up to  15 years .
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WORKFORCE

CAREERCENTER  

Maine CareerCenters  prov ide a  var iety  of  employment and tra in ing serv ices  at

no charge for  Maine workers  and bus inesses .  Career  Centers  can a id  in  the

actua l  recru i tment process ,  prov ide support  to  cand idates ,  and ass ist  with

employee retent ion dur ing lean bus iness  t imes .  Maine 's  CareerCenter  program

is  admin istered through the Department of  Labor .

G LOBA L  U : PRAC T I CA L  SK I L L S  TRA I N I NG

Maine Internat iona l  Trade Center  (MITC)  has  deve loped a  three-t iered educat ion

ser ies  to  prov ide pract ica l  sk i l l s  tra in ing for  bus iness  owners  and the i r  staff  to

succeed in  internat iona l  markets .  MITC’s  G loba l  U offers  seminars  for  those new

to export  and import  who are determin ing whether  internat iona l  trade is  r ight

for  the i r  bus iness ,  offer ings for  those with  intermediate export  exper ience with

more in-depth content ,  and tra in ing for  bus inesses with  s ign i f icant  exper ience in

mult ip le  markets .  A  team of  research and trade spec ia l i sts  i s  a lso  ava i lab le  for

bus inesses engag ing with  MITC.
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MA INE  MANUFAC TUR I NG  EX T ENS I ON  PARTNERSH I P  ( MEP )

Maine MEP prov ides affordab le  and innovat ive  so lut ions to  the prob lems

that  today ’s  manufacturers  may encounter  by fac i l i tat ing engagement

between industry ,  government ,  and partners  in  academia .  Maine MEP

offers  fu l l  fac i l i ty  p lann ing ,  p lant  layout ,  equ ipment arrangement and

manufactur ing f low recommendat ions ,  as  wel l  as  pro ject  ass istance in

bus iness  systems,  software implementat ion ,  and qua l i ty  management .

Exper ienced pro ject  managers  and industry  profess iona ls  are  ava i lab le  for

free consu ltat ions and are  ab le  to  serve as  a  un ique resource for

manufacturers  with  a  supp ly  cha in  in  Maine .

MA INE  QUAL I T Y  CENTERS  PROGRAM  ( MQCP )

MQCP offers  customized workforce tra in ing that  is  de l ivered through one

of  Maine ’s  seven community  co l leges .  Grants  are  ava i lab le  to  fund pre-h i re ,

post-h i re ,  and a lso  incumbent tra in ing .  MQCP affords employers  the

opportun ity  to  both strengthen and increase the i r  workforce at  l i t t le  to  no

cost .  MQCP works one-on-one with  the bus iness  owner  to  put  together  a

program that  wi l l  prov ide workers  the sk i l l  set  they need to  succeed.

Programs range from bas ic  safety  onboard ing processes ,  to  intens ive

and e laborate educat ion on heavy mach inery  operat ion .

MA INE  APPRENT I C E SH I P  PROGRAM  ( MAP )

MAP ass ists  in  sett ing up structured yet  f lex ib le  tra in ing programs that  can

he lp  meet  the spec if ic  needs of  Maine employers  with  on-the- job learn ing and

re lated c lassroom instruct ion .  Apprent icesh ip  programs can be sponsored by

employers ,  employee assoc iat ions ,  or  labor/management groups that  both h i re

and tra in .  MAP is  a  formal ,  industry- led ,  and nat iona l ly-recognized workforce

tra in ing program.  Sponsors  must  prov ide incrementa l  wage increases as  the

apprent ice  enro l led in  the program ga ins  prof ic iency and completes  course

requ irements  (determined with  MAP gu idance) .  Sponsors  rece ive  ass istance

deve lop ing the i r  program,  as  wel l  as  he lp  ident i fy ing re lated instruct ion

prov iders ,  are  re imbursed for  up to  50% of  the cost  of  c lassroom instruct ion ,

and reg ister  the i r  program for  federa l  purposes .
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PROCUREMENT  T ECHN I CA L  ASS I S TANCE  CENTERS  ( P TAC )

Maine PTAC is  a  statewide program hosted by the Eastern Maine

Deve lopment Corporat ion (EMDC) .  Procurement counse lors  work

throughout  the state to  prov ide a  var iety  of  serv ices  to  a id  bus inesses in

obta in ing government contracts ,  among which inc lude techn ica l  t ra in ing

and workforce deve lopment .

SA F E T Y  AND  EDUCAT I ON  TRA I N I NG  PROGRAM

( SA F E T YWORKS ! )

Maine ’s  Bureau of  Labor  Standards prov ides customized hea lth  and safety

tra in ing ,  s i te  eva luat ion ,  and techn ica l  support  in  an effort  to  reduce in jur ies ,

i l lness ,  and worker ’s  compensat ion costs—al l  f ree of  charge .  Smal l  and mid-

s ized employers  with  a  h igher  r isk  of  occupat iona l  i l lnesses are  pr ior i t ized ,  but

bus inesses of  any s ize  wi l l  qua l i fy  and are  e l ig ib le  for  some leve l  of  serv ice .

Tra in ing seminars  are  va lued anywhere from $30K-$500K.

WEL LNES S  PROGRAM  CRED I T

Beginn ing in  2014,  employers  with  20 or  fewer employees are  a l lowed a  cred it

equa l  to  expenditures  for  deve lop ing ,  inst i tut ing ,  and mainta in ing a  wel lness

program for  i ts  employees .  Expenditures  app l ied to  a  cred it  c la im that  are  a lso

used as  an expense aga inst  federa l  ad justed gross  income must  be added back

to income through a  Maine modif icat ion .  The cred it  cannot  reduce Maine income

tax l iab i l i ty  be low zero ,  but  unused port ions can be carr ied forward for  up to

f ive  years .  
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TAX  EXEMPT IONS

COMMERC I A L  AGR I CU L TURA L  AND  AQUACU L TURA L

PRODUCT I ON

Sales  of  feed hormones ,  pest ic ides ,  ant ib iot ics ,  and medic ines  used in

commerc ia l  agr icu l tura l  or  aquacu ltura l  product ion are  exempt from sa les

or  use tax .  Sa les  of  fert i l i zer ,  seed ,  defo l iants ,  insect ic ides ,  weed k i l lers ,

fue l ,  e lectr ic i ty ,  and deprec iab le  mach inery  and equ ipment are  a lso

exempt from sa les  or  use tax .  The sa le  of  breed ing stock and other

act iv i t ies  ex ist ing under  an imal  agr icu l tura l  product ion are  a lso  exempt

from sa les  tax .  

B I O T ECHNOLOGY

Sales  of  mach inery ,  equ ipment ,  instruments ,  and supp l ies  used by the

purchaser  d i rect ly  and pr imar i ly  in  a  b iotechno logy app l icat ion are  e l ig ib le

for  a  sa les  tax exempt ion .  The exempt ion must  be app l ied with  the Industr ia l

Users  B lanket  Cert i f icate  of  Exempt ion ,  or  as  a  refund us ing the standard

Refund Form.  Th is  cert i f icate  shou ld  be presented to  the reta i ler  at  the t ime

of  purchase to  rece ive  the exempt ion .

BUS I N E S S  EQU I PMENT  TAX  EXEMPT I ON  ( BE T E )  

The BETE program is  a  100% property  tax exempt ion program for  e l ig ib le

property  that  would  have been f i rst  sub ject  to  tax in  Maine on or  after  Apr i l  1 ,

2008.   BETE is  admin istered through Maine Revenue Serv ices  (MRS) .  
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BUS I N E S S  EQU I PMENT  TAX  RE IMBURSEMENT  ( BE TR )

The BETR program is  des igned to  encourage cap ita l  investment in  Maine .

The program re imburses taxpayers  for  loca l  property  taxes pa id  on most

qua l i f ied bus iness  property .  Bus iness  property  must  have been f i rst  p laced

in  serv ice  in  Maine after  Apr i l  1 ,  1995.  BETR is  admin istered through MRS.  

MANUFAC TUR I NG

The sa le  of  mach inery  and/or  equ ipment used by the purchaser  d i rect ly  and

pr imar i ly  in  the product ion of  tang ib le  persona l  property  for  later  sa le  or  use is

e l ig ib le  for  a  sa les  tax exempt ion .  Add it iona l ly ,  i tems that  are  consumed or

destroyed d i rect ly  or  pr imar i ly  in  product ion and repa ir  and rep lacement parts  for

qua l i f ied product ion equ ipment are  exempt from sa les  tax .  Any manufacturer  is

exempt from pay ing 95% of  the sa les  tax on fue l  and/or  e lectr ic i ty  used on s i te  in

the manufactur ing fac i l i ty .  Exempt ions must  be app l ied e i ther  at  the t ime of

purchase with  the Industr ia l  Users  B lanket  Cert i f icate  of  Exempt ion ,  or  a  bus iness

may app ly  for  a  refund from Maine Revenue Serv ices .

RENEWABLE  ENERGY  EQU I PMENT

In  accordance with  LD1430 and effect ive  September 19 ,  2019 ,  so lar  and wind

energy equ ipment may qua l i fy  as  exempt from property  tax .  Bus inesses who

supply  industr ia l  power do not  qua l i fy  for  th is  exempt ion .  The app l icat ion must  be

f i led with  the munic ipa l i ty  that  i t  i s  located with in  the f i rst  year  that  i t  i s  seek ing

tax exempt ion .

RESEARCH  AND  DEVE LOPMENT

Sales  of  mach inery  and equ ipment used by the purchaser  d i rect ly  and exc lus ive ly

in  R&D in  the exper imenta l  and laboratory  sense are  e l ig ib le  for  a  sa les  tax

exempt ion .  Exempt ions must  be app l ied e i ther  at  the t ime of  purchase with  the

Industr ia l  Users  B lanket  Cert i f icate  of  Exempt ion ,  or  a  bus iness  may app ly  for  a

refund from Maine Revenue Serv ices .
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GRANT  FUND ING

AGR I CU L TURA L  DEVE LOPMENT  GRANT  ( ADG )

The Maine Department of  Agr icu l ture ,  Conservat ion ,  and Forestry  (DACF)

admin isters  th is  program,  which serves to  prov ide cost  share grants  to  conduct

market  promot ion ,  research and deve lopment ,  and va lue-added process ing and

new techno logy demonstrat ion pro jects .  Fund ing is  made poss ib le  through the

Agr icu l tura l  Market ing Loan Fund.  From 2015-2018,  awards have ranged from

$10K-$50K.

BOAT I NG  FAC I L I T I E S  FUND

This  program ass ists  towns ,  c i t ies ,  d istr icts ,  and other  pub l ic  and pr ivate agenc ies

in  the acqu is i t ion ,  deve lopment ;  or  rehab i l i tat ion of  boat  launch ing fac i l i t ies  on

Maine waters  ava i lab le  to  the genera l  pub l ic .  Fund ing may be ava i lab le  to  ass ist  in

the deve lopment of  hand-carry  and tra i lered boat  launch ing fac i l i t ies .  Grants  may

be monetary  or  mater ia l  (e .g .  f loats  and concrete p lank ing for  ramps) .  Th is  program

is  admin istered by the Bureau of  Parks  and Lands at  DACF.  

CONNEC TME  BROADBAND  GRANTS

ConnectME Author i ty  expands broadband access  in  unserved areas of  the state

through two grant  programs.    Community  P lann ing Grants  are  prov ided to

munic ipa l i t ies ,  groups of  munic ipa l i t ies ,  or  nonprof i t  loca l  or  reg iona l  community

organ izat ions to  deve lop a  community  dr iven p lan to  expand broadband

serv ices .    Infrastructure Grants  are  awarded to  pub l ic-pr ivate partnersh ips  to

increase broadband connect iv i ty  in  rura l ,  unserved areas of  the state that  have

l i t t le  prospect  of  serv ice  from a trad it iona l  or  incumbent prov ider  without  state

subs id ies .
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COMMUN I T Y  DEVE LOPMENT  B LOCK  GRANT  PROGRAM  ( CDBG )

Admin istered through the Off ice  of  Community  Deve lopment at  DECD,  CDBG

serves to  prov ide communit ies  with  gap fund ing to  ass ist  ident i f ied bus inesses

in  the creat ion and/or  retent ion of  jobs  for  low to moderate income persons .

Grants  are  awarded to  munic ipa l i t ies  that  support  the ident i f ied bus iness(es)

in  which they ex ist .  A l l  CDBG funds are  intended to  be used where a  fund ing

gap ex ists  and a l ternat ive  sources of  pub l ic  and pr ivate f inanc ing are  not

adequate for  the pro ject .

L AND  AND  WATER  CONSERVAT I ON  FUND  ( LWCF )

LWCF ex ists  to  ass ist  in  the acqu is i t ion and/or  deve lopment of  pub l ic  outdoor

recreat ion fac i l i t ies .  Th is  program may prov ide up to  50% of  the a l lowable  costs

for  approved acqu is i t ion or  deve lopment pro jects  for  pub l ic  outdoor  recreat ion .

The Grants  and Community  Recreat ion program rout ine ly  prov ides ass istance in

th is  grant  app l icat ion process .  LWCFis  admin istered through the Bureau of  Parks

and Lands .  

MA INE  B I C EN TENN I A L  GRANTS

The Maine B icentenn ia l  Commiss ion has a l located $375K in  Community  Grants  that

wi l l  support  the interests ,  needs ,  and creat iv i ty  of  c i t izens and communit ies

throughout  Maine as  they p lan loca l  commemorat ions of  the B icentenn ia l .

App l icat ions are  accepted through June 1 ,  2020,  and B icentenn ia l  Grant  funds

must  be expended by March 30,  2021 .  Commemorat ion act iv i t ies  must  invo lve a

pub l ic  component  for  part ic ipat ion .  Pr ivate ind iv idua ls  or  for-prof i t  organ izat ions

may partner  with  a  community  organ izat ion ,  non-prof i t ,  government inst i tut ion ,  or

schoo l  in  order  to  rece ive  a  B icentenn ia l  Grant .  “The Bus iness  of  Maine”  is  a

strong ly  encouraged theme.

MA INE  COMMUN I T I E S  GRANT

The Maine Communit ies  Grant  Program prov ides support  to  tour ism focused ,

community-or iented market ing pro jects  and events .  Maine munic ipa l i t ies ,  t r iba l

governments ,  and Maine-based non-prof i ts  may app ly .  The Maine Communit ies  Grant

is  admin istered through the Maine Off ice  of  Tour ism (MOT) at  DECD.  
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MA INE  T ECHNOLOGY  I N S T I T U T E  ( MT I )

MTI awards R&D money to  companies  and non-prof i t  research organ izat ions to

support  the commerc ia l izat ion of  new techno logy re lated products  and serv ices

that  create and support  susta inab le ,  h igh-qua l i ty  jobs  for  Maine people .  A l l  MTI

fund ing must  support  efforts  in  forestry  and agr icu l ture ,  aquacu lture and

mar ine techno logy ,  b iotechno logy ,  compos ite  mater ia ls  techno logy ,

env i ronmenta l  techno logy ,  informat ion techno logy ,  or  prec is ion manufactur ing

techno logy .

MARKE T  ACCES S  PROGRAM  ( MAP )

Through MAP,  the U .S .  Fore ign Agr icu l tura l  Serv ice  (FAS)  partners  with  U .S .  t rade

assoc iat ions ,  cooperat ives ,  state reg iona l  trade groups ,  and smal l  bus inesses to

share the costs  of  overseas market ing and promot iona l  act iv i t ies  to  bu i ld

commerc ia l  export  markets .  Bus inesses who are seek ing to  grow the ir  market  

 internat iona l ly  may qua l i fy .  Th is  program is  admin istered through the Maine

Internat iona l  Trade Center .  

NORTHERN  BORDER  REG I ONA L  COMM I S S I ON  ( NBRC )

NBRC is  a  Federa l-State partnersh ip  for  economic  and community  deve lopment

in  northern Maine ,  New Hampshire ,  Vermont ,  and New York .  The Federa l  funds

the NBRC prov ides resu lt  in  new jobs be ing created and better  leverag ing of

substant ia l  pr ivate sector  investments .  State and Federa l  partners  focus NBRC

funding strateg ies  and he lp  pr ior i t ize  investment app l icat ions and approve

fund ing requests .  Cont ingent  on the leve l  of  economic  and demograph ic  d istress

in  the reg ion ,  NBRC pro jects  may be e l ig ib le  for  up to  an 80% match ing grant .

DECD rout ine ly  ass ists  in  determin ing whether  the NBRC grant  is  a  good f i t  for

communit ies .
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RECREAT I ONA L  TRA I L S  PROGRAM  ( RTP )

RTP is  an ass istance program of  the U .S .  Department of  Transportat ion 's  Federa l

H ighway Admin istrat ion .  RTP prov ides funds to  deve lop and mainta in  recreat iona l

tra i l s  and tra i l - re lated fac i l i t ies  for  motor ized and non-motor ized recreat iona l

tra i l  funds .  Munic ipa l i t ies ,  other  sub-d iv is ions  of  state government ,  and non-prof i t

organ izat ions may be e l ig ib le  for  th is  fund ing .  Th is  program is  admin istered by the

Bureau of  Parks  and Lands (BPL)  at  the Department of  Agr icu l ture ,  Conservat ion

and Forestry .  

REG I ONA L  GRANT  PROGRAM  

This  program d istr ibutes  money to  permanent ,  non-prof i t ,  incorporated

organ izat ions whose pr imary purpose is  to  promote and expand tour ism in  each of

the e ight  des ignated tour ism reg ions .  Tour ism reg ions are  def ined by the

communit ies  serv ing the tour ism trade with in  a  def ined area .  The Regiona l  Grant

Program is  admin istered by the Maine Off ice  of  Tour ism.

RURA L  MANUFAC TUR I NG  AND  I N DUS TR I A L  S I T E

REDEVE LOPMENT  PROGRAM

The Maine Rura l  Deve lopment Author i ty  (MRDA) was admin istered by the Maine

Legis lature in  2002 to prov ide f inanc ia l  ass istance to  communit ies  and the i r

deve lopment partners  and redeve lop/deve lop underut i l i zed commerc ia l  industr ia l

propert ies .  Th is  program prov ides grant  fund ing for  techn ica l  ass istance ,

p lann ing or  implementat ion re lated to  the rehab i l i tat ion ,  rev i ta l izat ion and

market ing of  manufactur ing and industr ia l  s i tes  in  rura l  Maine communit ies .

MRDA and i ts  programs ass ist  with  pro jects  that  cannot  be accompl ished by the

pr ivate sector  deve lopment community  act ing a lone .
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S PEC I A L  EVENT S  GRANT  PROGRAM

This  grant  funds major  events  that  have an impact  on trave l  in  at  least  two or

more reg ions and/or  generates  nat iona l  and/or  internat iona l  press  coverage for

the state .  The events  must  have the ab i l i ty  to  create mult i -reg iona l  and/or

statewide economic  impacts  that  draw tour ism-re lated act iv i ty  ins ide Maine and

from beyond i ts  borders .  Th is  program is  admin istered by MOT.  

S TA T E  TRADE  EXPANS I ON  PROGRAM  ( S T E P )

The U .S .  Smal l  Bus iness  Admin istrat ion (SBA) created the STEP F inanc ia l

Ass istance Award which is  admin istered through the Maine Internat iona l  Trade

Center .  I t  ex ists  to  encourage Maine companies  to  seek new internat iona l  sa les

opportun it ies .  Bus inesses seek ing ass istance for  internat iona l  bus iness

deve lopment ,  export  sk i l l s  deve lopment ,  and/or  export  market ing may be e l ig ib le

for  th is  program.  Ass istance may be ava i lab le  to  rece ive  re imbursements that  tota l

up to  $15K per  year .

TOUR I SM  ENTERPR I S E  GRANT  PROGRAM  

The Tour ism Enterpr ise  Market ing Grant  ass ists  new and promis ing tour ism-

focused market ing pro jects  that  wi l l  increase v is i tat ion of  ind iv idua ls  res id ing 50

mi les  or  more from the dest inat ion .  Organ izat ions must  be a  Maine munic ipa l i ty ,

tr iba l  government ,  or  Maine-based nonprof i t .  Th is  program is  admin istered by

MOT.

USDA  S PEC I A L T Y  B LOCK  GRANT  PROGRAM  ( SCBG )

SCBG funds market  research ,  market  promot ion ,  and new techno logy pro jects

spec if ica l ly  to  benef i t  spec ia l ty  crop producers .  Grants  are  genera l ly  prov ided to

pro jects  that  wi l l  he lp  a  number of  bus inesses with in  a  des ignated sector .  Th is

grant  is  admin istered by the Department of  Agr icu l ture ,  Conservat ion and

Forestry  (DACF) ,  and from 2014-2018 have ranged from $11K-$100K.
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LOANS

AGR I CU L TURA L  MARKE T I NG  LOAN  FUND  ( AML F )

AMLF prov ides f inanc ing to  he lp  Maine farms and agr icu l tura l  bus inesses

enhance and improve the i r  products .  Pro jects  shou ld  demonstrate how new and

innovat ive  equ ipment and fac i l i t ies  cou ld  improve and enhance the

manufactur ing ,  marketab i l i ty ,  and product ion of  Maine products .  Farms,  food

processors ,  and aquacu lture operators  can access  the fund to  enhance

product ion processes ,  innovate market ing techn iques ,  and/or  make product

improvements .  The program was deve loped by DACF and is  admin istered by

FAME.

BROWNF I E LD S  REVO LV I NG  LOAN  FUND  ( BR L F )

BRLF is  a  partnersh ip  program between DECD and the Maine Department of

Env ironmenta l  Protect ion (DEP) ,  w ith  DECD as  the f inanc ia l  manager  of  the

program and DEP serv ing as  i ts  env i ronmenta l  manager .  BRLF serves to  increase

loca l  tax bases and fac i l i tate  job growth whi le  protect ing and improv ing the

env ironment .  Brownf ie lds  are  ident i f ied and qua l i f ied by DEP,  and qua l i fy  as  the

property ,  expans ion ,  redeve lopment ,  or  reuse of  a  pro ject  which may be

compl icated by the presence of  a  potent ia l  hazardous substance ,  po l lutant ,  or

contaminant .  Th is  program prov ides add it iona l  fund ing to  DEP’s  current

Brownf ie lds  Program for  remediat ion of  ident i f ied brownf ie ld  s i tes  and serve as

an added resource to  leverage pr ivate deve loper  funds ,  munic ipa l  funds ,  and/or

state funds .



.
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COMMERC I A L  FAC I L I T I E S  DEVE LOPMENT  PROGRAM  ( C FD )

MRDA can serve as  a  lender ,  pr inc ipa l  deve loper ,  partner ,  or  investor  in  the

acqu is i t ion of  property  and redeve lopment of  ex ist ing commerc ia l  propert ies

under  the CFD program.  Investments  through th is  program are ava i lab le  up to

$500K.  Pro jects  must  deve lop new commerc ia l  fac i l i t ies  or  acqu ire/redeve lop

nonproduct ive  commerc ia l  fac i l i t ies  for  subsequent  return to  product ive  use

through e i ther  sa le  or  lease .  CFD loan terms last  up to  20 years .

COMP L I ANCE  ASS I S TANCE  LOAN  PROGRAM  

FAME admin isters  the Compl iance Ass istance Loan Program,  which is  intended to

he lp  bus inesses f inance the renovat ion ,  remova l ,  d isposa l ,  or  rep lacement of  a l l  or

any part  of  certa in  o i l  storage fac i l i t ies  or  tanks and certa in  a i r  qua l i ty

improvement equ ipment ,  in  con junct ion with  the Maine Munic ipa l  Bond Bank and

DEP.  Loan amounts  reach up to  $400K with  terms up to  15 years .

DA I R Y  I M PROVEMENT  FUND  

The Da iry  Improvement Fund program is  intended to  he lp  farms and other  da i ry

enterpr ises  fund cap ita l  improvements to  mainta in  and enhance v is ib i l i ty  of  the i r

farms.  Bus inesses who are located in  Maine and ident i f ied by DACF as  be ing

engaged in  commerc ia l  product ion of  cow mi lk/cow mi lk  products  may be e l ig ib le .

Th is  program is  admin istered by FAME.

FAME  D I R EC T  LOAN

The FAME Direct  Loan (former ly  the Economic  Recovery  Loan Program,  or  ERLP)

he lps  new or  ex ist ing bus inesses with  f lex ib le  gap f inanc ing d i rect ly  from FAME

when trad it iona l  loans may not  meet  the i r  needs .  Bus inesses must  be Maine-based ,

exh ib i t  reasonab le  ab i l i ty  to  repay the loan ,  and demonstrate that  other  sources of

cap ita l  have been exhausted .  Genera l ly  FAME Direct  Loans are  less  than $500K,  but

loans up to  $1  mi l l ion  may be ava i lab le  i f  substant ia l  pub l ic  benef i t  i s  demonstrated

and funds are  ava i lab le .
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L I NKED  I N V E S TMENT  PROGRAM  FOR  COMMERC I A L

EN TERPR I S E S

FAME works in  con junct ion with  the Maine State Treasurer  to  implement th is

program,  which reduces a  borrower ’s  interest  rate .  Loans are  approved and

funded by f inanc ia l  inst i tut ions in  accordance with  the i r  own po l ic ies .  To

qua l i fy ,  bus inesses must  be non-agr icu l tura l ,  have 20 or  fewer employees or

annua l  sa les  of  less  than $2 mi l l ion ,  be a  manufacturer  or  report  70% of  the i r

sa les  outs ide the state ,  be 50% owned by Maine res idents ,  or  create/reta in

one job for  each $20K of  depos ited funds ,  and loan proceeds must  be for  rea l

property ,  f ixed assets ,  research ,  or  work ing cap ita l .

NUTR I EN T  MANAGEMENT  PROGRAM

The Nutr ient  Management Loan Program is  admin istered by FAME and was

deve loped by DACF,  DEP,  and the Maine Munic ipa l  Bond Bank .  I t  ex ists  to  he lp

farms and other  bus inesses fund nutr ient  management pro jects  such as

d ivers ion ,  i r r igat ion ,  anaerob ic  d igestors ,  compost ing or  treatment fac i l i t ies .

Bus inesses that  have been ident i f ied by DACF as  hav ing e l ig ib le  agr icu l tura l

non-po int-sources po l lut ion abatement pro jects  are  genera l ly  cons idered

candidates .

POTATO  MARKE T I NG  FUND

Low-interest  f inanc ing is  ava i lab le  through FAME to he lp  Maine potato growers  and

packers  improve the qua l i ty  and market ing of  the i r  potatoes .  These funds are  a lso

ava i lab le  to  improve the economic  v iab i l i ty  of  the potato industry ,  through new

construct ion or  improvements to  storage and pack ing fac i l i t ies ,  or  purchase of

pack ing ,  s iz ing ,  wash ing ,  and dry ing equ ipment .
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REG I ONA L  ECONOM I C  DEVE LOPMENT  REVO LV I NG  LOAN

PROGRAM  ( REDR L P )

REDRLP makes loans through Maine ’s  reg iona l  deve lopment agenc ies  to  create

or  reta in  jobs .  D isbursements are  made to  those agenc ies ,  and they in  turn

make loans to  e l ig ib le  borrowers .  Bus inesses must  have sa les  under  $10 mi l l ion

or  employ 100 or  fewer employees ,  and be conduct ing bus iness  in  advanced

manufactur ing ,  advanced informat ion systems,  advanced b io log ica l /natura l

resource techn iques ,  in  convers ion from the defense industry ,  conduct ing

s ign if icant  R&D or  s ign i f icant  export  invo lvement ,  or  be engaged in  s ign i f icant

tour ism efforts ,  qua l i ty  ch i ld-care efforts ,  or  community  fac i l i t ies

deve lopment .  Terms vary  cont ingent  on the nature of  the pro ject  and th is

program is  admin istered by FAME.

S PECU LA T I V E  BU I L D I NGS  PROGRAM  ( C I B )

The Community  Industr ia l  (Specu lat ive)  Bu i ld ings Program (CIB)  prov ides

communit ies  and the i r  loca l  deve lopment corporat ions with  f inanc ia l  ass istance

in  the form of  loans for  the construct ion and assoc iated costs  of  specu lat ive

commerc ia l  and industr ia l  bu i ld ings .  Loans for  the C IB program are ava i lab le  up

to $500K with  terms up to  20 years .  Pro jects  must  foster  job creat ion and/or

encourage bus iness  deve lopment in  areas of  economic  need .  Th is  program is

admin istered through MRDA.
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EQU ITY

MA INE  VENTURE  FUND  ( MVF )

Each company and investment opportun ity  at  MVF is  examined on an ind iv idua l

bas is .  To qua l i fy  for  fund ing from MVF,  companies  must  have s ign i f icant

operat ions in  Maine ,  demonstrate a  v iab le  p lan for  prov id ing an ROI  for  MVF

and other  investors ,  prov ide ev idence of  the need for  f inanc ia l

ass istance to  rea l ize  Maine-based job growth and retent ion ,  rece ive  co-

investment match ,  at  a  min imum,  for  the amount sought  from MVF,  and employ

50 or  fewer people/  have gross  sa les  of  $5 mi l l ion  or  less  with in  the past  12

months .  In i t ia l  investments  from MVF are genera l ly  $100K-$300K,  and

addit iona l  cap ita l  may be ava i lab le  to  cont inue to  support  the company .

MA INE  T ECHNOLOGY  I N S T I T U T E  ( MT I )

MTI offers  equ ity  investments  to  bus inesses ,  organ izat ions ,  and ind iv idua ls  to

support  Maine ’s  innovat ion economy.



facebook .com/MaineDECD

twitter .com/MEDECD

l inked in .com/company/mainedecd

STAY  CONNECTED

maine .gov/decd
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maine.gov/cgi-bin/online/businessanswers/



Char lotte  Mace ,  D i rector  
Char lotte  ass ists  bus inesses and communit ies  state-wide with  new

and ex ist ing pro jects  and access  to  cap ita l .  

 

 

 

 

STAY  CONNECTED  WITH  THE

OFF ICE  OF  BUS INESS

DEVELOPMENT
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Martha Bent ley ,  Manager  of  Smal l  Bus iness  & 

Entrepreneur ia l  Deve lopment
Connect  with  Martha with  quest ions about  entrepreneursh ip ,

startups ,  and innovat ion deve lopment throughout  a l l  of  Maine .

 

 

 

 

Gwen Perry ,  Bus iness  Deve lopment Spec ia l i st
Reach out  to  Gwen with  ideas for  co l laborat ing with  DECD and how

to access  our  economic  & community  deve lopment programs state-

wide .

 

 

Torrey Gray ,  Bus iness  Answers  Manager
Reach out  to  Torrey for  resources and gu idance on how to get

bus inesses of  a l l  s izes  in  operat ion .

 

 

 

 

 

Charlotte.Mace@maine.gov 
207. 624.7448

 
Martha.M.Bentley@maine.gov

207. 624.9844

Torrey.J.Gray@maine.gov
207.624.9812

Gwendolyn.Perry@maine.gov
207.624.9847

Mary Grace Sch ley ,  Large Bus iness  Deve lopment Manager
Mary Grace works pr imar i ly  with  large bus inesses throughout

Maine ,  with  a  focus in  the natura l  resources sector .

 

 

 

MaryGrace.Schley@maine.gov
207.624.7457



 

 

P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  t h e  

O f f i c e  o f  B u s i n e s s  D e v e l o p m e n t

a t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E c o n o m i c

&  C o m m u n i t y  D e v e l o p m e n t  f o r

a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t

a n y  a n d  a l l  p r o g r a m s .  

 

W e ' r e  a t  y o u r  s e r v i c e .


