
 
 

 

April 8, 2021 

 

 

U.S. Small Business Administration 

409 3rd Street, SW 

Washington, D.C. 20416 

 

RE: Shuttered Venue Operators Grant Applications by Maine Entities 

 

Dear U.S. Small Business Administration Representative(s): 

 

I am pleased to write this letter in support of the applications to the Shuttered Venue Operators 

Grant Program by Maine’s performing arts centers, museums, and other relevant venue operators 

and talent representatives.  

 

Performing arts and other cultural assets are essential to Maine’s economic and community well-

being. These entities have been severely impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic and related business 

restrictions over the past year, leaving many in critical need of financial support. State ordinances 

limiting in-person business operations, gathering sizes, and travel into Maine have forced venues to 

close or to operate under extremely limited conditions, and impacted seasonal tourism upon which 

many of these entities depend. Enclosed you will find the Governor’s Executive Orders focused on 

maintaining public health that have impacted businesses and non-profit organizations in this 

industry. 

 

Without hesitation, I am in full support of the applications by these entities to the Shuttered Venue 

Operators Grant Program. Maine’s art and cultural institutions have a significant impact on our 

residents and communities, and their continued viability is necessary for Maine’s economic recovery. 

Thank you for your consideration of their applications and for your work to support this industry, 

both in the State of Maine and across the U.S. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Heather Johnson, Commissioner 

Maine Department of Economic and Community Development 



Executive Orders – Occupancy and Gathering Limits, Travel Restrictions 

March 2020 – March 2021 

 

Contents 

Executive Order 14 FY 19/20 – March 18, 2020 

• Prohibits gatherings of more than 10 people through March 31, 2020. 

Executive Order 19 FY 19/20 – March 24, 2020 

• Prohibits non-essential businesses from engaging in public-facing activities through April 8, 2020. 
• Extends 10-person gathering limit through April 8, 2020. 

Executive Order 28 FY 19/20 – March 31, 2020 

• Orders all Maine residents to stay at home except for certain essential activities through April 30, 2020. 
• Sets in-store gathering limits for essential retail businesses. Non-essential businesses must continue to 

limit their activities pursuant to Executive Order 19 FY 19/20. 

Executive Order 34 FY 19/20 – April 3, 2020 

• Sets travel restrictions for any persons traveling to Maine. 

Executive Order 19-A FY 19/20 – April 7, 2020 

• Extends Executive Order 19 FY 19/20 through April 30, 2020. 

Executive Order 28-A FY 19/20 – April 10, 2020 

• Updates the in-store gathering limits for essential retail businesses established in Executive Order 28 FY 
19/20. All other provisions of Executive Order 28 FY 19/20 remain in effect. 

Executive Order 49 FY 19/20 – April 29, 2020 

• Extends Executive Orders 14, 19, 28, and 34 FY 19/20 through May 31, 2020. 

Executive Order 55 FY 19/20 – May 29, 2020 

• Increases gathering limit from 10 to 50 people. 
• Begins to phase out activity restrictions for certain non-essential businesses. 
• Eases stay at home order so that people may access the increased business activities that are reopened. 

Executive Order 57 FY 19/20 – June 9, 2020 

• Modifies the travel restrictions established in Executive Order 34 FY 19/20. 

Executive Order 28-A-2 FY 19/20 – June 16, 2020 

• Updates the in-store customer limits for retail establishments established in Executive Order 28-A FY 
19/20. 

Executive Order 6 FY 20/21 – August 1, 2020 

• Establishes new outdoor gathering limits. The 50-person limit remains in place for indoor gatherings. 



Executive Order 14 FY 20/21 – October 6, 2020 

• Updates the indoor gathering limit for establishments that require seating for all invitees. The indoor 
gathering limit remains at 50 people for all other establishments. 

Executive Order 16 FY 20/21 – November 4, 2020 

• Reinstates the 50-person indoor gathering limit for all establishments. 

Executive Order 35 FY 20/21 – March 5, 2021 

• Updates indoor gathering and in-store customer limits, outdoor gathering limits, and travel restrictions. 
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