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Shared-Use Food Processing Facilities as a Platform for:
Entrepreneurship @ Value-Added Production ® Regional Opportunity
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Sector Snapshot: Maine’s Food Economy
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What is a Shared-Use Food Processing Facility?

A shared-use food processing facility is a licensed commercial food production space that multiple businesses can rent to
produce food safely and affordably.
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https://www.maine.gov/decd/sites/maine.gov.decd/files/2025-12/Final Report - Shared Use Processing - Maine DECD.pdf

Regional Market Drivers & Opportunities
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REGION 7 MARKET DRIVER OPPORTUNITY
Aroostook Large-scale agriculture A specialized processing facility for meat
& vegetables
Piscataquis & High number of home producers & A shared kitchen incubator is already
Somerset mobile vendors being developed in Skowhegan
Hancock, Penobscot, Robust seafood economy & untapped A dual-purpose facility supporting both
& Washington potential for freezing vegetables vegetable freezing & seafood processing
Androscoggin, Smaller in scale, with poultry, eggs, & A shared-use food processing facility to
Franklin, & Oxford apples leading production complement existing efforts
Kennebec, Knox, Dairy, seafood industries & Specialized dairy & seafood
Lincoln, Waldo, small-scale food entrepreneurs processing facilities
& Sagadahoc
Cumberland & York Entrepreneurial hub Continue to support the long-term

stability and success of the Fork Food Lab

Why Shared Facilities Matter for Maine

Shared-use processing facilities help Maine businesses launch, scale, and reach new markets.

Farm or Shared-Use Value-Added Retail,

Fishery Processing Products Restaurants,
Facility & Exports

“estions? Please contact Eric P. Weidman | Business Development Coordinator
e  207-557-3841 | eric.p.weidman@maine.gov
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