
Maine Blue Economy Task Force
Public Meeting

Thursday, October 10, 2024



Welcome and introductions

Our team includes:

● Michael Conathan – Michael Conathan Consulting LLC
● Charles Colgan – Center for the Blue Economy
● Dana O’Brien – BioHarbor Strategies, LLC
● Laura Taylor Singer – SAMBAS Consulting, LLC



Agenda

11:00 Welcome/Introductions
11:10 Defining & Describing Maine’s Blue Economy

• Based on what we have learned and read, are there elements missing from 
the current legislative definition to capture the full scope of our vision for 
Maine’s Blue Economy?

11:40 Deep Dive #2: Research & Development
• Beth Orcott, Bigelow
• Jake Ward, UMaine
• Charles Tilberg, UNE (TBD)
• Blaine Grimes, GMRI

12:25 Next Steps - Consultations
12:30 Adjourn



Objectives for today

1. Review and refine an initial working definition of the blue 
economy.

2. Share perspectives on Maine’s R&D efforts and where Maine 
could have greater impact.

3. Share updates on the consultation process and schedule.
4. Continue to meet the requirements of the statute.

https://legislature.maine.gov/legis/bills/getPDF.asp?paper=SP0523&item=5&snum=131


Defining and Describing Maine’s Blue Economy

• Legislative definition: “business sectors that rely on the sustainable 
use of ocean resources for economic health, improved livelihoods, 
jobs or ecosystem health”

• Areas commonly included: 1) economic activity connected to the 
ocean; 2) sustainable use of the ocean; and 3) technology 
innovation in ocean industries.

• Legislation seeks input regarding “sectors within the state’s economy 
that do not have a specific economic development plan, strategy or 
roadmap”

• See Overview of Maine’s Blue Economy

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1146MaUWXXNMP7cq_UD9gWv86rzhapTnh/view?usp=share_link


Consultations

Legislatively required consultations
• Relevant state agencies
• Publicly funded institutions
• Blue Economy trade associations
• Boat building, marine tech, construction & engineering
• Blue Economy investors
• SEA Maine, ME Aquaculture Roadmap and OSW Roadmap
• Federally recognized Tribes
• Orgs engaged in conservation & sustainable island 

development



Upcoming Meeting Schedule
• Tuesday, November 19 - 10:00AM – 11:30AM

Island Institute, Rockland
What’s working elsewhere? Review existing roadmaps

• Thursday, December 12 - 12:00PM – 2:00PM
University of Maine, Orono
Review & prioritize info gathered, prep for report drafting

• Friday, January 10 – 12:00PM – 2:00PM
Remote only
Review Draft Report, take final input from Task Force

All meetings will include a virtual option, 
but in-person participation is strongly encouraged when possible.



Beth Orcutt
Vice President for Research

Bold Science for our Blue Planet
Discovery, Solutions, and Inspiration 

for a Better Future



John BurnsDISCOVERY



SOLUTIONS



DISCOVERIES



Example: Forecasting tools
SOLUTIONS



DISCOVERIES



Example: Seaweed “halo” effect
SOLUTIONS




