
Comments Total Comments

20(1) 3

20(2) 1

20(3) 3

20(4) 2

20(5) 0

20(6) 0

20(7) 0

20(8) 3

20(9) 3

20(10) 3

20(11) 0

20(12) 1
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Name Source Affiliation Company name Comments Reference
Department Response 

(accept, accept in part, reject)
Reasoning

Steve Bayse Online
In Section 1(2)(E)(3), consider clearly stating if the intent is to consider taxes owed to the State of Maine only, or if federal taxes owed and/or federal 

tax lien (i.e. IRS), are also considered. Recommend federal tax debt/tax liens are included.

Chapter 20, 

Section 1(2) - 

Individual 

Identification 

Cards; Issuance 

of Individual 

Identification 

Cards

No change required.  

Existing regulatory language 

sufficient, tax liens may be 

considered "other tax 

delinquency" for the purposes 

of this proposed rule.

Steve Bergeron Email
Bergeron Marine 

Services

Dear sir or madam

I am writing to weigh in on the up coming legislation being considered to expand cannabis sales to venues.

While I am not opposed to recreational use I have always had issues with the fact that there is no adequate test to determine if someone is under the 

influence presently during a traffic stop.

I realize there is trading for police but it is limited to body language mostly and could be refuted in court.

If some one was drinking law inforcement can tell and person is punished.

Please consider this when researching for this law.

Regards

General General comment No specific change requested. 

Alex McMahan Email MedCo. IICs are evidence of the stigma, unique to our industry, and should be considered by the legislature to be eliminated. General General comment

No specific change requested at 

this time, statutory change 

would be required to 

implement.  See 28-B MRS § 

106.

https://www.maine.gov/dafs/ocp/sites/maine.gov.dafs.ocp/files/2023-08/Proposed Rule 18-691 CMR ch20 - Rules for the Licensure of AU Cannabis Establishments.pdf


Name Source Affiliation Company name Comments Reference

Department Response 

(accept, accept in part, 

reject)

Reasoning

Toni Green Online

Annual renewal of IIC cards should not include yearly fingerprinting. It is costly for employees of licensees and puts a burden on the employee, 

usually resulting in time off from work to get fingerprints taken, therefore hours lost. And the possibly of a lengthy drive. It is unnecessary and could 

be done once when initially getting an IIC or every 5 years.

Chapter 20, 

Section 1(2) - 

Individual 

Identification 

Cards; Issuance 

of Individual 

Identification 

Cards

Reject 
Statutory change required, see 28-B 

MRS §§ 106 and 204.

https://www.maine.gov/dafs/ocp/sites/maine.gov.dafs.ocp/files/2023-08/Proposed Rule 18-691 CMR ch20 - Rules for the Licensure of AU Cannabis Establishments.pdf


Name Source Affiliation Company name Comments Reference

Department Response 

(accept, accept in part, 

reject)

Reasoning

Alex McMahan Email MedCo. 3.3.9 & 3.3.10 - These seem to be redundant. 9 already allows for 10.

Chapter 20, 

Section 3(3) - 

Cannabis 

Establishment 

Licenses & 

Authorized 

Activity; 

Products 

Manufacturing 

Facility License

Reject

Paragraph 9 refers to cannabis and 

cannabis products not packaged for 

retail sale; Paragraph 10 refers to 

cannabis and cannabis products 

packaged for retail sale

Alex McMahan Email MedCo.
3.4.A.1 - In conjunction with the new definition for “pre-packaged retail units”, this now prohibits products that are not child resistant from being 

transferred to cannabis stores. Exit packaging is allowed in statute, as is transfer of products without child resistant packaging.

Chapter 20, 

Section 3(4) - 

Cannabis 

Establishment 

Licenses & 

Authorized 

Activity; 

Cannabis Store 

License

Accept in part

See new definition of "pre-

packaged retail unit" and 

reintroduction of exit packaging.

Alex McMahan Email MedCo. 3.4.A.11 - Same issue as 3.4.A.1 above.

Chapter 20, 

Section 3(4) - 

Cannabis 

Establishment 

Licenses & 

Authorized 

Activity; 

Cannabis Store 

License

Accept in part

See new definition of "pre-

packaged retail unit" and 

reintroduction of exit packaging.

https://www.maine.gov/dafs/ocp/sites/maine.gov.dafs.ocp/files/2023-08/Proposed Rule 18-691 CMR ch20 - Rules for the Licensure of AU Cannabis Establishments.pdf


Name Source Affiliation Company name Comments Reference

Department Response 

(accept, accept in part, 

reject)

Reasoning

Steve Bayse Email

Under Section 4(1)(D)(11), consider clarifying if federal taxes owed and/or a federal tax lien on the Applicants property are included. Would the 

current wording of "other jurisdiction" include the federal government (i.e. the IRS)? If not, consider stating clearly what taxes owed and tax liens 

will be considered. Recommend that federal tax debt is included and considered.

Chapter 20, 

Section 4(1) - 

General 

Licensing 

Criteria & 

Qualifications; 

General 

Licensing 

Criteria 

No change required

See generally 28-B MRS sec. 

203(2)(A)-(B)--Additional licensing 

consideration: Tax compliance. 

Federal tax compliance already 

considered.

Alex McMahan Email MedCo. 4.3.D.1.a - There is a typo in “applicant’s”, the possessive is not necessary.

Chapter 20, 

Section 4(3) - 

General 

Licensing 

Criteria & 

Qualifications; 

Required Forms 

and Information 

for All Licenses

Accept 

https://www.maine.gov/dafs/ocp/sites/maine.gov.dafs.ocp/files/2023-08/Proposed Rule 18-691 CMR ch20 - Rules for the Licensure of AU Cannabis Establishments.pdf


Name Source Affiliation Company name Comments Reference

Department Response 

(accept, accept in part, 

reject)

Reasoning
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https://www.maine.gov/dafs/ocp/sites/maine.gov.dafs.ocp/files/2023-08/Proposed Rule 18-691 CMR ch20 - Rules for the Licensure of AU Cannabis Establishments.pdf


Name Source Affiliation Company name Comments Reference

Department Response 

(accept, accept in part, 

reject)

Reasoning

Alex McMahan Email MedCo. 8.3.A.4 - There is a type in the section reference, it references the section in the old rules.

Chapter 20, Section 8(3) - Application 

for Active License of a Cultivation 

Facility, Testing Facility, Products 

Manufacturing Facility or Cannabis 

Store, Including Provisional Testing 

License; Supplemental Information for 

Issuance of Active License

Accept

Alex McMahan Email MedCo. 8.7 - There is a typo: missing the word “license” after “An application for an active”.

Chapter 20, Section 8(7) - Application 

for Active License of a Cultivation 

Facility, Testing Facility, Products 

Manufacturing Facility or Cannabis 

Store, Including Provisional Testing 

License; Application Processing for an 

Active License

Accept

Alex McMahan Email MedCo. 8.4.P.4 - The legislature should consider eliminating controlled entry areas.

Chapter 20, Section 8(4) - Application 

for Active License of a Cultivation 

Facility, Testing Facility, Products 

Manufacturing Facility or Cannabis 

Store, Including Provisional Testing 

License; Facility Plan

No rule change requested
Statutory change requested to 

28-B MRS § 504(4-A) 

https://www.maine.gov/dafs/ocp/sites/maine.gov.dafs.ocp/files/2023-08/Proposed Rule 18-691 CMR ch20 - Rules for the Licensure of AU Cannabis Establishments.pdf


Name Source Affiliation Company name Comments Reference

Department Response 

(accept, accept in part, 

reject)

Reasoning

Jill Cohen Online Attorney
Cohen Law 

Maine

Re: 9 (2) (B) (6) Requiring a detailed event diagram 30 days in advance may not be possible as the event organizers usually don't lock down actual 

vendor locations until closer to the event start date. Often event organizers are trying to sell vendor space right up to the day of the event which 

could result in a licensee's location being moved. This also requires licensees to obtain an event diagram where an event organizer may not be 

prepared to release that information 30 days in advance, or at all. 

Chapter 20, Section 

9(2) - Specified Event 

Permits for Retail 

Sales Outside the 

Licensed Premises of 

a Cannabis Store; 

Application for a 

Specified Event 

Permit 

Reject

Applicants may submit an updated 

diagram if initial information submitted 

changes between application and the 

event.

Jill Cohen Online Attorney
Cohen Law 

Maine

Re: 9 (2) (B) (7) Will OCP be providing any guidelines as to security measures for event sales? Are you requiring transactions to be captured on 

camera, as is required for retail store, delivery, and curbside sales? More detail here, if possible, would be helpful.

Chapter 20, Section 

9(2) - Specified Event 

Permits for Retail 

Sales Outside the 

Licensed Premises of 

a Cannabis Store; 

Application for a 

Specified Event 

Permit 

Accept in 18-691 CMR, ch. 30, not in ch. 20.

See security requirements in 18-691 

CMR, ch. 30, Compliance Rules for 

Adult Use Cannabis Establishments, § 1, 

sub-§ 2

Alex McMahan Email MedCo. 9.2.B.6 - There is a typo: missing the word “of” between “benefit” and “individuals”.

Chapter 20, Section 

9(2) - Specified Event 

Permits for Retail 

Sales Outside the 

Licensed Premises of 

a Cannabis Store; 

Application for a 

Specified Event 

Permit 

Accept

https://www.maine.gov/dafs/ocp/sites/maine.gov.dafs.ocp/files/2023-08/Proposed Rule 18-691 CMR ch20 - Rules for the Licensure of AU Cannabis Establishments.pdf


Team Discuss Name Source Affiliation Company name Comments Reference

Department Response 

(accept, accept in part, 

reject)

Reasoning

Yes James Judge Online Theory Wellness

We are interested in what can be done to streamline the establishment license renewal process, which is protracted and burdensome to licensees. 

Ideally, licenses would be valid for more than one year. Beyond that, the process itself could be improved. Specifically, the documents asked for in 

license renewal portal are not comprehensive of all documents that are asked for during the renewal process. There are often ‘back and forth’ 

communications between the OCP and licensees for documents that could have been provided all at once, through the portal. We also do not 

understand the necessity for an owner to provide a notarized affidavit at the end of the renewal process. Furthermore, the requirement to provide 

payment at the end of the renewal process causes undue delays, as it takes time for payment to be drawn, sent, and processed by the OCP. Payment 

could be processed through the portal at time of submission of documents. We ask that the license renewal process be reviewed, and we are happy 

to take part in these discussions.

Chapter 20, 

Section 10(1)--

License 

Renewal 

Process; Annual 

Renewal

Reject

Partially beyond the scope of current 

rulemaking.  OCP reduced duplication 

in application process during 2022 

rulemaking activity, because fees may 

not be returned, licensing fees cannot 

be submitted until the license has 

been approved.  Additionally, OCP 

cannot access credit card processing 

for the acceptance of fees for the 

same reasons that program 

participants cannot accept credit card 

payments due to federal prohibitions 

on cannabis.  See generally 28-B MRS 

sec. 207(5)--Application fees; license 

fees: Return of fees prohibited. See 

also 28-B MRS sec. 209(5)--License 

renewal: Renewal application process; 

fees; rules. See also 28-B MRS sec. 

205(3)(B)--Application process; 

issuance of license: Issuance of 

Conditional License.

Yes Hannah King Online Dentons

Chapter 20, Section 10(1)(G)

The new proposed language that would require a products manufacturing facility engaged in extraction using inherently hazardous substances to 

obtain a new engineer certification every 24 months is unduly burdensome, expensive, and unnecessary. It costs, on average, $25,000 to obtain this 

type of certification from a professional engineer. If no new equipment has been installed and the extraction processes have not changed since the 

initial certification, there is no reason to require re-certification within a specified time frame. This type of approval is similar to land use approvals 

that are routinely granted across our state, where a Certificate of Occupancy is issued for sign off on the safety of the building and electrical 

equipment, etc. within the building. This approval runs with the land and there is no need to renew any approvals or review the building again 

unless there is going to be construction or other changes on site that would require an update to what was previously approved. Making this change 

would not eliminate the need for a new engineer certification if there are material changes to the facility and/or equipment.

Chapter 20, 

Section 10(1) - 

License 

Renewal 

Process; Annual 

Renewal

Accept in part

See revised language, reinspections 

and recertifications by a professional 

engineer may be done remotely.  See 

also, e-mail from Chris Witherall to 

OCP Compliance Director, Michael 

Field (attached to basis statement) 

citing a reinspection fee of $3000 

(exclusive of travel costs, hence OCP's 

change to allow remote reinspections 

instead of requiring on-site, in-person 

reinspections)

Yes Alex McMahan Email MedCo.
10.1.G - Engineers may be overkill here. For example, storage can be approved by a fire inspector, fire suppression can be inspected and approved 

by AAA, electrical can and should be inspected by an electrical inspector, exhaust systems can be inspected and improved by HVAC companies.

Chapter 20, 

Section 10(1) - 

License 

Renewal 

Process; Annual 

Renewal

Reject

In order to ensure ongoing safety 

standards, reinspection and 

certification must be done by 

someone with the same expertise as 

the initial inspector.

https://www.maine.gov/dafs/ocp/sites/maine.gov.dafs.ocp/files/2023-08/Proposed Rule 18-691 CMR ch20 - Rules for the Licensure of AU Cannabis Establishments.pdf
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https://www.maine.gov/dafs/ocp/sites/maine.gov.dafs.ocp/files/2023-08/Proposed Rule 18-691 CMR ch20 - Rules for the Licensure of AU Cannabis Establishments.pdf


Name Source Affiliation Company name Comments Reference

Department Response 

(accept, accept in part, 

reject)

Reasoning

Alex McMahan Email MedCo. 12.4 - The legislature should consider allowing appointmenting by a will and testament instead of only by a court order.

Chapter 20, 

Section 12(4) - 

Transfer of 

Ownership 

and/or 

Controlling 

Interests; 

Temporary 

Appointee

No rule change requested

Legislative change to Title 28-B, ch. 1, 

sub-ch. 2 re: probate of cannabis 

business ownership interests

https://www.maine.gov/dafs/ocp/sites/maine.gov.dafs.ocp/files/2023-08/Proposed Rule 18-691 CMR ch20 - Rules for the Licensure of AU Cannabis Establishments.pdf

