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RFA AMENDMENT #202506092 AND 
RFA SUBMITTED QUESTIONS & ANSWERS SUMMARY

RFA NUMBER: 202506092 - SUBMITTED Q & A SUMMARY
	RFA NUMBER AND TITLE:
	RFA # 202506092 – Clean Energy Partnership: Residential Energy Efficiency Workforce Training Grants

	RFA ISSUED BY:
	Governor’s Energy Office

	SUBMITTED QUESTIONS DUE DATE:
	August 8, 2025, no later than 11:50 p.m., local time

	QUESTION & ANSWER SUMMARY ISSUED:
	August 27, 2025

	PROPOSAL DUE DATE:
	September 17, 2025, no later than 11:59 p.m., local time 

	PROPOSALS DUE TO:
	Proposals@maine.gov

	Unless specifically addressed below, all other provisions and clauses of the RFA remain unchanged.

	DESCRIPTION OF CHANGES IN RFA:

1. The application page requirement has been removed from Part V of the RFA.
2. The scoring criteria in Part IV of the RFA has been revised.
3. The Budget Worksheet within the Application Form has been amended to correct a cell formatting issue.

	REVISED LANGUAGE IN RFA:

1. The application must be 20 pages or less. Letters of support are not included in the page limitation.
2. Scoring Weights: The score will be based on a 100-point scale and will measure the degree to which each application meets the criteria and instructions described in Part V of the RFA and in the Budget Worksheet.

	Scoring Criteria
	Points Available

	Eligibility
	Pass/Fail

	Organization Qualifications and Experience
	25

	Proposed Project 	
	20 

	Proposed Outcomes	
	15

	Implementation – Work Plan	
	10

	Budget 	
	25

	Partnerships Table
	5

	Total Points 
	100 points



3. The Budget Worksheet within the Application Form has been amended. Please double click on the icon below to open the embedded file to review the changes. 






Provided below are submitted written questions received and the responses provided at the Informational Session.

	1
	RFA Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Part I, Section C. Eligibility to Submit Applications, Page 6
	Is a municipal school unit (nonprofit but not 501c3) eligible to apply?

	
	Answer

	
	A municipal school unit meeting the eligibility criteria would be eligible to apply. Applicants must be organized, chartered, or incorporated (or otherwise formed) under the laws of a particular state or territory of the United States, and be capable of providing the proposed services sought by this RFA at a location within the State of Maine. 



	2
	RFA Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Part III, Section D. Application Submission, Pages 13-14
	When submitting the application does everything have to be on the application form or can you submit the sections as appendix

	
	Answer

	
	Applicants must submit a completed Application Form (found in Part V of the RFA) and all required information and attachments as stated in the form. The Application Form must be submitted as a single, typed, PDF file. Applicants are not to provide additional attachments beyond those specified in the RFA or Application Form for the purpose of extending their response. Materials not requested will not be considered part of the application and will not be evaluated. Letters of support may be provided and are not included in the page limitation.



	3
	RFA Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Part IV, Section G. Scoring Weights, Page 15
	Is there any programmatic preference between cost efficiency per person served vs. impact on those served (e.g., serve more people well for less $ or serve fewer people but increase individual impact for more $)

	
	Answer

	
	It is at the Applicant’s discretion to determine the activities they will propose in their application. Applicants are encouraged to propose cost efficient projects to attract, train, certify, place, and retain current and potential energy efficiency workers and residential energy contractors. Additionally, proposed costs must be reasonable and necessary for the project and adhere to the Uniform Cost Principles detailed in 2 CFR Part 200 Subpart E, and 2 CFR Part 910 (Department of Energy-specific).




	4
	RFA Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Part II, Section A. Required Activities, Pages 8-10
	Would energy coaching for consumers/residents be an in-scope programmatic activity?

	
	Answer

	
	Qualified individuals and entities are encouraged to submit proposals to attract, train, certify, place, and retain current and potential energy efficiency workers and residential energy contractors. It is at the Applicant’s discretion to determine the activities they will propose in their application. Without additional detail the State cannot determine whether this proposed activity will meet the eligibility criteria of the RFA.




	5
	RFA Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Part II, Section D. Reporting Requirements, Pages 11-12
	Are there any additional details available on reporting requirements, beyond what’s listed in the RFA?

	
	Answer

	
	Applicants are encouraged to review RFA Part II Activities and Requirements and Application Form, Proposed Outcomes. Awarded Applicants will be required to execute a State of Maine Service Contract with the appropriate riders including as determined by the issuing Department.



	6
	RFA Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Part I, Section C. Eligibility to Submit Applications, Page 6
	Could a non-profit be the lead applicant with a group of training organizations or does the lead applicant need to be the training provider?

	
	Answer

	
	A non-profit meeting the eligibility criteria would be eligible to apply. Applicants must be organized, chartered, or incorporated (or otherwise formed) under the laws of a particular state or territory of the United States, and be capable of providing the proposed services sought by this RFA at a location within the State of Maine. 

Applicants may list details of subcontractors in the Application Form. If using subcontractors, a letter of support from each proposed subcontractor stating their role and contribution to the project is also required. Additional partnerships may be listed in the Partnerships Table in the Application Form.



	7
	RFA Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Part II, Section B. Allowable Use of Funds, Pages 10-11
	Can funds be used for training equipment?

	
	Answer

	
	Proposed costs must be reasonable and necessary for the project and adhere to the Uniform Cost Principles detailed in 2 CFR Part 200 Subpart E, and 2 CFR Part 910 (Department of Energy-specific). Applicants may propose reasonable and necessary equipment purchases. Equipment is defined as an item with an acquisition cost greater than $10,000 and a useful life expectancy of more than one year (see 2 CFR 200 Part 200.1 for the definition of equipment.). Equipment purchases must be pre-approved by the Department and the US Department of Energy. The request to purchase equipment does not guarantee approval.



	8
	RFA Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Part V, Application Form, Page 17
	When completing the budget form do you have to list all expenses for the entire project or just the expenses you will be using the grant funding for?

	
	Answer

	
	Applicants must complete each tab of the Budget Worksheet, as applicable, detailing only the amounts requested for the proposed project. 



	9
	RFA Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Part V, Application Form, Page 17
	Is there a cost share requirement?

	
	Answer

	
	There is no match or cost-share requirement. 



	10
	RFA Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Part I, Section F. Applicable Legislation, Page 7
	I believe this funding is coming from the IRA. Is there any risk that this might be clawed back?

	
	Answer

	
	This program is funded under Section 50123 of the Inflation Reduction Act (PL 117-169). In December 2024, the Maine Governor's Energy Office (GEO) was approved for a $1.3 million award from the U.S. Department of Energy to administer the Training for Residential Energy Contractors (TREC) program. Visit this page for more information: https://www.maine.gov/energy/initiatives/infrastructure/contractor-training-grants. 
 



Below are submitted, written questions from bidders and the Department’s responses.

	1
	RFA Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Part I, Section E. Contract Terms, Page 7
	The RFA states that the contract period of performance begins November 1, 2025. Our organization is currently funded through a Clean Energy Partnership grant through June 30, 2026. We are interested in applying for this new grant to continue our programming without overlapping funds. Is there any flexibility in the contract start date?

	
	Answer

	
	Projects will have a total period of performance of 24 months, including an initial one-year period of performance and a renewal period. The renewal period is subject to satisfactory performance following the initial period of performance and available funds. The initial period of performance for all awards is estimated to be 11/01/2025 – 10/31/2026. 

No organization or partner receiving an award under this RFA may supplant other state or federal funds with these funds that assist with similar services. 




	2
	RFA Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Part I, Section E. Contract Terms, Page 7
	Is it permissible to begin limited activities, such as research, planning, and curriculum development, on a consultancy basis during the period of overlap with a current grant, while deferring full program implementation until a previous grant cycle ends?

	
	Answer

	
	Applicants must provide an Implementation – Work Plan in the application detailing strategies/activities, timeline, responsible actors, and expected outcomes for the period of performance. The initial period of performance for all awards is estimated to be 11/01/2025 – 10/31/2026, and the total period of performance is 24 months including a renewal period. The renewal period is subject to satisfactory performance following the initial period of performance and available funds. 
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Budget Cover Sheet

		State of Maine

		Governor's Energy Office

		COST PROPOSAL FORM 

		RFA# 202506092

		Clean Energy Partnership Workforce Development

		All worksheets in this workbook must be complete
Applicants will need to enter information in unshaded cells
Applicants should take caution when adding additional lines ensuring existing formulas calculate correctly

		Organization Name:								no

		Contact Person: 								no

		Contact Phone: 								no

		Contact Email: 								no



		1		Applicant Taxpayer Identification Number						no

		2		Applicant Address		Address Line 1

						Address Line 2

						Address Line 3



		3		Is applicant registered in SAM.gov

		4		Applicant Unique Entity Identifier

		If the answer to 3 is "No" please leave 4 blank and answer the following

		5		Did applicant receive $25 million or more of its annual gross revenue from federal funds?

		6		In the preceding fiscal year, did applicant receive 80% or more of its annual gross revenue from federal funds?

		7		If "Yes" to either 6 or 7, is the "total compensation for the organizations five highest paid officers publicly listed or otherwise listed on SAM.gov?





Budget - CEP

		State of Maine

		Governor's Energy Office

		COST PROPOSAL FORM 

		RFA# 202506092

		Clean Energy Partnership Workforce Development

		All worksheets in this workbook must be complete
Applicants will need to enter information in unshaded cells, shaded cells are calculated automatically using formulas
Applicants should take caution when adding additional lines ensuring existing formulas calculate correctly

		Organization Name:				0

		Contact Person: 				0

		Contact Phone: 				0

		Contact Email: 				0



						Year 1		Year 2		Total Request		Comments (as needed)

		Personnel Expenses

		1		Salaries/Wages		$   - 0		$   - 0		$   - 0

		2		Fringe Benefits		$   - 0		$   - 0		$   - 0

		3		Total Personnel Expenses		$   - 0		$   - 0		$   - 0

		Operating and Program Expenses

		4		Travel		$   - 0		$   - 0		$   - 0

		5		Equipment		$   - 0		$   - 0		$   - 0

		6		Supplies		$   - 0		$   - 0		$   - 0

		7		Contractual		$   - 0		$   - 0		$   - 0

		8		Other Direct Costs		$   - 0		$   - 0		$   - 0

		14		Total Operating and Program Expenses		$   - 0		$   - 0		$   - 0

		15		Operating & Personnel Subtotal		$   - 0		$   - 0		$   - 0

		16		Administrative Costs		$   - 0		$   - 0		$   - 0

		Total				$   - 0		$   - 0		$   - 0



		# of participants who will be served (unique individuals)				0.00

		Cost Per Participant				ERROR:#DIV/0!





Travel

		State of Maine

		Governor's Energy Office

		COST PROPOSAL FORM 

		RFA# 202506092

		Clean Energy Partnership Workforce Development

		All worksheets in this workbook must be complete
Applicants will need to enter information in unshaded cells, shaded cells are calculated automatically using formulas
Applicants should take caution when adding additional lines ensuring existing formulas calculate correctly

		Organization Name:						0

		Contact Person: 						0

		Contact Phone: 						0

		Contact Email: 						0



				Travel Line Item				Year 1 Amount		Year 2 Amount		Detail

		1

		2

		3

		4

		5

		6

		7

		8

		9

		10

				Total				- 0		- 0

		Instructions:
Provide a breakdown of proposed travel costs, including rates and how they are applied. Complex calculations should be described in sufficient detail below. Refer to 2 CFR 200 Part 200.475 for more information regarding allowability of travel costs.



















Equipment

		State of Maine

		Governor's Energy Office

		COST PROPOSAL FORM 

		RFA# 202506092

		Clean Energy Partnership Workforce Development

		All worksheets in this workbook must be complete
Applicants will need to enter information in unshaded cells, shaded cells are calculated automatically using formulas
Applicants should take caution when adding additional lines ensuring existing formulas calculate correctly

		Organization Name:						0

		Contact Person: 						0

		Contact Phone: 						0

		Contact Email: 						0



				Equipment Line Item				Year 1 Amount		Year 2 Amount		Detail

		1

		2

		3

		4

		5

		6

		7

		8

		9

		10

				Total				- 0		- 0

		Instructions: 
Describe purpose, details, and costs of all equipment requests. Equipment is defined as an item with an acquisition cost greater than $10,000 and a useful life expectancy of more than one year (see 2 CFR 200 Part 200.1 for the definition of equipment.). All equipment purchases must be pre-approved by the Department and the US Department of Energy. The request to purchase equipment in this proposal does not guarantee approval.



















Supplies

		State of Maine

		Governor's Energy Office

		COST PROPOSAL FORM 

		RFA# 202506092

		Clean Energy Partnership Workforce Development

		All worksheets in this workbook must be complete
Applicants will need to enter information in unshaded cells, shaded cells are calculated automatically using formulas
Applicants should take caution when adding additional lines ensuring existing formulas calculate correctly

		Organization Name:						0

		Contact Person: 						0

		Contact Phone: 						0

		Contact Email: 						0



				Supplies Line Item				Year 1 Amount		Year 2 Amount		Detail

		1

		2

		3

		4

		5

		6

		7

		8

		9

		10

				Total				- 0		- 0

		Instructions: 
Describe purpose, details, and costs of materials and supplies necessary to carry out the project. Examples of items typically listed in this budget category include tools, personal protective equipment, books, and other expendable items.



















Contractual

		State of Maine

		Governor's Energy Office

		COST PROPOSAL FORM 

		RFA# 202506092

		Clean Energy Partnership Workforce Development

		All worksheets in this workbook must be complete
Applicants will need to enter information in unshaded cells, shaded cells are calculated automatically using formulas
Applicants should take caution when adding additional lines ensuring existing formulas calculate correctly

		Organization Name:						0

		Contact Person: 						0

		Contact Phone: 						0

		Contact Email: 						0



				Contractual Line Item				Year 1 Amount		Year 2 Amount		Detail

		1

		2

		3

		4

		5

		6

		7

		8

		9

		10

				Total				- 0		- 0

		Instructions:
Describe purpose, details, and costs of each subcontract (as applicable).



















Personnel and Fringe

		State of Maine

		Governor's Energy Office

		COST PROPOSAL FORM 

		RFA# 202506092

		Clean Energy Partnership Workforce Development

		All worksheets in this workbook must be complete
Applicants will need to enter information in unshaded cells, shaded cells are calculated automatically using formulas
Applicants should take caution when adding additional lines ensuring existing formulas calculate correctly

		Organization Name:								0

		Contact Person: 								0

		Contact Phone: 								0

		Contact Email: 								0



				Position Title				Year 1
Salary/Wages 
Billed Against Agreement		Year 1
Fringe Benefits Billed Against Agreement		Year 2
Salary/Wages 
Billed Against Agreement		Year 2
Fringe Benefits Billed Against Agreement		Detail

		1

		2

		3

		4

		5

		6

		7

		8

		9

		10

		11

		12

		13

		Total						- 0		- 0		- 0		- 0

		Instructions: 
List all staff positions by title and include the amount of each person’s salary and fringe benefits funded by the grant. In the Detail column, provide project role/responsibility, the percentage of time devoted to the project, along with rates or other methodologies used to calculate fringe benefits. 

















Other Direct

		State of Maine

		Governor's Energy Office

		COST PROPOSAL FORM 

		RFA# 202506092

		Clean Energy Partnership Workforce Development

		All worksheets in this workbook must be complete
Applicants will need to enter information in unshaded cells, shaded cells are calculated automatically using formulas
Applicants should take caution when adding additional lines ensuring existing formulas calculate correctly

		Organization Name:						0

		Contact Person: 						0

		Contact Phone: 						0

		Contact Email: 						0



				Other Direct Line Item				Year 1 Amount		Year 2 Amount		Detail

		1

		2

		3

		4

		5

		6

		7

		8

		9

		10

				Total				- 0		- 0

		Instructions: 
List each cost item. In Detail column, describe item purpose and details. Examples of Other Direct Costs include:
a. Technology software and services. 
b. Certifications. 
c. Scholarships, student aid, and tuition. These costs must be necessary to carry out the award, provided in accordance with existing policy, be reasonable compensation for the work performed, and conditioned explicitly upon the performance of necessary work. 
d. Stipends. Stipends may be included for participants for attending training. Trainees may receive a partial wage offset not to exceed 50% of wages while enrolled in the training program.
e. Supportive services. Supportive services are intended to allow a participant to engage in and complete a training program. These may include, but are not limited to, costs related to travel to/from training, translation services, and technology.



























Administrative

		State of Maine

		Governor's Energy Office

		COST PROPOSAL FORM 

		RFA# 202506092

		Clean Energy Partnership Workforce Development

		All worksheets in this workbook must be complete
Applicants will need to enter information in unshaded cells, shaded cells are calculated automatically using formulas
Applicants should take caution when adding additional lines ensuring existing formulas calculate correctly

		Organization Name:						0

		Contact Person: 						0

		Contact Phone: 						0

		Contact Email: 						0



				Administrative Line Item				Year 1 Amount		Year 2 Amount		Detail

		1

		2

		3

		4

		5

		6

		7

		8

		9

		10

				Total				- 0		- 0

		Instructions:
Include a detailed breakdown of administrative costs. Only direct, necessary, and reasonable administrative costs are eligible for reimbursement. All administrative costs must be pre-approved by the Department and the US Department of Energy. The request for administrative costs in this proposal does not guarantee approval.

Indirect costs (i.e., use of indirect rates) are not an allowable expense under this grant. 
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