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STATE OF MAINE REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
RFP SUBMITTED QUESTIONS & ANSWERS SUMMARY
	RFP NUMBER AND TITLE:
	RFA# 202410185 Pre-K Expansion Grant

	RFP ISSUED BY:
	Department of Education

	SUBMITTED QUESTIONS DUE DATE:
	October 18, 2024

	QUESTION & ANSWER SUMMARY ISSUED:
	October 21, 2024

	PROPOSAL DUE DATE:
	October 31, 2024, no later than 11:59 p.m. local time

	PROPOSALS DUE TO:
	Proposals@maine.gov

	LINK TO INFORMATIONAL SESSION:
	https://youtu.be/Qc285zsa7gI


Provided below are submitted written questions received and the Department’s answer.
	1
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Part I, Section A, Page 5
	Can you apply to expand from part-time to full-time for both the 25-26 and 26-27 school years?

	
	Answer

	
	The funds are available for use during the 25-26 school year.


	2
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Part I, Section A, Page 5
	Pre-K Expansion Grant Rounds 1-3 were able to apply for extra funding for a second year. Will Round 4 have that option as well for the 2026-27 school year?

	
	Answer

	
	No, Round 4 grantees will not have the option of applying for extra funding through this grant program to support the 2026-27 school year. 


	3
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Part I, Section A, Page 5 and Part I, Section C, Page 7
	If funded in a past round of Pre-K Expansion Grants, are SAUs still eligible to apply for this round?

	
	Answer

	
	An SAU is eligible to apply again in this round of Pre-K Grants as long as its application meets one of the purposes for expansion (adding additional classrooms/students or shifting part-day programming to full-day/full week programming). 


	4
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Part I, Section D, Page 7
	If we are intending to be part of Cohort 2 but haven’t been approved yet, should we include the additional $20,000?

	
	Answer

	
	Yes, if the SAU has indicated its intention of being part of Cohort 2, the SAU may include up to $20,000 for adaptive equipment.  If the SAU is not approved for Cohort 2 after grant awards have been made, budget adjustments may be made during contract negotiations. 


	5
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Part I, Section D, Page 7
	If an SAU is adding time to its current half-day programming to provide full-day/full- week programming, can the SAU ask for the part-day or full-day amount?  

	
	Answer

	
	As long as the expanded programming will result in at least 25 hours of public pre-k programming each week, the SAU may ask for up to $100,000 per classroom (the full-day/full-week amount). 


	6
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Part I, Section A, Page 5 and 
Part II, Section C (2.g.), Page 12
	Since funds need to be spent for the 2025-26 school year, will we need to plan to fund all needs for programming 100% locally starting in Fall of 2026? Is there any possibility of more money coming for PK initiatives like these after this one year of funding?

	
	Answer

	
	These grant funds will only be available to support Public Pre-K Expansion efforts through school year 2025-26.  Applicants are encouraged to articulate their plans for sustainability of programming without grant funding in their applications.  The Department cannot project whether additional grant funding will be available to support SAU expansion projects in the 2026-27 school year. 


	7
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Part I, Section A, Page 5 and
Part II, Section A, Page 9
	We are considering expanding to include 8 additional students. As I look at the overview on page 10 that is not explicitly included or excluded, but it does seem to fit with the intent on page 9. Is expanding an existing class to include significantly more students an allowable use of this RFA?



	
	Answer

	
	Expanding to add additional students is allowable but proposed costs must be reasonable and justifiable.  Additionally, teacher/student ratios for classrooms must meet the requirements of Maine Department of Education Rule Chapter 124, the Maine Department of Education’s Basic Approval Standards for Public Preschool Programs.


	8
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Part I, Section A, Pages 6 and 7

Part II, Section Pages 11-12
	If an SAU already partners with a licensed community partner to provide public pre-k, can the SAU apply to fund more classrooms at the licensed community partner facility if it remains the fiscal agent?

	
	Answer

	
	Yes, expansion of additional classrooms with a current license community partner is an acceptable use of grant funding. 


	9
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Part 1, Section  A, Pages 6 and 7

Part 2, Section  C (2.d.), Pages 11-12
	If an entirely full-day/full-week program will be provided but at a licensed partner, can the SAU still ask for a full-day/full-week amount?



	
	Answer

	
	Yes, as long as the pre-k programming proposed to be provided will be at least 25 hours a week, up to $100,000 in grant funding per classroom may be sought.


	10
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Part 2, Section  C (3), Pages 12-13
	Let’s say that we are moving from 8 half-day sessions to 8 full-day sessions. Do we include all the costs for the full-day sessions on the budget table even though many of the costs are already in our local budget. Should the grant application budget tables reflect all costs or just the additional costs for the added half days?

	
	Answer

	
	The total cost of programming for all of the full-day sessions should be included in the budget tables. 


	11
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Part 2, Section  C (4), Pages 13-14
	Do we get credit on the competitive priority section for being in Cohort 1?

	
	Answer

	
	Participation in Cohort 1 is not a competitive priority for this grant. 


	12
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Part V, Page 24
	I downloaded the RFA to my desktop, but I still couldn’t open the application and budget worksheets. Do I need a specific program to open it?

	
	Answer

	
	The application uses Microsoft Word and the Budget Tables use Excel.


	13
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Part V, Page 24 
	If we are proposing to expand our programming from half-day to full-day/full-week, how would we complete table 1?

	
	Answer

	
	Applicants would indicate the number of classrooms that would be shifting from part day to full day programming in the row for full day/full week programming in Budget Table 1.  Each classroom could seek up to $100,000.  A brief explanation of the expansion should be noted in the yellow Project Overview box on Budget Table 1.


Rev. 8/26/20
Rev. 8/26/20

