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STATE OF MAINE REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
RFP SUBMITTED QUESTIONS & ANSWERS SUMMARY
	RFP NUMBER AND TITLE:
	202306126

	RFP ISSUED BY:
	Governor’s Energy Office

	SUBMITTED QUESTIONS DUE DATE:
	August 17, 2023 

	QUESTION & ANSWER SUMMARY ISSUED:
	September 11, 2023

	PROPOSAL DUE DATE:
	September 22, 2023

	PROPOSALS DUE TO:
	Proposals@maine.gov


Provided below are submitted written questions received and the Department’s answer.
	1
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Section II, #8.
	Letters of Support: are these necessary only if we have a subcontractor?

	
	Answer

	
	Bidders must attach letters of support, memorandums of understanding, or other documents to demonstrate authentic partnerships. Letters of Support must be included for each organization listed as a teaming organization, including subcontractors. 


	2
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	N/A
	Is this only for startups and entrepreneurs, or for small businesses as well?

	
	Answer

	
	The proposed services should target startups and small businesses, defined as an entity with less than 50 employees not including the employees of any parent companies, subsidiaries or other affiliated companies.


	3
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	N/A
	Can a proposal include multiple types of programs (Incubators, Accelerators, Business Services) as long as it is under the maximum funding amount?

	
	Answer

	
	A proposal must identify which single category of CE&EE and cleantech startup incubator, accelerator, or support services program best describes the services that the Bidder is proposing. Proposals will be grouped for scoring according to the categories the project addresses (as identified in Appendix E – Project Narrative):

i.
New or expanded cleantech accelerator programs

ii.
New or expanded cleantech incubator programs

iii.
New or expanded clean energy business support programs


	4
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	N/A
	Thoughts as to share of funds towards accelerators versus incubators versus biz support programs?

	
	Answer

	
	The GEO intends to select one or more Bidder(s) to accomplish the outcomes listed in Section 1 of the RFP. The number and size of awards will depend on the number of proposals received, likely impact of the proposed work, and available funds.


	5
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Part IV, Section II (#5), pg. 16; Appendix G, pg. 31; Part I, Section B (#7), pgs. 7-8.
	The RFP requires submission of balance sheets, income statements, and the hourly rates of project team members. The RFP also notes that submitted proposals will become public record, pursuant to Maine’s FOAA requirements. Is it possible to maintain these items as confidential if they are labeled accordingly?

	
	Answer

	
	Bidders have the ability to mark any portion of their proposal as confidential, proprietary, trade-secret, or other related designation. The State cannot guarantee that those marked portions of the proposal are not released, as they are considered public records per 1 M.R.S. § 401 et seq.


	6
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Pt 1-C-1, pg 8
	For a startup formed to promote building science education and collaboration in Maine, in order to be eligible for the RFP would an LLC be allowed as a formed entity?  Would it be required to be a non-profit entity?  If a non-profit status were required, would it be acceptable for an LLC to convert to a non-profit organization within the year of being awarded the bid (as it is a longer process)?

	
	Answer

	
	Bidders must be organized, chartered, or incorporated (or otherwise formed) under the laws of a particular state or territory of the United States. Nonprofit and for-profit corporate entities are eligible to submit bids.


	7
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Page 18  Part V.B
	Will Cost Proposal be scored on a per-company basis?

	
	Answer

	
	Each individual proposal received will be scored according to the procedure detailed in Part V of the RFP.


	8
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Page 18  Part V.B
	Will Cost Proposal be scored on a length basis to account for differing program lengths?

	
	Answer

	
	The total cost proposed for conducting all the functions specified in the Bidder’s proposal will be assigned a score according to a mathematical formula, as detailed in Part V of the RFP.


	9
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	N/A
	Are a certain number of awards dedicated to the 3 types of programs?

	
	Answer

	
	The GEO intends to select one or more Bidder(s) to accomplish the outcomes listed in Section 1 of the RFP. The number and size of awards will depend on the number of proposals received, likely impact of the proposed work, and available funds.


	10
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	N/A
	Can a proposal include multiple components (Incubator and Accelerator, for example)? How would that affect award size?

	
	Answer

	
	A proposal must identify which single category of CE&EE and cleantech startup incubator, accelerator, or support services program best describes the services that the Bidder is proposing. Proposals will be grouped for scoring according to the categories the project addresses (as identified in Appendix E – Project Narrative):

i.
New or expanded cleantech accelerator programs

ii.
New or expanded cleantech incubator programs

iii.
New or expanded clean energy business support programs


	11
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	N/A
	Are there restrictions on any of the contract funding being given out as technical grants to companies in the accelerator/incubator?

	
	Answer

	
	It is at the applicant’s discretion to determine the activities they will propose in their application. Proposed activities must support the growth and deployment of CE & EE and cleantech companies, products, and solutions.


	12
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	N/A
	Can the bidder submit a cost proposal that utilizes the funds over a longer period than October 2024 (ie can the funds be used over a 2-year timeline)?

	
	Answer

	
	A Bidder may propose a project that extends beyond one year. Following the initial term of the contract (one year), the Department may opt to renew the contract for two renewal periods, subject to continued availability of funding and satisfactory performance.


	13
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	N/A
	Do all funds have to be used by 10/31/2024?

	
	Answer

	
	A Bidder may propose a project that extends beyond one year. Following the initial term of the contract, the Department may opt to renew the contract for two renewal periods, subject to continued availability of funding and satisfactory performance. All funds must be expended by the end of the second renewal period (if applicable). All funds must be expended prior to December 31, 2026. 


	14
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	NA
	Budget Form: It looks like the formula for Cost Per Participant is based on E46 (Total Cost of Performing the Services within the RFP) divided by Participants, and NOT based on E48 (Total Amount Requested) divided by Participants. Is this correct? Or was it intended that the Cost Per Participant would be scored based on Funds Requested / Participants?

	
	Answer

	
	The Cost proposal will be scored proportionally according to the lowest submitted cost per participant in each of the categories listed in Part V of the RFP. In the event that the Total Cost of Performing the Services within the RFP exceeds the Total Amount Requested, the Total Amount Requested will be used to determine the cost per participant. 


	15
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	
	Is there any limit to the indirect costs we can incorporate into our budget?

	
	Answer

	
	The State is not permitting an indirect cost rate to be used with this funding; however, reasonable and necessary direct administrative costs are allowable.


	16
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Part IV Section II.3
	Part IV Section II.3 indicates that bidders must provide an organizational chart. Should this organizational chart reflect the entire organization applying to this RFP—Or should the organizational chart list only those personnel who will work on this project?

	
	Answer

	
	The requirements are that organizational chart must include the project being proposed, and each position must be identified by position title and corresponding to the personnel job descriptions. It is helpful to provide information about where the project team is nested within the larger organization, but not required.


	17
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Part II, 10  
	Does the GEO have specific eligibility requirements or metrics that the awardees should use to identify startups?

	
	Answer

	
	The proposed services should target startups and small businesses, defined as an entity with less than 50 employees not including the employees of any parent companies, subsidiaries or other affiliated companies. 

The GEO encourages applications that identify partnership opportunities to strengthen connections between and within certain sub-sectors, broadly categorized within Buildings and Energy Efficiency, Renewables, Grid Modernization and Energy Storage, and Natural Resource Industries. Applicants may address more than one industry sub-sector in their proposal, and should describe in detail how the proposed program will address challenges and barriers or leverage existing strengths specific to the applicable industry sub-sector(s). Proposals addressing natural resource industries must demonstrate a connection to one or more clean energy and energy efficiency technologies listed in Appendix I: Clean Energy Technology List.


	18
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Part II, 10
	Has the GEO commissioned studies to better understand the universe of energy technology start-ups based in Maine that can be served?

o
If yes, can the GEO share these research results with the bidders?

	
	Answer

	
	A list of State Resources for Bidders can be found in Part II of the RFP, page 12.


	19
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Part II, 10
	Will the GEO facilitate connections between awardees and eligible start-ups? 

o
If yes, can the GEO please describe these activities?

	
	Answer

	
	If awarded, the State will work in conjunction with the Bidder during contract negotiations to determine the contract structure and outcomes.
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