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Civil legal services afford qualifying victims of sexual violence, domestic violence, and human frafficking the ability fo access
all available remedies under Maine and federal law o which they are entitled. Civit legal remedies for victims include
personal safety; family matter representation for the non-offending parent or caregiver of a child victim of sexual violence;
school-based advocacy such as Title 1X and special education advocacy; protecting the victim’s privileged and confidential
mental health, medical and education records; preserving employment; maintaining safe housing; securing or maintaining
victim's immigration status; victim's rights; and accessing victim compensation and public benefits to which they may qualify
for.
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INFORMATION

Pine Tree Legal Assistance (PTLA) is a Statewide, non-profit organization, committed to providing high-quality, free, civil
legal assistance to victims of sexual vioclence, domestic violence, andfor human trafficking in Maine. PTLA’'s mission is to

ensure that state and federal laws affecting victims are enforced while also addressing systemic barriers to justice faced by
victims.

The civil legal service provided to victims of sexual violence, domestic violence, andfor human trafficking includes the
maintenance of confidentiality standards aligned with professional standards for legal services; the demonstration of
significant experience in providing sexual violence, domestic violence, and/or human trafficking-related civil legal services;
and access to ongoing specialized training for the support of victims of sexual violence, domestic violence, and/or human
trafficking and their non-offending parents or caregivers.

PTLA's priority is family law. Their Victim's Rights Unit is comprised of a dedicated team of thirteen (13) attorneys and
three (3) paralegals who specialize in working with victims of sexual violence, domestic violence, and/or human trafficking.
Because of their experience, these attorneys have been asked to: participate in legislation regarding sexual violence,
domestic violence, human trafficking, and orders of protection from harassment and/or abuse; and, to train judges who
preside over cases in which there is a victim of sexual violence, domestic violence, andfor human trafficking.

Pine Tree Legal Assistance is providing this service on behalf of victims of sexual violence, domestic violence, andfor
human trafficking statewide and is currently the only eligible provider doing so while utilizing only attorneys who specialize
in working with victims of sexual violence, domestic violence, and human trafficking.

The Department is in the process of conducting a victim services needs assessment and the outcome will inform the
strategic funding plan for the violence prevention services procured by the Depariment for a 10/1/2023 start date.
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