State of Maine
Waiver of Competitive Bidding Request Form

Form Instructions: Please provide the requested information in the white boxes below. This form is to
precede all contract requests that are not the direct result of a competitive bid process.

+ Office of Learning Systems —

Janette Kirk ‘
1 Assessment

$ 7,916

October 1, 2019 '3! June 30, 2020

Consulting Educators LLC
36 Arlington Street,
Portland, ME 44101,
Technical and in person support to assist the administration of the
eMPowerME state assessment. Advise the Maine Department of
Education on matters of technology as it pertains to the administration
of online assessments and the reporting of data.

Services will be provided remotely as the above school district
ocations and locations to be determined across the state in in relation
profess;onal deve!opment

o}be completed by the Dnﬂsron of Procurement .

| By s;gnmg below I srgmfy as the Governors des.fgnee fhere isan
emergency that necessitates this non-compelitive procurement.

!f c:tmg the abo
Jjustification for. this Waiv
of. Competitlve Btddmg
‘request, please have the
-requesting Department s
~Commissioner.or-Chi
“Executive (as
Govermor's "desig
-sign and date on the right:

Printed Name: Date:
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C.-After reasonable mvestlgatton by the Director: of ’che_ Bureau:of. General Services, it appear'

fagency::responszbslltles or operations.'- ;

Maine school districts require at times, one-to-one support related to the administration of the eMPowerME state
assessment. The assessment team has an assessment coordinator who is responsibie for the implementation of the
eMPowerME, SAT and MEA Science State assessments. As a result, this single assessment cocrdinator does not have
the capacity to support the multiple needs identified by schools and districts. The availability of a Maine educator to support
and reach out to Maine schools and districts is of great benefit and expedites the Departments response in assisting
schools. This educator is familiar with all facets of the assessment, technology to administer the assessment and test
administration specifications. Without this educator assisting the Department in providing support to Maine schools, District
Assessment Coordinators, tech directors, and assessment administrators will be lacking on the ground experienced
support.

‘3.7 Availability of other Public Resource L i
;_5Piease explain how the requesting Departm: ncluded ;that suft" cient staffmg,' _
“expertise is not available within the State of Maine's. government, or-other govemme tal entities
{local, other state, or. federal agencies) external fo the requesting Department, which: wotlld be able'to
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“address the identified need more efficiently and effectively than the identiied vendor.

The assessment team has 5 staff members not inclusive of a team leader.

eMPowerME, MEA Science and SAT Assessment coordinator

MSAA, PAAP and ACCESS assessment coordinator

NAEFP assessment coordinator

Data Analyst

Management Analyst/Office Manager

The current staffing as listed above is unable to be in the office supporting and managing the impiementation of the
relevant assessments prior to and during the assessment administration window. Their expertise is required to provide
technical support to those calling for assistance related to administration. If staff were required to be in Maine schools
during this time, the response and support provided to school and district assessment administrators would be severely
impacted.

There are other tech. directors that have experience with assessment administration however, this vendor has unique
experience regarding the testing platform, technology used and test administration and work arounds. The vendor has
successfully provided support to Maine schools in prior contract and the knowledge related to being engaged in the work in
a school is an invaluable perspective to understanding and addressing challenges experienced by Maine educators during
assessment administration.

requestlng Department concluded the negbtiated costs fees, _'or'rates are fair. and. reasonable

The cost of $90 per hour has been deemed fair and reasonable in relation to the level of expertise being provided by the
vendor. Subject matter experts from large scale organizations have a much higher cost associated with support.

5. Future Competition B
;}P!ease describe potential opportumt[e
‘or services in‘the future. = -

Should more comprehensive or increased regionalized supports be required to meet the needs of Maine School districts,
the Department will explore a competitive approach to awarding the contract.

Please explain if the goods o
X _ualifrcations abzhtres and/o

':atso explaln the necessny of thesé' 'p'artlcular unlque ‘assets

Andrew Wallace, the recipient of the contract within the Consulting Educators LLC contract has demonstrated experience
in assessment administration, preparation for assessment administration, technology integration and utilization to
implement the testing platform in additional to relationships with educators, schools and districts across the State. Andrew
is in the unique position of being available to meet the needs of schools and educators were they area and provide
necessary technical assistance to ensure a smooth testing administration.
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7. Timeframe (Complete only if B. is the Statutory Justification marked on Page 1)

Please explain if time is of the essence and an emergency exists which requires the immediate
‘procurement of goods or services. Describe the nature of this emergency, provide the date by which
_the goods or services must be delivered, and explain how that date was determined and its

2

s
g

e

significance (i.e. impact if delayed beyond this date). Also, provide information as to how it was
' determined this vendor is the best option to address this time-sensitive procurement.

| By signing below, | signify that my Department requests,
and | approve of, this Waiver of Compelitive Bidding.

TR

Daniel Chuhta, Deputy Commissioner

:_.S:gnature of requestmg Department’
_':Commlssmner_ or Chlef Executive

9/26/2019

Date:
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