PM-19200

State of Maine
Waiver of Competitive Bidding Request Form

Form Instructions: Please provide the requested information in the white boxes below. This form is to
precede all contract requests that are not the direct result of a competitive bid process.

Gwen DeCicco AOC Judicial Branch

209 095 * 1Y
6/30/2019

Maine Bar Association, 124 State St Augusta 04330

CLE, attendance and meals at MSBA events

State would best be served; i :
L_-__-The Dlrector of the Bureau of General _S : rvnces |s authorlzed by th' -Go

B y s:gnihg below I SIgn/fy as the Govemors deSIgnee there is an
emergency that necessitates this non-competitive procurement.
Signature: x

Date:

Printed Name:
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ﬁ_ _-'products :
E. The purch
_Syst'em the

The Maine Judicial branch requires training for our judges, justices, magistrates and law clerks in
order to stay current in legal topics and provide a forum for best practices. For many, such as

magistrates and law clerks the training is mandatory per Maine Bar Rule 5 - Continuing Legal
Education which requires 12 CLE per year.
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The state of Maine does not offer these services. Whl!e the MSBA is not a government entlty,
through its various sections, the MSBA serves as an information resource to Maine's citizen
legislature. It also serves the public interests through volunteer work:

The perceived complexity of the judicial system often causes confusion and misinterpretation of the
roles of lawyers as officers of the court. Many members of the Maine State Bar Association
accordingly volunteer to share their education and experience with groups of students and other
residents of Maine to help them better understand subjects ranging from personal rights to the
separation of powers to the function of lawyers in American society. Requests for speakers are
welcome from businesses, civic groups, community groups and schools. Volunteer speakers
stimulate lively discussions in presenting programs that encourage questions and answers.

In addition to providing speakers to schools and organizations, the MSBA's Speakers Bureau also
sends volunteer lawyers to workplaces around the state in a "Lunch 'n Learn" program to educate the
public about legal issues relevant to their immediate lives. The program takes place at employees'
workplaces during the lunch hour to make the program accessible and to accommodate the busy lives
of today's working adults. Attendees are also given relevant legal information pamphlets and
information about the Lawyer Referral and Information Service.

requesting Department concluded the negotlated costs, fees, or rates are fair and reasonable.

The cost is extremely fair. A competitive for-profit cost of a 5 credit online CLE course is $70. At that
rate, $7500 would not even allow each member of our judiciary to take one online course.

Compare that to our agreement with the MSBA for $7,500 which allows our members to take multiple
courses, in person and online. It covers attendance at MSBA institutes, live seminars and webcasts. It
also covers the meals for our members at these live events.

‘5. Future Competition '
Please describe potential ‘opportunities which may be available to: foster competition for these goods -
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or.services in the future.:

Unknown. It would be unlikely that another non profit entity would arise to duplicate the purpose of
what the MSBA offers and it would be highly unlikely that a for profit vendor would arise that could
compete with the cost, depth and breadth of the MSBA.

6. Unigueness _
Please explain if the goods or s s.requi
‘qualifications, abilities, and/or expertise ¢
the specific need" identified above veh _
also explain the necessity.of these: partlcular unlque assets el R = S

The Mission of the MSBA sets it apart from other CLE vendors and provzdes |t thh a depth and
breadth of information and opportunities unmatched by other CLE vendors and allows it to extend the
judicial branch a very favorable price for its offerings.

MISSION:

The Maine State Bar Association promotes the honor, dignity and professionalism of lawyers, advances the
knowledge, skills and interests of its members, and supports the public interest in a fair and effective system of
justice. Read our bylaws.

For the Public Good

The concept of helping those in need has long been an essential part of being a lawyer in Maine. It is captured in
the Latin phrase pro bono publico, "for the good of the public," and is built on a simple premise: equal access to
justice for all, Pro bono service makes legal representation and recourse available to people who are unable to
pay for legal services. The Maine State Bar Association and its philanthropic arm, the Maine Justice Foundation,
create opportunities for Maine lawyers to volunteer pro borno work, and instill in its members a sense of
responsibility to the legal profession and to the people living in Maine communities. Traditionally, Maine
Jawyers have ranked at the top of the nation in donating legal services to people unable to afford them.

Maine Justice Foundation

Established by the Maine State Bar Association in 1983, the Maine Justice Foundation is Maine's only statewide
nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization devoted exclusively to law-related charitable work. As the Maine bar's
philanthropic arm, it is one of nearly 200 such organizations in the United States and Canada established to
increase access to justice for indigent and vulnerable populations, and to support, encourage, and implement the
legal profession's commitment to law-related public service. The Foundation also supports programs designed to
improve the quality and scope of legal education in law schools, scholarly research on law-related subjects,
programs of law reform, and law libraries, It serves the legal profession and Maine's communities through its

proactive administration of the Interest On Lawyers Trust Accounts (IOLTA) program and other public service
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law-related activities. For more information, please visit www.justicemaine.org.

7. Timeframe (Complete only if B. is the Statutory Justification marked on Page 1)

Please explain if time is of the essence and an emergency exists which requires the immediate
procurement of goods or services. Describe the nature of this emergency, provide the date by which
the goods or services must be delivered, and explain how that date was determined and its
“significance (i.e. impact if delayed beyond this date). Also, provide information as to how it was
“determined this vendor is the best option to address this time-sensitive procurement.
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