State of Maine
Waiver of Competitive Bidding Request Form

Form Instructions: Please provide the requested information in the white boxes below. This form is to
precede all contract requests that are not the direct result of a competitive bid process.

| Department of
Education/Child
Nutrition

Walter Beesley

$ 100,000.00 RQS20190801*139

September 1, 2019 Proposed End Date:
| Nutri Link Technologies

| 281 Mavericks Run

Martin, GA 30557

Nutri-Cloud Online Free & Reduced Application entry
system-annual service fee for Enterprise license

| To be completed by the DIVISIOH of Procurement -
|-Services : . SRR

|-Posting dates on D|V|5|on of Procurement Serwces._ -
'websrte _ EE AT SRR

1 Statutory.Justlfrcatlon S : R ' o
_State of Maine statute (5 M.R.S. §1825 B(2)) allows waivers of competltlve b:ddlng only for the
'specific reasons listed below. - Please mark the approprlate box (X) next to the Justlflcatron WhICh
applies to this specufic request. .
A The procurement of goods or. serwces by the State for. county comm[sswners pursuant to S
; _'.Tltle 30-A, section 124, mvolves the expendrture of $2 500 or. Iess and the |nterests of the T
" State would best be served:’ - -
B.The Director of the Bureau of Genera[ Serwces is authonzed by the Governor or the L
_:Governors desrgnee to make purchases without competltlve bidding because, in the ¢ opimon
- of the Governor or the Governor's designee, an emergency exrsts that requnres the
~immediate procurement of goods or services;

if citing the above . .| By signing below, [ signify as the Govemors designee there is an
justrﬂcatron for this. Walver emergency that necessitates this non-competitive procurement.
X | of Competitive Bidding . - | Signature: l,f’“) A 7l 'y
request, please have the wi T A VN -
requesting Department’s - Printed Name: Date:
Commissioner or Ch.ref
Executive (as the - [® Y s e
Governor's “designee”) - fé’t"@‘éfmﬁf ) f“’ Lakoas gl e
sign and date on the right.
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State of Maine
Waiver of Competitive Bidding Request Form

C. After reasonable investigation by the Director of the Bureau of General Services, it appears
_ _'that any required unit or item of supply, or brand of that unit or item, is procurable by the
-'_'fState from only one source, '

D. It appears to be in the best interest of the State to negotiate for the procurement of petroleum
products;

E. The purchase is part of a cooperative project between the State and the University of Maine
-System, the Maine Community College System, the Maine Maritime Academy, or a private,
“nonprofit, regionally accredrted institution of higher education with a main campus in thls
- State involving: .
' '_--_"(1) An activity aSSiStlI’lg a state agency and enhancing the ability of the university system
“community college system, Maine Maritime Academy, or a private, nonprofit, regionally
- accredited mstltutlon of higher education with a main campus in this State to fulfill |ts
“mission of. teachrng ‘research, and public service; _ :
(2)A sharing of pro;ect responsibilities and, when approprlate ‘costs; °

If citing the above justrﬁcatron for this sole source request, please note that the speorfrc approval
'_of the Governor’s Office is requrred in accordance with Executive Order 26 FY11/12, “An Order
fo. Enhance Competltfve Bidding”. The approval must be documented on DAFS/BGS/DMsron of :
Procurement Services “GOVCOOP” form, found here: : _ _ L
_ m;gp www.maine. gov/gurchasesﬁnfo/forms/govcooo doc.

-:F The procurement of goods or services involves expenditures of $10, 000 or Iess in whlch
~case the Director of the Bureau of General Services may accept oral proposals or bids;

:-G ‘The procurement of goods or services involves expenditures of $10,000 orless, and .
' procurement from a single source is. the ‘most economlcal effectave and appropnete means
- of fulfilling a. demonstrated need. SRR o : e -

.'If a different authorization speczf:cally aIIows for thls e
_-non competrtrve procurement please prowde that

2. Description of Specific:Need - : : : _
Please identify, and fully describe, the. specmc problem requurement or need the resultlng non- -
:-competltave contract would address and which makes the goods or services necessary. ‘Explain how
the requestlng Department determmed that the goods or services are cntrcat and/or essentral to.
agency responsibilities or operations.  ©

PL2019 Chapter480, effective 9/19/2019, requires the Department to offer an online application
option to school administrative units by October 1, 2019. This on-line internet system allows parents
to go to one website, choose their child's school, and apply for meal benefits. It also allows SAU staff
to retrieve that application data, process and export in any way they need it. This makes the process
as simplified and uniformed as possible for both parents and the school.
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Waiver of Competitive Bidding Request Form

3. Availability of other Public Resources

Please explain how the requesting Department concluded that sufficient staffing, resources, or
expertise is not available within the State of Maine's government, or other governmental entities
(local, other state, or federal agencies) external to the requesting Department, which would be able to
address the identified need more efficiently and effectively than the identified vendor.

The State Office of Information Technology manages technology needs for the Department of
Education. OIT does not have the resources to create an oniine system; to obtain those resources
would require funds in excess of the cost of the NufriLink Systems and the time for development of
the system would be in excess of the statutory requirement.

4, Cost -
Since a walver of competmve bidding is being requested for this procurement, please explain how the
requesting Department concluded the negotiated costs, fees, or rates are fair and reasonable.

In response to the request for a fiscal note for the bill which was enacted in the form of this law, the
Department gathered quotes from vendors from which the required system would be available. The
cost of NutriLink is the lowest.

5. Future Competition _
Please descrlbe potentlal opportunltles WhICh may be avallable fo foster competmon for these goods
or services in the future. '

The market is currently Ilmzted toa very few companies and market presence is decreasmg as
companies are merging. The market for these programs does expand due to the finite number of
states and school administrative units within those states. The Department will continue to review
market offerings and should more become available, a future RFP could be considered, if an ongoing
need for the service is proven.
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Waiver of Competitive Bidding Request Form

6. Unzqueness ' S R

Please explain if the goods or services requwed are umque toa speclfic vendor. Describe the unique
qualifications, abilities, and/or expertise of the vendor and how those particular unique factors address
the specific need |dent1f|ed above. If the vendor has unique equipment, facilities, or proprietary data,
also explain the necessity of these particular unigue assets.

/7. Timeframe (Complete only if B. is the Statutory Justification marked on Page 1)
4Please explain if time is of the essence and an emergency exists which requires the immediate ?
| procurement of goods or services. Describe the nature of this emergency, provide the date by which
gthe goods or services must be delivered, and explain how that date was determined and its

i significance (i.e. impact if delayed beyond this date). Also, provide information as to how it was

| determined this vendor is the best option to address this time-sensitive procurement.

PL 2019 Chapter 480 requires the Department of Education to make the Internet-based application

for free or reduced-price school meals under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, section 6601-A
available by October 1, 2019. In response to the request for a fiscal note for the bill which was

enacted in the form of this law, the Department gathered quotes from all vendors from which the
required system would be available. The cost of NutriLink is the lowest.

R R

_sSlgnature of requesting Department’s . | By sighing below, I signify that my Department requests,

Commissioner or Chief. Executlve -:;-__{; and | approve of, this Waiver of Competitive Bidding.
(or deS|gnee within the s '. ST _
_ Commlssmners Offlce) P A

Prmted Name paniel A. chuhta

_Date _ AR 8/26/2019
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