PROCUREMENT JUSTIFICATION FORM (PJF)

This form must accompany all confract requests and sole source requisitions (RQS) over $5,000 submitted to the Division of

Procurement Services.

INSTRUCTIONS: Please provide the requested information in the whife spaces below. All responses (except signatures) must
be typed; no hand-writtent forms wifl be accepted. See the guidance document posted with this form on the Division of

Procurement Services intranet site (Forms page) for additional instructions.
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Procurement Justification Form (PJF)

Please respond to ALL of the questions in the following sections.

The Department’s Off ice of Ch:id and Fam;ly Sewlces (OCFS) is IegaIEy mandated to ensure the successful
transition of youth in foster care to adulthood. The matching funds provided through this contract serve to
leverage additional private funding and community-based resources to increase the opportunities, resources,
services, and supports to youth in foster care; thereby ensuring OCFS meets its legal mandates to prepare
youth in foster care for aduithood.

The primary goal of this contract is to improve educational and career outcomes that lead to economic self-
sufficiency for youth under the care and responsibility of the OCFS. Through this contract, the Provider will
continue to convene and expand the Maine Youth Transition Collaborative (MYTC), through key public and
private partnerships, which for the past decade has successfully engaged hundreds of young people to improve
individual outcomes and systems policies and practices. The Provider will work with MYTC partners to
implement Maine Learn and Earn to Achieve Potential (LEAP) and Jobs for the Future, Back on Track
competency-based model of learning to connect older youth in foster care with education and employment
opportunities and supporis to improve secondary and post-secondary outcomes for youth in foster care.

This contract will also ensure continued public-private partnerships that lead to increased and effective utilization
of community-based resources for youth, efficient public and private systems collaborative efforts to support
youth success, and that youth will have resources and opportunities in their communities that normalize their
growmg Up experiences.

_2 Provide a brief justific catson for the s
~“‘number, ifappiicable

The Provider is the sole grantee of prrvate funds for the MYTC and Malne Leam and Earn to Achleve Potent:al
(LEAP) Partnership. The Provider is the only entity, in or outside of Maine which, can receive these matching
funds that are a requirement of the Grant. The Provider is the only entity that has stepped forward to serve as
the Backbone Organization of the MYTC, to date, and the Provider has successfully accomplished the services
outlined for this contract. They have cultivated the necessary skill set required to deliver these services as they
employ staff with relevant lived experience, and they are culturally immersed in the populations being served.
This service meets the OCFS Strategic Plan and OCFS Practice Model and would be counter to the OCFS
Practice Model to have a disruption in this service while the RFP process is followed

The partnership between the Department and The Provider has provided the State of Maine with significant
private foundation funding (as awarded to the Provider) to support and expand the work of OCFS, as well as
having engaged significant private partners, both in Maine and nationally, to increase resources and
opportunities for youth in foster care. Because of this partnership, Maine has been able to leverage significant
additional funds and resources at no cost to the taxpayer. Additionally, over the past several years, OCFS has
been meeting regularly with the Provider and aligning services with QCFS priorities and strategic plans. This
partnership has been critical to provide consistency of services to youth in foster care to improve their
educational and employment outcomes.

The Provider, through the Maine Youth Transition Collaborative, has helped secure local, regional, and national
private funding to help the Department meet its mandates for youth in foster care. These private foundations
include: Jim Casey Youth Opportunities Initiative; Annie E. Casey Foundation; John T. Gorman Foundation;
Sam L. Cohen Foundation; and Maine Commumty Foundation.

:3 Explain how the negotlated costs or rate' are faar and reasonable or how the fundmg was aiiocated to Ee
----- grantee

The adm:mstratwe costs associated W|th thls contract are based on prevmusly approved rates as determtned
through the RFP Process for similar activities.
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Procurement Justification Form (PJF)

“The cost of this conractgenerates substantial private fndmg to ent state funds used to serve this legally
mandated population

4 Descnbe the plan for future competltlon-for the goods or sennces :

The Prowder is the sole grantee of private funds that establtshed the Malne Youth Transrt:on Coiiaboranve
(MYTC) and the Maine Learn and Earn to Achieve Potential (LEAP) Partnership. The Provider is the only entity,
in or outside of Maine which, can receive these matching funds that are a requirement of the Grant. The
Provider has successfully accomplished the services outlined for this contract and have cultivated the necessary
skill set required to deliver these services as they employ staff with relevant lived experience, and they are
culturally immersed in the populations being served. This service meets the OCFS Strategic Plan and OCFS
Practice Model and would be counter to the OCFS Practice Model to have a disruption in this service.

i1 Yes —If Yes, please attach the approved Business Case(s).

No — If No, proceed to Part V
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