PROCUREMENT JUSTIFICATION FORM (PJF)

This form must accompany all contract requests and sole source requisitions (RQS) over $5.000 submitted to the Division
of Procurement Services.

INSTRUCTIONS: Please provide the requested information in the white spaces below. All responses {(excep! signatures)

must be typed; no hand-writfen forms will be accepted. See the guidance document posted with this form on the Division
of Procurement Services intranet site (Forms page) for additional instructions.

PART I: OVERVIEW

Department of Marine Resources

Casey Yanos / Marge Morrisette

13A

$ 148,339 20220615000000003380

71172022 6/30/2023

Click or tap to entar a
date.
Click or tap fo enter a
date.

Click or tap to enter
a date.

Gulf of Maine Research Institute (Graham Sherwood), Portland,
ME

To complete monitoring of the pelagic ecosystem in the area
proposed for the Gulf of Maine Offshore Wind Research Array.

PART il: JUSTIFICATION FOR VENDOR SELECTION
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Procurement Justification Form (PJF)

Please respond to ALL of the questions in the following sections.

R eme sponse in P LR
The purpose of this Contract is to conduct monitoring of the pelagic ecosystem in the area proposed for the
Gulf of Maine Offshore Wind Research Array prior to construction of the array using active acoustics and
environmental DNA (eDNA} sampling. This project will establish baseline pelagic ecosystem characterization
for this area which has previously received poor coverage of pelagic monitoring making this project
necessary to fill a data gap. Data will be collected monthly throughout the entirety of the year to provide
information on seasonal variation. In addition, baseline data is needed for comparisons with data that will be
collected at various stages of the array construction and operation process and analysis to detect changes
to the pelagic community that coincide with these activities. Specifically, the work will be comprised of 1)
collection and analysis of acoustic data for pelagic fish schools, near-bottom fish biomass, and pelagic
invertebrate biomass and changes and 2) collection and analysis of @DNA for ground fruthing acoustic
signals through identification of species in observed schools and for examining changes in pelagic
communities before and after deployment through both species-specific and broader taxonomic analyses.
This project is part of a larger effort which will take place in the coming years to measure overall ecosystem
effects of offshore wind energy infrastructure. it is crucial that monitoring begins this year so we are able to
begin collecting data for a multi-year dataset. Having data starting multiple years prior to any construction
activity wili minimize the risks of over or underestimating the effect of offshore wind on species and
populations whose abundance naturally fluctuates over the course of a couple of years.

The Provider shall oversee a research associate, a chief of science, and a vessel captain who will assist with
work on this project. The Provider will work with DMR staff to obtain all of the necessary data to complete
the analysis. The project team, including all Gulf of Maine Research Institute and DMR staff working on and
advising the project, will meet at least monthly to provide updates and get feedback on direction, needs, and
timeiines.

Graham Sherwood at the Gulf of Maine Research Institute is the named Principal Investigator for this project
and is essential to its success. Graham is a research scientist with extensive experience working on pelagic
monitoring efforts. He has a proven frack record of working with the data collected in these types of
monitoring efforts and disseminating his results in sources that will be the most impactful.

inding was allocated

The negotiated costs are based on the quoted amount for Dr. Sherwood and a research associate, a chief
of science, and a vessel captain from the Gulf of Maine Research Institute who will assist with this project.
All personnei costs are subject to Gulf of Maine Research Institute approved rates.
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Procurement Justification Form (PJF)

PART ill: SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

This is a difficult skill to make competitive since it is so specialized and grant funds cannot be obtained with
designating these skilled people on the proposal at the time of submission. The recruitment of post docs or
students who assist with this work can be a competitive process.

PART 1V: AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT (ARPA) / MAINE JOBS & RECOV PLAN (MJRP)

L1 Yes — If Yes, please attach the approved Business Case(s).

& No — If No, proceed to Part V.

Patrick C. Keliher
Maontla Verlile
891CE7A1493D45B..

Martha Vverhille

. 7/15/2022

REV 11/18/2021 Page 3 of 3



		2022-07-15T12:52:07-0700
	Digitally verifiable PDF exported from www.docusign.com




