State of Maine
Waiver of Competitive Bidding Request Form

Form Instructions: Please provide the requested information in the white boxes below. This form is to
precede all Il contract requests that are not the direct result of a competitive bid process.

Agriculture,
Conservation and
Forestry/Animal & Plant
Health/CAPS

CT 01A 20190531*3627

April 30, 2020

University of Mame System actrng through the University of Maine
Orono ME 04469-5741

Assist in conducting exotic pest detection surveys for a Farm Bill
Funded Cooperative Agreement, which is administered through the

' Marne Dept of Agrroulture Conservatlon and Forestry

Karen Coluzzi

$8,500.00

applses to ‘thlS specrflc req Uest

A T_he procurement of goods or servaces 'by the State for countyfcommtss; ers:
- 1 ' | f"$2_500_o less and > inte

rm'medlate procurement_of goods or serwces s S '
If crtmg the above | By signing below, ! srgmfy as the Govemofs desrgnee there is an
;ustrﬁcatron for this Warver *| emergency that necessitates this non-compelitive procurement

of Competrt:ve Brddrng Slg nature:
'request please have _the

requesting Department’s Printed Name: Date:
_ Commrssronen:o Chief .
;Execut!ve (asthe = .

"s:gn' and .dafe on the nght o

C. After reasonable 1nvest:ga’non by the D:rector of the Bureau of General Services, it appears -
o - or item, is procurable by the
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Cooperative Agreements between the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) and the Maine
Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry (DACF) are in place to conduct exotic pest
detection surveys in small fruits (Award # AP19PPQFO000C137) and vegetables (Award #
AP19PPQFO000C147) with funding received through the Plant Protection Act Section 7721 (formerly
Farm Bill Section 10007). This additional funding helps support the mission of the Cooperative
Agricultural Pest Survey (CAPS) Program, a program under DACF which provides infrastructure for
early detection of potentially harmful and invasive plant pests.

Because of limited resources in DACF, CAPS surveys can be efficiently achieved when staff at the
University of Maine Cooperative Extension help service insect traps at farms they are already visiting.
The USDA has agreed to pay for all survey activities proposed for 2019, and DACF will pay the
University of Maine Cooperative Extension for assisting with survey efforts. The services are not
mandated by Maine statute.
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Sufficient staffing is not available within DACF to conduct this work. The Cooperative Extension at Highmoor
Farm has infrastructure in place to assist with the insect survey of fruits and vegetables that will make the
project more efficient. Based on DACF's knowledge of available resources in the state given specific plant pest
expertise, no other government agency in the state has the resources and connections to perform this survey
more effectively than the Cooperative Extension’s Highmoor Farm staff.

g Department concluded the negotiate

“requestin

The federal dollars ($8,500) that would go to the Cooperative Extension to conduct this survey will be used in
part to support IPM scouts who will help deploy and service insect traps. The majority of the costs incurred by
the scouts will be the responsibility of the Cooperative Extension, and the additional income from our contract
will help defray some of the costs.

:5. Future Competition
Please describe potential opportunities which may be available ster competitic
or:services in the future:

Should another agency or organization, with the proper expertise, resources, infrastructure, and contacts
become available, the Department will employ a competitive process, such as an RFP, to obtain the
appropriate services.

The Cooperative Extension at Highmoor Farm employs a small fruit and vegetable pest specialist who has
knowledge of local and exotic pest problems, as well as a working relationship with the growers in the state.
He employs pest management scouts that visit various farms for the purpose of monitoring their crops for
damaging insects. Many of these same farms the CAPS program monitors for exotic pests. The Highmoor
Farm scouts will be able to deploy and service these extra traps much more efficiently than the CAPS program
personnel and eliminate duplication of travel.
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7. Timeframe (Complete only if B. is the Statutory Justification marked on Page 1)

Please explain if time is of the essence and an emergency exists which requires the immediate
procurement of goods or services.. Describe the nature of this emergency, provide the date by which
he goods or services must be delivered, and explain how that date was determined and its

| significance (i.e. impact if delayed beyond this date). Also, provide information as to how it was

_ determined this vendor is the best option to address this time-sensitive procurement.

By signing below, | signify that my Department requests,
and | approve of, this Waiver of Competitive Bidding.

Amanda Beal, Commissioner
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