State of Maine
Waiver of Competitive Bidding Request Form

Form Instructions: Please provide the requested information in the white boxes below. This form is to
precede all contract requests that are not the direct result of a competitive bid process.

DACF/Quality
| Assurance and
| Regulations

Celeste Poulin,
Division Director

$20,000.00

4By s:gn:ng below / ngmfy as the Governor's des:gnee there is an
emergency that necessitates this non-competitive procurement.

Si nature

Printed Name. Date:

s{aL))S
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_agericy responsibilities or operations.

Perfluorinated compounds (PFCs) have been used in a wide variety of manufacturing processes and
consumer goods since the 1950’s. PFCs have been associated with a number of health concerns
including developmental, carcinogenic, hepatic, and immune system impacts. These compounds are
common in sludge that was spread on farms and fields throughout Maine. They have been measured
in soil at a number of sites including dairy farms. The Maine Dept. of Environmental Protection and
Drinking Water Program are currently pursuing drinking and groundwater testing throughout Maine.

As these results return, the Bureau of Agriculture, Food, and Rural Resources (DACF) is being
alerted to farms, some licensed dairy producers, that have unsafe amounts of these chemicals in their
soil and water supply. It is imperative that DACF has the ability fo test for a particular PFC compound
in mitk destined for the general food supply. DACF would like to begin this process by testing Maine’s
current retail milk supply. This will entail testing an estimated 30 samples. Thereafter, testing will
continue on a farm-by-farm basis.

Notably, the Governor created a Task Force that is charged with studying the effects of these
chemicals in Maine, and DACF is an active member of that effort. Having robust and recent test
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results regarding the state’s milk supply is critical to this

After contacting all laboratories approved for testing by the DEP, the Bureau has determined that
Vista is the only laboratory that provides results within the reporting detection limit (RL) deemed safe

and acceptable by the Dairy Program.

The State of Maine does not have a laboratory with the ability to test for PFOs.

C

requesting Departm es, or rates are fair and reasonable

Five laboratories were contacted. Three responded as able to complete the testing. Rates and
turnaround time were comparable for all.

As PFCs become a more widely recognized concern, DACF anticipates having more testing
resources available with proven track records.
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7. Timeframe (Complete only if B. is the Statutory Justification marked on Page 1)

lease explain if time is of the essence and an emergency exists which requires the immediate
rocurement of goods or services. Describe the nature of this emergency, provide the date by which
he goods or services must be delivered, and explain how that date was determined and its
ignificance (i.e. impact if delayed beyond this date). Also, provide information as to how it was

| determined this vendor is the best option to address this time-sensitive procurement.

It is imperative that the Bureau begin testing suspect milk products immediately. VISTA Analytics is
the only laboratory that DACF has experienced as providing accurate, timely testing for PFC’s in milk.
DACF is participating in Governor Mills’ Task Force and needs the results of the retail milk testing

prior to the next meeting on June 27.

| By signing below, I signify that my Department requests,
and | approve of, this Waiver of Competitive Bidding.

Borode £ Beol)

Aero~da §  Pecd
53119
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