State of Maine
Waiver of Competitive Bidding Request Form

Form Instructions: Please provide the requested information in the white boxes below. This form is to
precede all contract requests that are not the direct resulf of a competitive bid process.

DACF/ Ag Resource
| Development

. Leigh Hallett, Director
of Market
Development

1$9,900.00 | 201905203498
- [ 6/13/2019 - | 5/29/2020
- | Maine Federatlon of Farmers’ Markets

| 165 Sebasticook St.

Plttsf:eld ME 04967

Purchase and distribute EBT equipment to farms and
farmers’ markets, provide technical support and training,
develop and implement a program to educate consumers
about using SNAP benefits to purchase local food.

| To be completed by the Division of Procurement
| Services s -
: 'Postlng dates on Division of Procurement Serwces '_
| website: : S _

| From: _5/29/2019 To: _6/4/2019 L

| NOI#
:, 0520190768

'.\1 Statutory Just:ftcatlon BRI
State of Maine statute (5 M.R.S. §1825-B(2)) allows waivers of competitive bidding only for the

specific reasons listed below. Please mark the appropriate box (X) next to the Justlflcatlon WhICh
applies to this specific request.

A. The procurement of goods or services by the State for county commissioners pursuant to
Title 30-A, section 124, involves the expendlture of $2,500 or less, and the. lnterests of the

State would best be served

B. The Director of the Bureau of General Services is authorized by the Governor or the
Governor's desighee, to make purchases without competitive bidding because, in the oplmon
“of the Governor or the Governor's designee, an emergency exists that requires the '
‘immediate procurement of goods or services;

If citing the above = -~ By signing below, | signify as the Governor's designee there is an
justification for this Waiver | emergency that necessitates this non-competitive procurement.
of Competitive Bidding Signature:

request, please have the

requesting Department’s | Printed Name: Date:
Commissioner or Chief
Executive (as the

Governor’s “designee”)

sign and date on the right.
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State of Maine
Waiver of Competitive Bidding Request Form

partnership with a statewide federation of farmers’
markets” to promoting the use of SNAP at farmers’ markets, encourage participation in CSAs, assist
farmers’ markets in obtaining equipment, and facilitating the processing of such payment. The law
also directs the Dept. to work with DHHS to educate recipients of food supplement food programs of
the opportunity to use the benefits at farmers’ markets, and the benefits of such use. This project
furthers that goal by enlisting MFFM in work with Maine SNAP-ED and DACF.
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State of Maine
Waiver of Competitive Bidding Request Form

3. Availability of other Public Resources '

Please explaln how the requesting Department concluded that sufficient staffing, resources or
expertise is not available within the State of Maine’s government, or other governmental entities
(local, other state, or federal agencies) external to the requesting Department, which would be abie to
address the identified need more efficiently and effectively than the identified vendor.

There is currently no funding avaitable through the State for the purchase of EBT equipment, or to
provide technical assistance of the kind required by LD1584.

Smce a waiver of competmve bidding is being requested for this procurement, please explaln how the
requesting Department concluded the negotiated costs, fees, or rates are fair and reasonable.

Pricing of the equipment is standard and public information, with the type of equipment required being
dependent upon local circumstances (such as which cell phone providers offer service in the area).
Costs for materials and fees for technical support are in keeping with going rates.

5. Future Competition
Please describe potential opportunities which may be available to foster competition for these goods .
or services in the future.

Currently there is only one statewide farmers’ market federation in Maine, so it is likely that we will
continue to partner with MFFM, as specified in the law. The pricing of the materials may change in
future years, such as if a new type of EBT equipment became available, or we were to employ
different outreach and education tactics.

ponse

6. Uniqueness : - - S
Please explain if the goods or services requwed are unrque to a specific vendor. Descrlbe the unique
qualifications, abilities, and/or expertise of the vendor and how those particular unique factors address
the specific need identified above. If the vendor has unique equipment, facilities, or proprietary data, -
also explain the necessity of these particular unique assets.

MFFM is the only statewide farmers’ market federation in Maine. it offers proprietary data, access to
the market farmers named in the law, and can offer the technical assistance for implementing EBT
access at farmers’ markets and other remote sites as required by LD1584. There are no other
organizations with this expertise or constituent base.
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State of Maine

Waiver of Competitive Bidding Request Form

7. Timeframe (Complete only if B. is the Statutory Justification marked on Page 1)
iPIease explain if time is of the essence and an emergency exists which requires the immediate
»procurement of goods or services. Describe the nature of this emergency, provide the date by which
‘the goods or services must be delivered, and explain how that date was determined and its
;§S|gn|f|cance (i.e. impact if delayed beyond this date). Also, provide information as to how it was
- determined this vendor is the best option to address this time-sensitive procurement.

B AR

Y

Signature of requesting Department’s

Commtsswner or Chief Executive
(or designee within the
Commissioner’s Office):

By signing below, | signify that my Department requests,

and | approve of, this Waiver of Competitive Bidding.

A

Printed Name:

N, Dot

Date: R

WCB
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