State of Maine Waiver of Competitive Bidding Request Form

Form Instructions: Please provide the requested information in the white boxes below. This form is to precede all contract requests that
are not the direct result of a competitive bid process.

Office of Learning
Systems/Secondary Supports
and LTT

TBD 20190123*2162
June 30, 2019

Amanda Nguyen

Up to $ 32,000
February 1, 2019
University of Maine
QOrono, ME

Venue and Conference Services for 1250 students and adults _

By 51gn1ng be/ow, l s:gmﬁ/ as the Governor’s deSIgnee there /s an emergency
that necessitates this non-competitive procurement.
Signature:

Printed Name:
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The Department of Education has been conducting a student conference related to use of technology in schools (the
MLTI Student Conference) for the past 16 years. This conference brings students and educators together for a day-long
conference in which they hear from a student keynote speaker and attend classes to learn ways to use technology to
improve learning. They also participate in a group “uber session” where they collectively create music or visual works of
art using their school laptops and tablets.

We're not aware of any other public resources that would have the size auditorium that we need (1250), plus the food
service and technical capability that’s needed for the conference.

We anticipate that the cost will be similar to the cost incurred in the years we held the conference at the University
pursuant to the 2015 RFP.

The MLTI Student Conference may change in the next couple of years, as the last MLTI lease with the current vendors
ends June 30, 2020. If the conference is changed so that the University is not the only entity capable of meeting needs,
we would go out to RFP.

The University is the only higher education institution in the Bangor area that has sufficient size, technical capability and
food service to meet the needs of the conference. The largest auditorium at Husson College (Gracie Theater) only seats
500, and EMCC does not have any large space other than the gymnasium, which is not suitable for the conference.

In 2015, we issued an RFP (201502025) for this conference, and the University of Maine was the only respondent. We
were (and are) looking for a college campus in the Bangor area because (1) our students come from all over the state
and we want a location that’s easily accessible for all; and (2) holding the conference on a campus enables students to
have an experience like being in college and can influence students who might not otherwise consider college.
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- 7. Timeframe (Complete only if B. is the Statutory Justification marked on Page 1) é
_ Please explain if time is of the essence and an emergency exists which requires the immediate procurement of goods or ¢
services. Describe the nature of this emergency, provide the date by which the goods or services must be delivered, and .
| explain how that date was determined and its significance (i.e. impact if delayed beyond this date). Also, provide

B

t information as to how it was determined this vendor is the best option to address this time-sensitive procurement.

| By signing below, I signify that my Department requests, and I approve of, this
Waiver of Competitive Bidding.
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