PROCUREMENT JUSTIFICATION FORM (PJF)

This form must accompany all contract requests and sole source requisitions (RQS) over §5,00
submitted to the Division of Procurement Services.

INSTRUCTIONS: Please provide the requested information in the white spaces below. All responses
(except signatures) must be typed; no hand-written forms will be accepted. See the guidance
document posted with this form on the Division of Procurement Services intranet site (Forms page)

. for additional instructions. -
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Please respond to ALL of the quest;ons in the foHowmg sect:ons a

:- supplement th _ e T
Over 3,500 children in Mame have Autlsm and comprehensuve e\ndence based early intervention
has been repeatedly shown to improve lifelong outcomes, strengthen families, and reduce costs.
Research has shown that Children who receive early, intensive treatment using the principles of
Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA), demonstrate improvement in cognition, language, and adaptive
skills, with the greatest gains demonstrated by Children who begin receiving the intervention before
the age of three (3). However, the youngest Children with ASD throughout Maine have very limited
access to the evidence-based treatment models which have the best outcomes, and the State is in
need of a new model to improve access to services for Children with ASD who are birth to three (O-
3) years old. Serving children under three (3) requires a different intervention than serving older
children with Autism. 1t is a specialty area where comprehensive training does not currently exist in
Maine. The State lacks an organization funded to develop and lead an effective statewide l.earning
‘| and Coaching Network to train, coach, measure, and support Rehabilitative and Community
Support (RCS) agencies in providing a comprehensive evidence-based intervention model that can
be utilized through Section 28, which is an existing funding mechanism for RCS agencies, many of
which are smaller organizations, to deliver these services.

Maine Behavioral Healthcare, through its Glickman Lauder Center of Excellence in Autism and
Developmental Disorders (GLCOE), is the leading provider and clinical research center in Maine for
children with Autism and Developmental Delays. This Agreement will fund a statewide technical
support and training program to replicate the model of successful early intervention that is currently
operated through Section 28. The GLCOE will serve as the coordinating center and trainer for
statewide implementation. This Agreement will run a training, coordination, and Learning and
Coaching Network for RCS agencies in Maine and teach those RCS agencies how to operate and
bill for the model for early intervention service for children birth to three (3) years old with Autism.
The Provider will assist agencies involved in this pilot, in documenting and biliing MaineCare in
accordance with Section 28 policy. The Provider is also assisting with a related FMAP project
102.3 which is bringing an evidence-based parenting instruction program (RUBI-Research Units in
Behavioral Intervention) to the State of Maine for children with Inteflectual Delays (ID) and Autism.
That work will be integrated within this project, as all families enrolled with participating agencies
will receive RUBI.
" 2. Provide a briefjustification for the selected vendor to supp[ement the response in Part H
e .?;i Reference the RFP:number, lf appllcable """" e e : e
Eariy Intensive Behavioral Intervention (EIBI) is an Applled Beha\nor Anaiy3|s (ABA) program
which has extensive research and evidence for improving outcomes in young children with autism
and is employed by numerous providers throughout the country. Multiple systematic reviews have
determined this model to be an evidence-based practice, including the Maine DHHS-Department of
Education (DOE) evidence-based practice report of 2009. The use of evidence-based models in
the birth to three (3) age group in Maine has been extremely limited, as they have not been
supported by the DOE. Maine Behavioral Health’s Glickman Lauder Center of Excellence in
Autism and Developmental Disorders (GLCOE) is the only program in the State of Maine using the
EIBI model for birth to three (3) year-olds with Autism through Section 28 Specialized Services of
MaineCare.
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i Iiocated to grantee i R
The negotiated costs in this agreement cover the expenses of 4 4 FTEs all wit master's degrees
or higher, as well as program evaluation and benefits. With the workforce challenges, the wages.
submitted for this agreement are competitive and reflect a slight increase above the average wage
in the program area (Portland). Additionally, this agreement will support the RCS agencies that the
Department partners with, by offering them reimbursement for their engagement with this program:
trainmg and coachlng startup materlals and eqmpment as weII as travel and mlteage costs

4 Descrlbe the ptan for future competltlon for the good_ .or ser\nces

Thls is a one- tlme serv;ce to bunld service abllmes and create a spema!ty service for prowders of
Rehabilitative and Community Support Services, also known as MaineCare "Section 28 Services' to
provide exceptional Early Intervention Services to Maine children who are birth to three (0-3). This
pilot will ensure that an evidence-based parenting program is available and accessible for many
years to come. The Department does not plan on initiating an RFP for this service but has already
begun working toward an Early [ntervention service in the Medicaid package, in collaboration with
the Office of MaineCare services.

OBS & RECOVERY PLAN (MJRP)

O Yes', MJRP funds (023) — If Yes, please attach the approved Business Case(s).

1 Yes, ARPA funds (025) - If Yes, please be aware of the requirements from awarding federal
agencies.

No — If No, proceed to Part V.
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