State of Maine
Procurement Justification Form

This form must accompany ALL contract requests and sole source requisitions submitted to the Division of Procurement
Services.

INSTRUCTIONS: Please provide the requested information in the white spaces below.

PART I: OVERVIEW

;| DACF/ARD
or | Leigh Hallett
Estlmated Contract Ol':.. — T e .
Grant Amount: | ¥ 46:555.00 . dvantage OT | RQS #: | 201912231920

 Original Start Date:’ i "New Start Date::
_ Original End Date: . NewEnd Date:
Pro;ect Start Date: | 1/31/2020 Grant Start Date: | 09/30/2019
Pro;ect End Date_i 1 1213112020 Grant Encf Date; | 09/29/2021

Proposed End Date.::f:

f; Daybreak Growers Alllance
_ 71 Knox, Maine

_ Lo enn s Creating a replicable low-overhead aggregation and marketing
T -'-';'_-ef DescrlpttonofGoodslServ:ces/Grant | model for Maine Grown Specialty Crops.

PART II JUSTIFICATION FOR VENDOR SELECTIO

an X before the justef:catlon(s) that applles tot_ S

Other Authorization

The Maine DACF participates in the US Department of Agriculture’s Specialty Crop Block Grant
(SCBG) Program each year. The Department is allocated a prescribed amount of federai funding
annually, then works under USDA guidelines to develop projects to utilize the funds and meet USDA
and DACF goals. Typically, most of the Specialty Gop Block Grant annual budget is allocated through
a competitive grant proposal process. This is a federal block grant program under DACF purview.
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State of Maine
Procurement Justification Form

PART Ili: SUPPLEMENTAL QUESTIONS
The USDA expects that the full allotment of SCBG funds will be utilized by DACF and its sub awardees

annually. Any funding not utilized is returned to the US Treasury. The USDA encourages the
Department to proactively work with partners to developing projects and allocating the funds. This year
the SCBG review committee met in March, and the full 2019 SCBG budget was allocated to projects
through a review and negotiation process that included USDA stalff

Unexpectedly, in October 2019, AgMatters LLC, a recipient of two 2019 SCBG awards, notified DACF
of its decision to cancel its two contracts for the 2019 grant cycle. Upon notification, the USDA
requested that DACF promptly substitute other projects to utilize the funds. Specifically, USDA
requested projects that had already been reviewed by the Department but had not been funded, and
which would be eligible for SCBG funding. Two projects met those criteria, and “Creating a replicable
low-overhead aggregation and marketing model for Maine Grown Speciaity Crops” was one of them.
This project meets all requirements for SCBG projects and diversifies DACF’s portfolio of projects
(which USDA had identified as a priority). The project has been approved by the USDA for inclusion in
DACFs 2019 SCBG State Plan.

We had previously met with the vendor to discuss the project and projected costs.
We compared the cost of this project to projects we have funded through SCBG and found the cost to
be fair and reasonable. (SCBG awards can range up to $100,0000.)

DACF releases a competitive RFP for the SCBG program annually, and itis open to all applicants that )
meet the USDA's eligibility guidelines.

- PART IV: APPROVALS

| By signing befow, | signify that | approve of this procurement request.

| Aevencie. Deal _ Date:| 2|(§]20
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