State of Maine
Waiver of Competitive Bidding Request Form

Form Instructions: Please provide the requested infarmation in the white boxes below. This form is to
precede all contract requests that are not the direct result of a competitive bid process.

Scott Goulette Corrections, Central

R@S 03n 20200121%34

| January 31, 2021

$ 10,450

February 1, 2020
Compass Light
Camden, Maine

“Sunrise Earth” Video Installation (3 licenses)

ervice;
By signing below, I signify as the Governor’s designee there is an
emergency that necessitates this non-competlitive procurement.
Signature:

Printed Name: Date:
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State of Maine
Waiver of Competitive Bidding Request Form

It's no secret that working in the Correctional environment brings with it a unique set of challenges and
stress factors. Burn out and stress related illness and/or injury are all too common. The Department is
proposing a trial run of “video relaxation” therapy at three of its correctional facilities in an effort to help
alleviate the aforementioned stress factors.

Studies have shown that access to nature imagery and sounds (like the kind found in BlueMarvel
Programming) can reduce stress, anxiety, irritability and aggression - and that these calming effects
can last for hours. In an effort to further employee weliness (coping with stress and PTSD), as well as
reduce violent infractions among the prison population, MDOC is tapping Compass Light (the creator
of BlueMarvel content) to bring a calming, restorative nature experience inside the walls of
correctional facilities.
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The Department is unaware of any public resource capable of providing this type of specialized
service,

The Provider offered the Department its Hospital/Nonprofit pricing model for the MSP-only
relationship, and then added a 30% discount as an incentive to move to an MDOC wide agreement,
which the Department considers to be fair and reasonable.

:56. Future Competition

The Department will consider seeking competitive bids should similar qualified Providers enter the
market. The proposed provider offers a unique product which the Department is interested in utilizing
on a trial basis.
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6. Uniqueness

Please explain if the goods or services required are unique to a specific vendor. Describe the unique
qualifications, abilities, and/or expertise of the vendor and how those particular unique factors address
the specific need identified above. If the vendor has unique equipment, facilities, or proprietary data,
also explain the necessity of these particular unique assets.

Compass Light is based in Camden, ME and has been an expert in the field of immersive nature
content for over 15 years. This includes the series Sunrise Earth, a 64-episode television series
(originally shot for the Discovery Channel) which transports viewers to the most beautiful places on
earth to experience a sunrise. There isn't a single word of narration, just the sound and imagery of
nature unfolding at it's own pace. It is the only series that can make that claim. Compass
Light/BlueMarvel content has been used in hospitals across the country for over a decade to reduce
stress and improve outcomes. Recently, Compass Light has partnered with MDOC to bring their brand
of nature content on to VR (virtual reality) headsets, making the experience even more immersive.

7. Timeframe (Complete only if B. is the Statutory Justification marked on Page 1)

Please explain if time is of the essence and an emergency exists which requires the immediate
procurement of goods or services. Describe the nature of this emergency, provide the date by which |
the goods or services must be delivered, and explain how that date was determined and its ;
significance (i.e. impact if delayed beyond this date). Also, provide information as to how it was |
determined this vendor is the best option to address this time-sensitive procurement.

Signature of requesting Department’s | By signing below, I signify that my Department requests,
Commissioner or Chief Executive and | approve of, this Waiver of Competitive Bidding.

(or designee within the

Commissioner’s Office): /\/\ (/{% e C/%
Printed Name: '
b ol
ool Mo ,

Date: !/lS“fyo
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