State of Maine Waiver of Competitive Bidding Request Form

Form Instructions: Please provite the requested information in the white boxes below. This form is to precede all contract requests that
are not the direct result of a competitive bid process.

Janette Kirk

DOE/ESEA/Title T Data

| $68,000.00 20180723%230
01/01/20 12/31/20
National Center for the Improvement of Educat;onal Assessment, Dover, NH

Bul!dlng and Qua[ity assurance testing of Maine’s ESSA school accountability system,
d p055|b]e _changes to the ELP md;cator

By signing below, I signify as the G‘ovemors des:gnee there 15 an emergency
that necessitates this non-competitive procurement,
Signature:

Printed Name:

The. procurement of goods rvices involves, expendltu "f'$10,,00‘0 orless,’ chrement from ¢
single source is ‘the most économical, effective and appropriate means of fulfilling a ‘denonstrated need.
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State of Maine Waiver of Competitive Bidding Request Form
If-a different a

uthorization specifically allows for this rion-;
curement, please provide that reference here

- e

d which makes the goods or services necessary. -Explain bow the reques

reqLiremen

“services are critical and/or essential to agency responsibilities or operations.

This non-competitive contract addresses a critical need for the Maine Department of Education. The National Center for
the Improvement of Educational Assessment has been integral in the development of the Department’s ESSA
accountability system. In particular,

Leslie Keng has assisted the Department in developing the accountability system
modeling tool. Before the ESSA accountability system can be fully implemented, it is necessary for the Department to go
through a quality assurance (QA) process in order to validate the reliability and accuracy of the system. Given Leslie
Keng’s experience and knowledge of Malne's system and data, he is the only service provider suited to this work.

In order to properly do quality assurance testing, we cannot have our own people checking the results with the system
that they developed. An independent contractor who has built our system in a separate coding language will provide us
with the quality assurance that allows us to ensure that our internally built system is functioning propetly.

[.compelitive bidding is.being requested 10r-tns procur
cluded the negotiated costs, fees, of rates are fair and reasonable.

ial opportunities which may be available to foster: etition for these goods.or.s

Given the one-time nature of establishing the school accountability system, it is uniikely that similar work would be open
to competition in the future.
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State of Maine Waiver of Competitive Bidding Request Form

Maine's school accountability system Is being completely rolled out for the 2020-21 school year and before that can
happen the Tier II identification process needs to be built and a thorough quality assurance needs to take place to
ensure the reliability and accuracy of the data and system that will be used to identify schools for supports as well as
feed data to the report cards that will be put out next December. There are many moving parts to the school
accountabllity system that need to be reviewed with the current data we have in order to have confidence in the system
when the new data comes in by the first week in October. The contract timeframe is set through the end of next year
to help support Maine DOE as we implement the new data into the system and roll out identifications. If the
identifications are not made by December 31, 2020 we will be in violation of ESSA.

The National Center for the Improvement of Educational Assessment, Inc. (The Center for Assessment, or The Center)
provided support to Maine DOE in the design and implementation of its new school accountability system. As part of the
empirical modeling that the Center performed for Maine DOE, we computed the measures and indicators in the new
accountahility system and simulated Maine’s tiered model for identifying schools for support and improvement using
data from the 2016 through 2019 assessments. The Center also drafted accountability implementation specifications,
which detail the data files and business rules needed to operationalize Maine’s accountability system.

Given the work the Provider has already done, they are the only ones with the unique experience and khowledge of
Maine's system and data to do the needed work in the validation of the Department’s accountablility system
implementation.

7. Timeframe {Complete only if B. is the Statutory Justification marked on Page 1) -
HPlease explain If time is of the essence and an emergency exists which requires the immediate procurement of goods or
{services. Describe the nature of this emergency, provide the date by which the goods or services must be delivered,
dand explain how that date was determined and its significance (i.e. impact if delayed beyond this date). Also, provide g
Hinformation as to how it was determined this vendor is the best option to address this time-sensitive procurement. £

By signing below, I signify that my Department requests, and I approve of, this
Waiver of Competitive Bidding.

- S
fleend finit

Elame [5obb

f2] e i
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