State of Maine
Waiver of Competitive Bidding Request Form

Form Instructions: Please provide the requested information in the white boxes below. This form is to
precede all contract requests that are not the direct result of a competitive bid process.

| DACF/Board of

Megan Patterson, BPC | Pesticides Control

Director

| RQS01A20191113*618
| August 15, 2019

$ 5,360

August 15, 2019
Maine Mobile Health Program, Inc.

Augusta, Maine

This is a grant to provide funding for multi-lingual pesticide
safety training for migrant agricultural workers in Maine,
including training that meets the requirements of the

fi deral (EPA mandated) Worker Protectl_on Standa_rdu -

mmedlate procurement:of-goods or services LR e =

he abov | By signing below, | signify as the Governor’s des:gnee there is an
emergency that necessitates this non-competitive procurement.
Signature:

Printed Name: Date:

that any requwed unitor tem of supply, or brand of that unit or item. is procurable by the
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Protectlng farmworkers from pestlmde exposure is a matter of basic decency and respect. Federal
standards reflect this by requiring that all pesticide handlers and agricuitural workers who may be
exposed to pesticide residues (such as on crops or equipment} during their job duties receive training
in pesticide safety and the applicable regulations. The training must be provided in a language that
the workers understand. Maine’s migrant farmworker community is exceptionally diverse, both
culturally and linguistically, compared to its counterparts in other states. We have workers who speak
Spanish, Haitian Creole, French, and various other languages. The BPC does not currently have staff
capacity to provide training in this wide range of languages. The Maine Mobile Health Program
(MMHP) has this expertise in-house.

Of equal importance is that the MMHP has an established relationship with Maine’s migrant worker
communities. By contrast, the BPC is a regulatory agency and does not have established channels of
communication with migrant workers. The MMHP provides medical, educational and social services
thus making them well-positioned to become aware of pesticide-exposure situations, and to then
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assist the BPC in preventing and addressing these issues.

The cooperative agreement will provide funding to support salary and travel expenses for multi-lingual
seasonal personnel to provide WPS and related pesticide-safety training for several hundred
farmworkers.

{:f:3 Avaltablhty of other Publlc Resourc_es :

The Malne Mobile Health program has the agncultural medlcal and cultural expertlse o serve thrs
migrant community. They also have a long-established relationship with Maine’s migrant farmworkers.
Throughout the year, the BPC does provide similar training for other sectors of the agricultural
industry in Maine. However, the BPC does not have the linguistic expertise or the number of staff
necessary to provide training for the number of agricultural workers present in the state during the
growing season. The MMHP has the expertise, and because of its unique mission, it can focus
entirely on safety and health concerns in the migrant community. The BPC, by contrast, serves the
whole of Maine and has numerous other competing responsibilities including but not limited to

regulatory [|censm applacator educatlon enforcement and admlnrstratrve servrces

_reque .ttng Dep __rtment concluded the: negotlated costs fees or rates are falr andfé __ asonable
MMHP trains several hundred workers in pesticide safety and the Worker Protection Standard
annually, in languages that the BPC staff does not speak. In the process, they build relationships with
the migrant community that foster cooperation with both MMHP and the BPC, making it easier for the
BPC to generate voluntary compliance among farmers, applicators, and other members of the
regulated community. There are substantial synergies that arise from the BPC'’s support of MMHP
that far exceed the value of the money spent.

5. Future Competition -
:;?Please descnbe potentlal opportunitres"
“or services in the future. -

None. The MMHP is a non- proﬂt organlzatlon There is Ilttle economic mcentive to prowde services to."
the migrant community.
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For the reasons already d HP is the only entity in the state with the resources,
expertise and established relationships to deliver these important services effectively to the migrant
farmworker communities.

7. Timeframe (Complete only if B. is the Statutory Justification marked on Page 1)
Please explain if time is of the essence and an emergency exists which requires the immediate |
. procurement of goods or services. Describe the nature of this emergency, provide the date by which |

2

the goods or services must be delivered, and explain how that date was determined and its
~significance (i.e. impact if delayed beyond this date). Also, provide information as to how it was
_determined this vendor is the best option {0 address this time-sensitive procurement.

|| By signing below, I signify that my Department requests,
{ and | approve of, this Waiver of Competitive Bidding.

it
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