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Provided below are submitted written questions received and the Department’s answers

	Question #
	Question
	Answer

	1
	The crossing is located on a “State Aid” road. DOT and the Town have a shared responsibility. Are projects on these roads eligible for grants?
	This is a somewhat difficult question based on the language approved by the Legislature authorizing this bond for stream crossing grants. The bond issue language requires a project be on a “municipal road, not a state road or private road” so our legal staff looked into whether grant funds can be used on the project, not whether the town has rights to perform the project.

Absent better instruction by the legislation, we looked at DOT regulations and statutory authorizations.  The distinction between municipal roads and state roads is articulated in DOT regulations, Chapter 304. “Collector roads” are the state’s responsibility, “local service roads” are local responsibility. The line of demarcation between collector roads and service roads is the same line between State Aid Roads and Town ways. In other words, the best reading of DOT regulations is to call all state aid roads, “state roads”, and all “town ways” municipal roads. Our current interpretation is that “state aid roads” are “state roads,” therefore our opinion is that the project is ineligible for a grant under this program. 



	2
	In the 2019R2 Application, there is a note that states, “NOTE: If the new crossing will be greater than 10 feet in width, State Law requires MaineDOT inspect any stream crossing structures. If the new crossing will be over 20 feet in width (measured from abutment to abutment along the centerline of the road), you must request that the Maine Department of Transportation (MDOT) take responsibility for the structure.” I have been told that it is possible for a town to take responsibility for some structures over 20 feet so it is not the legal responsibility of MaineDOT. Is this correct?

	After looking more deeply at the language used in the application, it appears that the 2019R2 application incorrectly states that towns “must request must request that the Maine Department of Transportation (MDOT) take responsibility for the structure.” This language should read: 
“NOTE: If the new crossing will be greater than 10 feet in width, State Law requires MaineDOT inspect any stream crossing structures.  If the new crossing will be over 20 feet in width (measured from abutment face to abutment face along the centerline of the road), you must contact the Maine Department of Transportation (MDOT) prior to construction. Contact MaineDOT Bridge Maintenance Engineer Ben Foster at (207) 624-3000.”    
To help clarify this issue, MaineDOT has created a fact sheet regarding the need for inspection and notification to MaineDOT regarding these structures. This fact sheet is available here. 


	3
	I don’t see this crossing in the Habitat Viewer-is there someone that the Town can contact to come assess this? Is there a process to get something added, and if it’s not listed, is there still a chance of qualifying for a stream grant?

	While most of the crossings in the state have been surveyed in the Maine Stream Habitat Viewer, there are still some smaller streams or unmapped streams that have not been surveyed. In cases where there is no surveyed crossing in the Stream Viewer, we recommend identifying as much of the information as possible from nearby surveyed crossings on the same stream, while also reaching out to regional Fisheries staff at Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, and Maine Department of Marine Resources for additional information. Additionally, there are resources available through both the Maine Stream Habitat Viewer Contact page and technical assistance contacts through the Maine Stream Smart Program. 

Crossings without a Stream Viewer ID are still eligible for grants; however, there may be some additional fieldwork or outreach to other resources needed to obtain all the information contained within the Stream Viewer as requested in the application.   
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