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Origins

The Nutrient Management Program was
established by the Maine Legislature in 1998.
This program was initiated by the Maine
Department of Agriculture, local Soil & Water
Conservation Districts and interested farmers
who shared a proactive interest in the proper
storage, management and utilization of farm
nutrients. Their goals included management
of nutrients that would not only provide
protection for Maine's environment, but also
have economic benefits for farming
operations, yet be attainable and practical.
Maine has been a leading state in the nation in
the protection of its farmland and natural
resources.

A key element for achieving these goals has
been the development and implementation of
over 750 certified nutrient management plans
(NMPs) for Maine farms. An important aspect
of these plans is to achieve a balance of
nutrient inputs to farmland and outputs from
the farm, such as meat, milk, eggs, or crops
produced, in order to minimize nutrient losses
to the environment, particularly nitrogen and
phosphorous, and reduce impacts from
potential pathogens.

What is a Nutrient Management Plan?

It is a document that describes how nutrients
are stored, managed and utilized on the farm
for which it is written. An NMP also could be

described as an environmental operating plan
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for the farm and provides guidance for
minimizing off-site impacts from the farm. The
plan addresses the storage and utilization of
nutrients for the entire farm, including leased or
borrowed land.

What are some components of an NMP?

® Results of soil and manure tests and an
analysis of any off-farm nutrients planned for
growing crops. These tests must be updated
at least every 5 years;

¢ Calculations of nutrient requirements for
crops to be grown and identification of the
limiting nutrient for determining application
rates that are environmentally sound;

® A statement of yield goals for land receiving
nutrients;

® A whole-farm nutrient balance plan;

® Minimum setbacks between manure storage,
stacking or spreading areas and property
lines and water bodies, based on site-specific
factors;

e Provision for at least 180 days of storage for
manure, since winter spreading of manure is
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prohibited in Maine between December 1
of a calendar year and March 16™ of the
following year, unless specific circumstances
exist and a variance is granted by the
Commissioner;

® A recommendation of site-specific dates for
the spreading of manure and for the
spraying or irrigation of liquid manure;

¢ A soil erosion control plan;

® Provision for effective odor and insect
control associated with manure storage,
management and utilization at the farm and
at land spreading sites.

® Records that address the amount of manure
applied to each field, the amount of other
nutrient sources applied to each field and
yields at the end of each harvest season.
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