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WHO NEEDS A COMMERCIAL LICENSE?

ÁANYONE WHO APPLIES ANY

PESTICIDEé

ÁFOR ANY TYPE OF COMPENSATION

ÁIN AREAS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

ÁAS A GOVERNMENTEMPLOYEE, 

INCLUDING SCHOOL EMPLOYEES

ÁALSO INCLUDES APPLICATION OF 

RESTRICTED USE PESTICIDES FOR 

OTHER THAN AGRICULTURAL 

PURPOSES (E.G., TERMITE 

CONTROL)

No endorsement intended or implied



CERTIFICATION & LICENSING FOR COMMERCIAL APPLICATORS

YOU MUST BECOME CERTIFIED TO BE 

ELIGIBLE FOR A LICENSE(COA)

CERTIFICATION = PASSING EXAMS

ÅCORE EXAM

ÅCATEGORY EXAMñIN THIS CASE 

7C3

MUST SCORE AT LEAST 80%

THIS WILL CERTIFY YOU TO APPLY FOR A 

COMMERCIAL OPERATOR APPLICATOR 

LICENSE



CERTIFICATION & LICENSING FOR COMMERCIAL APPLICATORS

EVERY SCHOOL SYSTEM WISHING TO USE POWERED 

APPLICATION EQUIPMENT MUST HAVE AT LEAST ONE 

COMMERCIAL MASTER APPLICATOR (CMA)

CERTIFICATION = PASSING EXAMS

ÅCORE EXAM

ÅCATEGORY EXAMñIN THIS CASE7C3

ÅWRITTENREGULATIONS EXAM

ÅVERBAL EXAM WITH A BPC STAFF MEMBER

MUST SCORE AT LEAST 80%

THIS WILL CERTIFY YOU TO APPLY FOR A 

COMMERCIAL MASTER APPLICATOR LICENSE



HOW DO YOU COMPLY?

ÁCOMMERCIAL APPLICATOR EXAMS ARE NORMALLY 

OFFERED IN AUGUSTA

ÁTHE BPC WILL WORK WITH SCHOOL EMPLOYEES TO 

OFFER EXAMS AT ADDITIONALLOCATIONS WHEN 

NEEDED

ÅSEND IN A PAPER APPLICATION 

ÅPESTICIDES@MAINE.GOV

ÅEXAMS WILL BE SCHEDULED IN AN AREA NEAR YOU



WHAT TYPES OF USES ARE EXEMPT FROM 
REQUIRING A LICENSE ?

ÅROUTINE òHANDó CLEANING BY 

CUSTODIAL STAFF

ÅAPPLICATION OF PAINTS, STAINS 

OR WOOD PRESERVATIVES 



Training for Category 7C3

1.Microorganisms

2.Antimicrobial Pesticides

3.Mold Remediation

This manual can be purchased through 

the University of Maine Cooperative 

Extension Office. 



Microorganisms

üSmall

üHigh impact

üFound 

everywhere



Microorganisms - Benefits

üSynthesize ðNutrients

üDigest ðCarbohydrates

üControl ðHarmful 

Microorganisms

üManufacture ðAntibiotics

üWaste Water -Treatment



Microorganisms - Benefits

üFermentation ðBeer

üFix ðNitrogen

üDecomposition ðDead Organic material

üProduction ðBiofuels



Microorganisms - Detrimental

üInfections ðIllness

üPlants ðCrop destruction

üAnimals - Toxins

üDisease - Cancer

üSpoilage - Food

üMetal - Corrosion

üEnvironment ðFish Kills



Pesticide Risks

×Direct Contact
×Breathing

×Skin

×Eating

×Residues
×Food

×Water Contamination
×Ground Water

×Surface Water



READ THE LABEL BEFOREé

ÁBUYING THE PESTICIDE

ÁSTORING THE PESTICIDE

ÁMIXING AND APPLYING 

THE PESTICIDE

ÁDISPOSING OF UNUSED 

PESTICIDE AND EMPTY 

CONTAINERS



Disinfectants and Sanitizers are 

Pesticides

VChemicals (including 'green' and 

'natural' products)

VRegulated by Federal and State 

Agencies to protect human 

health



ALLPESTICIDES HAVE RISKS!!!
ÅORGANIÇ SAFE

ÅNATURAL ̧SAFE

No endorsement intended or implied

Antimicrobial Products

Synthetic ̧ Highly Toxic



Microorganisms

ÅSingle Cell

ÅMultiple Cells

ÅNo cell



Bacteria

ÇUnicellular (single celled)

ÇOccur Everywhere



Bacteria Characteristics

ÇEndospore

ÇMotility

ÇEncapsulation

ÇBiofilms

Disinfectants may not kill endospores



Infection and 

Disease

Some microbes cause serious 

illness

Example: Campylobacteriosis is an 

infectious disease caused by 

Campylobacter bacteria which can 

cause diarrhea and sickens about 1.5 

million people in the US annually.



Fungi

üSingle or multi -cellular

ü1.5 million species

üDisease ðPlant and humans



Fungi

Molds



Clean Up

Individuals who clean 

up after rodent 

infestations are likely to 

be infected by 

Leptospira interrogans



Viruses
VNot even a cell

VNo internal metabolism

VCannot move on their 

own

VCannot reproduce on 

their own

VInfectious packets   

DNA RNA

VSize 



Microbial Pest Management

VPrevention

VScrubbing

VFiltration

VpH Adjustment

EFFECTIVE MICROBIAL PEST CONTROL REQUIRES MULTIPLE STRATEGIES



Microbial Pest Management

VWet / Dry Heat

VBoiling

VRadiation

VUltrasonic



Microbial Pest Management

VOzone

VChemical Control



Microbial Pest Management

VChlorine

Chlorine is a strong oxidizer 

and cannot be applied to some 

materials



PESTICIDE REGISTRATION

ÁTO BE LEGAL FOR USE IN 

MAINE, ALL PESTICIDES 

MUST BE REGISTERED BY 

BOTH:

ÅEPA*

ÅBPC

*Some òreduced riskó pesticides have been deregulated by the EPA









Antimicrobial Pesticides

Ácides, cidal - germicides, virucides

Ástats, static ðfungistats, bacteriostats

Ásanitizers

Ádisinfectants

Ásterilants



Antimicrobial Pesticides

Ácides , cidal - germicides, virucides

No endorsement intended or implied



Antimicrobial Pesticides

Ástats, static ðfungistats, bacteriostats

No endorsement intended or implied



Antimicrobial Pesticides

Ásanitizers

No endorsement intended or implied


