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Photo: Agapostemonvirescensthe bicolored striped sweat bee,
and Misumenavatia, the goldenrod crab spider,

on Rubeckiahirta, the blackeyed coneflower or blacleyed Susan,
which is native to New England and naturalized in Maine.

Photo by Gary Fis


mailto:hillary.peterson@maine.gov

MAINE DEPARTMENT OF

AGRICULTURE
CONSERVATION
& FORESTRY

The Garden as an Ecosystem

A garden is a living
ecosystem, full of
l interactions we rarely
notice.

Over the next few slides,
pSQfttft &ass az
predators in action, a visual |
introduction to the
complexity and wonder
gSQf f SELX 2NB
throughout the talk.
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Oriusinsidiosus

Photos:veronica_arelj spinddfairywren(iNaturalist); Drawing by Alyssa Marir
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| Careful observation uncovers hidden \

relationships among plants, pests, and \

predators.
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“w LONGLEGGED FLIES

> Condylostylupatibulatus

Photos: jrw23wtueckmantel(iNaturalist); Drawing by Alyssa Marir
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The Garden as an Ecosystem
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These natural enemies feed on
herbivores, maintaining balance in the
ecosystem.

LACEWING (LARVAE)
Chrysoperlaufilabris

Photos:mrknox, bobreed kylenpaige20 (iNaturalist); Drawing by Alyssa Mari
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A variety of predators ensures more
stable and effective pest control.

TACHINID FLIES
WINSOME FLY
Istochetaaldrichi

Photos: Nicholas Soucurunx(iNaturalist); Drawing by Alyssa Marin
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The Garden as an Ecosystem

Watching
predatorprey
interactions
reveals patterns
and timing
important for
management.

GOLDENROD SOLDIER BEE
Chauliognathugpensylvanicus

Photos:letronc, kyukich larnicus chdphoto(iNaturalist); Drawing by Alyssa Marin
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Predators must establish before pest
populations peak to prevent outbreaks.

PREDATORYTINK BUGS
SPINED SOLDIER BUG (IMMATURE
Podisusnaculiventris

Photos:michelcournoyerbutterflyrige, krockytop (iNaturalist); Drawing by Alyssa Marir
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The Garden as an Ecosystem

Careful observation uncovers hidden
relationships among plants, pests, and
predators.

rnutos: saucierj jferris11, kylenpaige20 (iNaturalist), Hans Smid; Drawing by Alyssa M
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The Garden as an Ecosystem

oy
Documenting these interactions helps |

gardeners understand and anticipate
ecosystem dynamics.
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ROVE BEETLES
. Staphylinidae spp.

Photos:lawrencerhoadsericbrunschwiler symphylan, (iNaturalist); Drawing by Alyssa Marir
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Scouting is a scientific system anyone can do.
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- Definition When to Begin : : Track Patterns

Scouting, or monitoring  Startas soon as plants Know thetypical Different pests affect
plants, is doneften, begin to growor when appearance and growtlof different plants in
» carefully, and pests become active the plants. different ways
} systematically
Early attention is key. Learn to differentiate Observerends over time
| Goal:spot problems early common pests and to identify
common natural enemies emerging
problems.

This helps yovecognize
abnormalities quickly
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