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Summary of Maine's Regulations on Importing
Plant Material
Maine has several quarantines in place to protect our plant and natural resources from harmful insect, diseases
and plants. The following are some of Maine’s regulations pertaining to plants commonly sold by the nursery
industry. Please keep these regulations in mind when ordering and receiving shipments of plants. If your
locations in Maine are currently in possession of any of the plants mentioned here please contact the
Maine Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to discuss how best to dispose of them.
Hemlock woolly adelgid (HWA) quarantine – Hemlock trees are only allowed from certain areas with
certification paperwork. HWA is a serious pest that attacks and kills hemlock trees, an important landscape
and forest species in Maine. Maine maintains a strict quarantine regulating the movement of hemlock plant
material into and within the state. To meet the requirements of the HWA quarantine all hemlock plants coming
into un-infested areas of Maine must originate from areas where HWA is not established and shipments must be
accompanied by a certificate issued by the plant protection organization of the origin state. For more
information on bringing hemlocks into Maine visit:
www.maine.gov/dacf/php/horticulture/importinghemlocks.shtml
White pine blister rust (WPBR) quarantine – Currants and gooseberry plants cannot be sold in most
areas of Maine. WPBR is a serious disease of white pine, a major forest and economic species in Maine.
WPBR weakens and kills infected trees and can prevent the regeneration of white pine in some forest areas. In
addition to infecting white pine, WPBR also infects Ribes species (currants and gooseberries). For this reason
the sale, transportation and possession of Ribes spp. is illegal throughout most of Maine and the sale of Ribes
nigrum (black currant) is illegal in the entire State of Maine. For more information visit:
www.maine.gov/dacf/mfs/forest_health/quarantine_information.html
Banned invasive terrestrial plants – 33 invasive terrestrial plants cannot be sold in Maine. The Maine
Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry adopted rules that prohibit the sale (starting January 1,
2018) of 33 terrestrial plant species that were determined to meet the invasive plant criteria outlined in the rule.
For more information including the list of plants visit:
www.maine.gov/dacf/php/horticulture/invasiveplants.shtml
Banned invasive aquatic plants – Eleven aquatic plants cannot be sold in Maine. The Maine Department
of Agriculture along with the Maine Department of Environmental Protection are extremely concerned with the
introduction of foreign and invasive aquatic plants to Maine’s waterways. The State of Maine has a law
banning the sale, propagation and introduction to Maine of eleven aquatic plants considered invasive. For more
information, including the list of plants visit: www.maine.gov/dep/water/invasives
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