
 

Ways in which invasive species pose an 
economic burden: 

 
• Reduced grazing potential 
 
•  Alteration of fire regimes 
 
•  Reverse salmon recovery efforts 
 
•  Fewer recreational opportunities 
 
•  Loss in agricultural productivity 
 
•  Reduced ability to export goods 
 
•  Reduced property values 
 
•  Disease in domesticated livestock populations 
 

The causes of species extinction are, in order of 
magnitude of impact on biodiversity . . . 
Habitat destruction, Invasive species, Pollution, 
human over-Population . . .  

~ Edward O. Wilson 

 
 

The Economic Impact of Invasive Species in the United States – Regional Case Studies 

“Nonindigenous invasive species may pose the single most formidable threat of natural disaster of the 21st century. 
The threat of invasive species is perhaps our most urgent economic and conservation challenge.” 

~ Joint NASA / U.S. Geological Survey invasive species project 
 

Invasive species are forever altering the natural 
areas that make our country so unique. Invasive species 
outcompete native plants and animals, devastating 
industries, communities, and native cultures that rely on 
the country’s natural resources. They also degrade 
waterways, harming water quality and limiting recreational 
opportunities. 
 The estimated damage from invasive species 
worldwide totals more than $1.4 trillion, or five percent of 
the global economy. The annual U.S. cost from invasives is 
estimated to be $120 billion, with more than 100 million 
acres affected (i.e., about the size of California). A NASA 
report, heralding a novel effort to monitor the progress of 
alien species via satellite, placed the economic cost of 
invasive species in the United States between $100 billion 
and $200 billion.  
   

INVASIVE SPECIES 
IN THE UNITED STATES 

 
§ Invasive species harm our Nation’s environment, human health, and economy, directly and 

indirectly costing the United States over $100 billion per year. 
 

§ Invasive species are the cause of more than 50 percent of native species being classified as either 
endangered or threatened. 
 

§ Invasive species cause harm to our Nation’s native fish and wildlife resources. 
 

§ Zebra and quagga mussels and other aquatic invasive species reduce the quality and quantity of 
recreational opportunities, clog water delivery systems, and damage essential infrastructure. 
 

§ Public awareness and coordinated action among local, state, federal, and tribal governments as 
well as private entities and stakeholders is essential to invasive species prevention and control 
efforts. 
 

§ Our Nation needs to increase awareness and foster coordinated action to address invasive 
species issues, and to examine laws, policies, and creative and efficient approaches to prevent 
the spread and introduction of invasive species because: 
 

o Preventing and controlling invasive species supports our Nation’s economic well-being 
and productivity. 

o Invasive species pose a persistent threat to our native fish and wildlife resources. 

o A coordinated approach to advance efficient and cost-effective regulatory, outreach, and 
management approaches will lessen the economic impact of invasive species. 

 








