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Forest Pest Outreach and Survey Project FY2011 

 

 

Cooperator: Maine Department of Agriculture Conservation and Forestry, Division of 
Animal and Plant Health 

State: Maine 

Project: Forest Pest Outreach and Survey Project (FPOSP) FY2011 

Project Coordinator: Karen Coluzzi 

Agreement Number: 11-8223-0662-CA 

Reporting Period:  Final (September 20, 2011 – January 31, 2013) 

 

 

1.  Approach 

 

a. Describe specific activities and accomplishments... 

The FY11 FPOSP Project in Maine focused its outreach on K-12 education.  Two formal train-the-
trainer workshops were conducted (5-hour trainings), two survey trainings were conducted (5-hour 
trainings), three refresher trainings were conducted (3-hours), and three K-12 survey trainings were 
held.  This resulted in about 294 new volunteers.  Approximately 100 outreach events were recorded, 
with an estimated 72,000 people reached. 

We requested an extension for this project so that we could accomplish the goal of producing a mini-
documentary on invasive forest pests.  
 
1

st
 Quarter Highlights:  

 Lorraine presented a workshop on invasive forest pests at the Maine School Teachers 
Association Annual Conference, which resulted in a number of requests to work in and out of 
schools with children. 

 China School Forest Day; Lorraine presented to 140 students of the China primary and 
middle schools about invasive forest pests, which led to the development of a children’s book 
about the Asian longhorned beetle by the China Middle School’s 5

th
 grade class.  The FPOSP 

grant purchased 200 copies that have been distributed to various libraries, and used as raffle 
items at events.  The book can be seen and purchased here… http://www.amazon.com/Look-
out-Maine-here-come/dp/1469980959 

 The Maine Bug Watch facebook page was created (now has over 100 “friends”). 

 The Emerald Ash Borer Resource page was created and is hosted on the Department’s, 
Division of Animal and Plant Health’s website; www.maine.gov/eab 
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nd

 Quarter Highlights:  

 NISAW week.  We coordinated a number of events during National Invasive Species 
Awareness Week to help promote invasive forest pest awareness in the state.  See 2

nd
 

quarter report for details. 

 University of Scouting.  Lorraine and three of our volunteers staffed an outreach booth at the 
statewide Boyscout University event.  Connections were made with some troop leaders who 
would like to include invasive forest pest training with the insect merit badge requirements. 

 Forest Products Information Mailing.  FPOSP helped the Wood Fiber Manager for Irving 
Woodlands put together information packets on invasive forest pests that included ALB, EAB, 

http://www.amazon.com/Look-out-Maine-here-come/dp/1469980959
http://www.amazon.com/Look-out-Maine-here-come/dp/1469980959
http://www.maine.gov/eab
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HWA, brown spruce longhorned beetle, sirex woodwasp, and firewood, and sent them to his 
purchase wood suppliers in Northern Maine. 

 

3
rd

 Quarter Highlights: 
 

 LOTS of events centered on K-12 outreach.  See 3
rd

 quarter report for details. 

 Ferry Beach State Park Survey and Training with homeschool families.  Data entered in 
Beetle Detectives. 

 Lorraine’s involvement with the University of Maine’s Center on Aging, Senior Volunteer 
Program (ENCorps) has led to numerous speaking engagements and additional FPOSP 
volunteers, as well as a feature photo on their website banner.  She was invited to attend the 
Community Experience Project's NE Conference hosted by UMaine's ENcorp program, and 
was one of three senior volunteers asked to present their projects to conference participants 
who came from all over the country.  Lorraine’s feedback: “FPOSP received the most 
questions and interest…several people are very interested in Maine's approach to engaging 
residents and visitors in the problem presented by the invasive insects…  She was also 
interviewed and filmed by former CNN correspondent James Hattori, to be part of a 
documentary that highlights the goals and accomplishments of nine CEP projects across the 
country. 

 An article about ALB, EAB, and HWA was included in the Sebago Lake Watershed 
Newsletter, which reaches over 2000 people. 

 Always worth mentioning over and over again:  FPOSP Volunteer and Saco River 
Recreational Council Education Specialist, Michelle Broyer, spends countless hours during 
the summer at a popular boat launch near the Maine-New Hampshire border (Swans Falls 
Campground in Fryeburg), making sure visitors are in compliance with the out-of-state 
firewood ban.  She talks to an average of 70 people a day, and has confiscated numerous 
loads of out-of-state firewood.  Approximately 90% of visitors are from Massachusetts.  She 
has also persuaded a local firewood dealer to label his firewood so that it can be allowed in 
the campground. 

 

4
th
 Quarter Highlights: 

 

 We continued to focus our outreach efforts to kids by participating in a number of summer 
camp programs and educational fairs.  We maintained outreach booths at five large 
Agricultural Fairs, with the majority of staffing provided by our trained volunteers.  Numerous 
presentations were given by MDA staff as well as trained volunteers; one by an 11 year old 
boy at the Topsham Fair.  We provided three appreciation/re-training events, which helped to 
reinvigorate the volunteer base.  A new nature center opened up at Ferry Beach State Park, 
which contains FPOSP outreach materials and displays.  We also emphasized the firewood 
message, and provided support to those who encounter out-of-state firewood.  See 4

th
 

quarter report for details. 

 Lorraine spoke with Island Institute fellows to help disseminate the FPOSP message to the 
many island communities in Maine. 

 Lorraine and FPOSP outreach coordinators of MA, NH, and VT met in Portsmouth, NH to 
share ideas and develop a support system for conducting FPOSP outreach in the new grant 
year. 

 

5th Quarter Highlights: 
 

 We sent out a request for proposals in July 2012 to have a video produced about Asian 
longhorned beetle, emerald ash borer and hemlock woolly adelgid, and what the impacts 
would mean to Maine.  Two film makers responded to the RFP and a contract was eventually 
finalized in September.  A request to the SPHD to extend the time on the grant to complete 
this project was approved, and the film maker was able to begin work in October.  The video 
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was completed by the end of the grant period, January 31, 2013.  It has been available for 
viewing on various websites and YouTube, and copies have been made and distributed at 
FY12 FPOSP events and trainings.  The video can be viewed here; www.maine.gov/alb, and 
dvds are available upon request. 

 

b. Data to be collected and maintained (and reported!) 

 

 If formal surveys are conducted, data will include (but not be limited to) GPS 

information on high risk site location, numbers and species of host trees 

inspected, and inspection results.   

 
Bradbury Mountain State Park 2/28/2012    

Survey for ALB, EAB, HWA    

lat long host trees # inspected # positive % postive 

43.89937 -70.17886 maple 120 0 0 

    birch 30 0 0 

    poplar 21 0 0 

    ash 55 0 0 

    hemlock 76 0 0 

 
Ferry Beach State Park 4/11/2012    

Survey for ALB, EAB, HWA    

lat long host trees # inspected # positive % positive 

43.47081 -70.38885 maple 221 0 0 

    ash (none in park) 0 0 0 

    hemlock 390 17 4.36 

 

 For Train the Trainer sessions include list of the dates, locations, organizations (if 

applicable) and the number of people trained.  Maine Department of Agriculture 

and FPOSP organized and conducted all events. 

 
Date Location Organization 1 Organization 2 Organization 3 Organization 4 # trained 

12/1/2011 Harrington 
Narraguagus 
High School 

USDA APHIS 
PPQ 

Maine Forest 
Service 

FPOSP 
Volunteer 

70 

5/4/2012 Gorham 
Gorham Middle 
School 

   75 

5/29/2012 Lincolnville 
Lincolnville 
Central School 

   70 

6/6/2012 
North 
Yarmouth 

Royal River 
Conservation 
Trust 

Coastal Maine 
Botanical 
Gardens 

Kennebec 
Estuary Land 
Trust 

Americorps 18 

7/25/2012 Pownal 
Maine 
Conservation 
Corps 

Pownal Public 
Works 

Bureau of Parks 
and Lands 

Portland Trails 17 

 
9/6/2012 

Freeport 
Bureau of Parks 
and Lands 

FPOSP 
Volunteers 

  7 

9/15/2012 
 

Fryeburg 
Saco River 
Recreational 
Council 

FPOSP 
Volunteers 

  12 

9/26/2012 
 

Ellsworth 
Birdsacre 
Sanctuary 

FPOSP 
Volunteers 

  15 

 

http://www.maine.gov/alb
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 A list of outreach activities, who staffed or otherwise ran each event (i.e., 

cooperator staff, trained volunteers, contracted staff, etc) and a realistic number of 

targeted participants for each event.  These should be maintained for all the 

outreach activities. See quarterly reports. 

 

 Describe progress you made in developing and using an electronic list of citizen 

volunteers. 

 
A database of all trained volunteers from 2009 to the present was created in 2009 and is 
updated frequently.  Also included are names and contacts of people that have expressed 
interest in receiving information and updates.  Currently, there are 180 names on the list (did 
not include anyone under age 18).  The FPOSP volunteer coordinator, Lorraine Taft, sends 
bimonthly emails of program updates, upcoming events, solicitation of feedback, words of 
encouragement, etc. to all the contacts in the database.  

 

 

2.  Quantitative Reporting 

 

Number of volunteers added to program each month:  (Start with your number from last year and fill in for 

each month) 

# FY10 Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan  Feb Mar Apr May Jun  Jul Aug Sep Total 

103 0 0 0 70 0 4 0 40 145 18 17 0 0 294 

 

Number of outreach events for each month.   First row is # outreach events; second row is # 

people reached via these events. 

Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan  Feb Mar Apr May Jun  Jul Aug Sep Total 

9 10 1 2 1 8 9 6 13 10 12 5 12 98 

4455 5112 20 240 5000 6980 2917 5180 14062 3498 5872 5297 13956 72,589 

 

 

This report is approved by: 

 

 

Approved:  _________________4/30/2013_    Approved:  ____________________________ 

  ROAR   Date      ADODR  Date 
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Forest Pest Outreach and Survey Project FY2011 - 3rd Quarter Report 

Cooperator: Maine Department of Agriculture, Division of Animal and Plant Health 

State: Maine 

Project: Forest Pest Outreach and Survey Project (FPOSP) FY2011 

Project Coordinator: Karen Coluzzi

Agreement Number: 11-8223-0662-CA

Reporting Period:  3rd Quarter Report: April 1, 2012 – June 30, 2012 

1. Approach

a. Describe specific activities and accomplishments...

We continued to focus our outreach efforts on kids, participating in a number of camp programs and 
educational fairs.  We provided one FPOSP train-the-trainer, and two FPOSP student trainings.  The 
student trainings focused primarily on survey techniques for ALB, EAB, and HWA, but also showed 
students how to conduct outreach.  We also emphasized the firewood message, and provided 
support to those who encounter out-of-state firewood. 

K-12 Activity Highlights:  
• Student FPOSP Training:

- Gorham Middle School; Seventy 7th grade students and teachers learned about ALB, EAB, 
and HWA.  Feedback from teacher Angela Godsparek: “Wanted to let you know I am 
sending an ambassador to talk with the 3rd graders at one and possibly 2 of our 
elementary schools.  My son requested tattoos and information to share with his class next 
Thursday during his share time. I am giving him cards, tattoos, info sheets and pencils to 
take into his class.  He already knows a bit about the ALB, but we will review before he 
goes.  We are also having a community service day next Friday at one of the other 
elementary schools.  I am taking some kids over to do some activities with the third 
graders.”. 

- Lincolnville Central School; Sixty-three 6-8th grade students and five science teachers 
participated in the training for ALB, EAB, and HWA. 

• FPOSP Volunteer and City of South Portland Arborist, Mary Lou Fathke did a number of
invasive forest pest presentations to students during Arbor Week.

• Lorraine began ongoing involvement with a summer camp program in Albion to teach camp-
goers about ALB, EAB, and HWA, and how to look for them.

• Lorraine tabled the Thomaston Children’s Festival, which drew over 300 people.  Her FPOSP
booth attracted a lot of kids (games and insects), as well as concerned citizens expressing
experiences with out-of-state firewood.

• Boyscouts.  Lorraine taught about invasive forest pests to a group of boyscouts and their
leaders as part of their insect merit badge requirements.

• Karen participated in a Conservation Fair to educate middle-school kids (80) from various
schools about invasive species and ALB, EAB, HWA.

• Ferry Beach State Park.  MDA staff organized a training and survey of the park for
homeschooled families.  Approximately 40 people came out to learn how to survey for ALB,
EAB, and HWA.  Maine Forest Service and Parks and Land personnel assisted with the
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training.  Data below.  Data also entered into Beetle Detectives.  A twelve-year-old boy was 
so influenced that he surveys trees almost everyday, and is setting up displays and making 
presentations at various fairs. 

Other Outreach Highlights:  
• An article about ALB, EAB, and HWA was included in the Sebago Lake Watershed 

Newsletter, which reaches over 2000 people.  (attached). 

• FPOSP Volunteer and Saco River Recreational Council Education Specialist, Michelle 
Broyer, spends countless hours during the summer at a popular boat launch near the Maine-
New Hampshire border (Swans Falls Campground in Fryeburg), making sure visitors are in 
compliance with the out-of-state firewood ban.  She talks to an average of 70 people a day, 
and has confiscated numerous loads of out-of-state firewood.  Approximately 90% of visitors 
are from Massachusetts.  She has also persuaded a local firewood dealer to label his 
firewood so that it can be allowed in the campground. 

• Development of new small poster and survey cheat sheets (attached) . 

• Lorraine’s involvement with the University of Maine’s Center on Aging, Senior Volunteer 
Program (ENCorps) has led to numerous speaking engagements and additional FPOSP 
volunteers, as well as a feature photo on their website banner (attached).  She was invited to 
attend the Community Experience Project's NE Conference hosted by UMaine's ENcorp 
program, and was one of three senior volunteers asked to present their projects to 
conference participants who came from all over the country.  Lorraine’s feedback: “FPOSP 
received the most questions and interest. The panel presentation was from 11:00 to 12:15, 
and then 3 of us set up displays for our projects and were asked to be available to talk with 
the  participants in detail during the reception, from 5:30 to 7:30. …several people are very 
interested in Maine's approach to engaging residents and visitors in the problem presented 
by the invasive insects. I gave out our website as a beginning for them to start conversations 
about how they can do a similar program for their communities.”  She was also interviewed 
and filmed by former CNN correspondent James Hattori, to be part of a documentary that 
highlights the goals and accomplishments of nine CEP projects across the country. 

 
b. Data to be collected and maintained (and reported!) 

 
• If formal surveys are conducted, data will include (but not be limited 

to) GPS information on high risk site location, numbers and species of host trees 
inspected, and inspection results.   

 
Ferry Beach State Park 4/11/2012    
Survey for ALB, EAB, HWA    
lat long host trees # inspected # positive % positive 
43.47081 -70.38885 maple 221 0 0

    ash (none in park) 0 0 0
    hemlock 390 17 4.36

 
• For Train the Trainer sessions include list of the dates, locations, 

organizations (if applicable) and the number of people trained. 
 

Date Location Organization 1 Organization 2 Organization 3 Organization 4 # trained

5/4/2012 Gorham Gorham Middle 
School    75 

5/29/2012 Lincolnville Lincolnville 
Central School    70 

6/6/2012 North 
Yarmouth 

Royal River 
Conservation 
Trust 

Coastal Maine 
Botanical 
Gardens 

Kennebec 
Estuary Land 
Trust 

Americorps 18 
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• A list of outreach activities, who staffed or otherwise ran each event 
(i.e., cooperator staff, trained volunteers, contracted staff, etc) and a realistic 
number of targeted participants for each event.  These should be maintained for 
all the outreach activities. 

 
Attached. 
 
• Describe progress you made in developing and using an electronic list 

of citizen volunteers. 
 

A database of all trained volunteers from 2009 to the present was created in 2009 and is 
updated frequently.  Also included are names and contacts of people that have expressed 
interest in receiving information and updates.  Currently, there are 180 names on the list.  
The FPOSP volunteer coordinator, Lorraine Taft, sends bimonthly emails of program 
updates, upcoming events, solicitation of feedback, words of encouragement, etc. to all the 
contacts in the database.  

 
 
 
2.  Quantitative Reporting 
 
Number of volunteers added to program each month:  (Start with your number from last year and fill in for 
each month) 
# FY10 if 
applicable 

Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan  Feb Mar Apr May Jun  Jul Aug Total

103 0 0 0 70 0 4 0 40 145 18    
 
Number of outreach events for each month.   First row is # outreach events; second row is # 
people reached via these events. 
Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan  Feb Mar Apr May Jun  Jul Aug Total
9 10 1 2 1 8 9 6 13 10    
4455 5112 20 240 5000 6980 2917 5180 14062 3498    
 
 
This report is approved by: 
 
 
 
 
Approved:    ________________________7/30/2012_ 
  ROAR    Date 
 
 
 
 
Approved:  ___________________________________ 
  ADODR   Date 
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List of Outreach Activities: 
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Article in Sebago Lake Watershed News: 
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New poster (8 ½ x 11”): 
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Cheat sheets for surveyors: 
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ENCorp Website: www.encoreleaders.org 
 
 

 

Lorraine 


