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Emerald ash borer finds 
in southern Maine as of 

Dec 2019



Biosurveillance



Cerceris fumipennis
-Native wasp

-Solitary ground-nester 
(in colonies) often in 

baseball diamonds

-Non-stinging

-Provisions its nest with 
adult buprestids (metallic 
wood-boring beetles)

-Is capable of finding EAB  
at low levels

BIOSURVEILLANCE

Family: Crabronidae
(hunting wasps)



Biosurveillance:
Cerceris colonies 

in southern Maine





Trapping

New Brunswick

British Columbia
British Columbia

Colorado

Not available

http://www.agbio-inc.com/


Girdled Trap Trees

Cons:
- Wait 6 months for results
- Destructive 
- Labour intensive

Pros:
- Quite sensitive
- Some ash will need to be cut anyway
- Good outreach/education



Branch Sampling Branch Sampling Guidelines for Emerald Ash 
Borer – 74% probability of detection

- choose open-grown, semi-mature-mature ash 
trees, or edge trees
- tree does not need to have any EAB symptoms
- roughly 8-20 inch DBH (needs to have branches 
you can reach)
- cut 2 branches from mid-crown
- choose healthy branches (not dead or dying)
- cut branches from south side of tree (or 
sunniest side if edge trees)
- branches should be minimum 2-3 inches in 
diameter, peel basal 20 inches of branch



Early in an infestation, woodpeckers 
can cause over 90% mortality of EAB (in 
individual trees), 30-50% overall

Woodpecker flecking – “blonding”
a good way to monitor in winter
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