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1. Background to the Central Penobscot Region Proposed Plan Amendment 
and Summary of the Review Process  

 
Background: The Central Penobscot Region (CPR) Management Plan adopted in May of 2014 
guides the management of public lands at Nahmakanta and several other large and smaller lots in 
Piscataquis and Penobscot Counties.  In July of this year, the Bureau informed the CPR Advisory 
Committee (AC) of a proposed salvage/presalvage harvest of trees along the north shore of 
Wadleigh Pond within the Nahmakanta Unit, in an area extending east from the outlet to the 
northeast corner of the pond.  The objective of the harvest was to remove fir experiencing 
substantial mortality and being blown down, along with some beech and white birch that are in 
decline as well.  The proposed harvest would occur on a maximum of 18 acres inside the 330 
foot zone currently allocated to Special Protection.  The harvest would benefit the overall health 
of the forest, facilitate the movement of wildlife through the riparian zone, and improve aesthetic 
values.  A limited number of hazard trees would also be removed adjacent to the camp lease in 
this vicinity to protect the camp structures from further damage.   
 
Because the current Special Protection allocation in this area would prohibit timber harvests, the 
Bureau sought input on a proposed change in the allocation of the 330 foot Special Protection 
zone to retain a 75-foot Special Protection area adjacent to the designated ponds and allocate the 
remainder of the 330-foot Special Protection allocation to Wildlife. The proposed timber harvest 
would not include any area within the 75-foot Special Protection area.  While comments from the 
AC were generally in support of the proposed harvest and the associated revision of resource 
allocations, there were several requests for additional discussion of the proposal.  (See Appendix 
B for email comments from AC members.)  A September 11, 2015 field visit at the proposed 
harvest site, attended by about a dozen Bureau Staff, AC members and others, provided the 
opportunity for that discussion. 
 
The Plan designated a 330 foot Special Protection dominant use allocation as a buffer around 
Wadleigh Pond and the connected First and Second Musquash Ponds due to the presence of the 
Pygmy water lily, an endangered plant.  (Absent this plant, the 330 foot riparian buffer area 
would be allocated to Wildlife, as are the riparian zones around the other great ponds and major 
flowing water bodies on the Unit.)  In retrospect, we found no scientific justification for the 330-
foot Special Protection Allocation.  After additional consideration, the Bureau has concluded that 
designation of the 330 foot Special Protection buffer was not justified in this instance; the buffer 
should have been designated as 75 feet.  MNAP and MDIF&W concur this is a more appropriate 
buffer width and will provide the desired protection for the Pygmy water lily.   
 
Proposed Amendment and Impacts on Management:  The proposed amendment reduces this 
Special Protection allocation to 75 feet.  As previously stated, the riparian buffer area from 75 
feet to 330 feet from the pond shorelines would then be designated Wildlife dominant.  The 
proposed change in the allocation of the 330-foot area around Wadleigh Pond and the connected 
First and Second Musquash Ponds will allow the proposed harvest to proceed and will adjust the 
allocations to more appropriately reflect the resources.  Due to the Wildlife dominant allocation, 
and the added consideration of Visual Protection and secondary Remote Recreation allocation, 
the Wildlife Dominant buffer area will only ever be lightly harvested, which will retain the 
character of the area.   
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The following page presents the Draft Plan Amendment revising the resource use allocations 
within the Nahmakanta Unit as described above, followed by maps depicting the current and 
proposed revision of the dominant resource use allocations surrounding the ponds.  
 
Public Meeting:  A public meeting was held in Milo on December 16, 2015 to allow the Bureau 
to hear public comments on the proposed Plan amendment.  Advisory Committee members were 
informed of the time and place of the meeting in advance, via email.  Two AC members and a 
member of the public attended.  The three attendees gave verbal comments in support of the Plan 
amendment.  Meeting notes are provided in Appendix C.  The meeting was followed by a two-
week period during which written comments could be submitted; no comments were received. 
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Maine Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry 

Bureau of Parks and Lands 

Central Penobscot Region Management Plan – Plan Amendment 

 

The Bureau proposes the following amendment to the 2014 Central Penobscot Region 
Management Plan to revise the dominant and secondary resource use allocations surrounding 
Wadleigh Pond, First Musquash Pond and Second Musquash Pond within the Nahmakanta Unit. 

Proposed Revised Resource Use Allocation within the Nahmakanta Unit (page 80 of Plan): 

(changes are in bold and strikethrough; the remaining portions of the allocations not shown are 
unchanged): 

Special Protection Dominant  
 
Amend the 5th bulleted paragraph as follows: 
• A 330 75 foot riparian buffer area around First and Second Musquash Ponds and Wadleigh 

Pond where populations of the Pygmy water lily, listed on Maine’s Endangered and 
Threatened Plant list, reside.  This area is also designated remote recreation as a secondary 
allocation.  

 
Wildlife Dominant 
 
Amend the 1st bulleted paragraph as follows: 
• Riparian buffers of 330 feet around all great ponds and along major flowing waterbodies, and 

around the Deadwater Brook Deadwater, Farrar Brook, and Musquash Stream, excepting the 
area within 75 feet of shore around First and Second Musquash Ponds and Wadleigh 
Pond, where a Special Protection allocation has been applied. 
 

Amend the last paragraph as follows: 
Remote Recreation is applied as a secondary allocation to the 330 foot riparian buffers.  
A secondary Timber Management allocation is also designated for the deer wintering areas 
and riparian buffers subject to wildlife, recreation, and visual concerns. 
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Detail of Dominant Use Allocations map
provided on page 83 of 2014 CPR Plan.





APPENDIX A 

CENTRAL PENOBSCOT REGION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

First Name Last Name Organization 
NAHMAKANTA ADVISORY COMMITTEE  
Don and Angel Hibbs Nahmakanta Lake Wilderness Camps 
Bill  Geller Private Citizen 
Greg Shute Chewonki Foundation 
Bill  Patterson The Nature Conservancy 
Al Cowperthwaite North Maine Woods 
Fred Candeloro Kokadjo Roach Riders 
Ken Snowdon Moosehead ATV Riders 
Darryl  Day NMW Jo Mary Checkpoint and Guide 
Cathy Johnson Natural Resources Council of Maine 
Eliza Donoghue Natural Resources Council of Maine 
Lester Kenway MATC 
Wendy Janssen National Park Service--Appalachian Trail 
Tim Obrey MDIFW 
Brian Wentzell AMC 
Steve Tatko AMC  
Rich Smith Pleasant River Lumber 
Brett Gerrish Prentiss and Carlisle 
Janet Sawyer Piscataquis Co. Econ.  Dev. Council 
Dirk Dewley TNC alternate 
Christy Hofbaeur-Meyers Black Pond Campowners 
Jack Hofbaeur  Black Pond Campowners 
Claire Polfus Appalachian Trail Conservancy 
Bruce Grant MATC  
Ron  Dobra MATC 
SEBOEIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE  
Michael  Washburn KI Riders 
Gordon (Nills) Kramer MDIFW 
Mark Leathers Elliotsville Plantation C/O Sewell 
Jensen Bissell Baxter State Park 
Wayne Dillon Maine Guide 
Marcia  McKeague Katahdin Forest Management 
Eugene Conlogue Town of Millinocket 
Paul Sannicandro Northern Timber Cruisers 
David Moore Northern Timber Cruisers 
Don Hudson IAT and Maine Woods Forever 
David Dow Prentiss and Carlisle 
Fred Michaud Maine DOT 
Gene  Shields Cole's Moosehorn Cabins 
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APPENDIX C 
 

Bureau of Parks and Lands 
Central Penobscot Region Management Plan 
Proposed Plan Amendment – Public Meeting 

December 16, 2015     6:00 – 7:00 PM 
Milo Town Hall 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
The Public Meeting was attended by 3 people.  (Two of the attendees were Advisory Committee 
members who had participated in the Amendment Review and so had received previous 
correspondence from BPL regarding the proposed Plan amendment that was the focus of the 
meeting.) 
 
Additionally, the following DACF/BPL staff members were present: Chuck Simpson, Eastern 
Region Lands Manager; Jim Vogel, Senior Planner; Doug Denico, Maine Forest Service 
Director.    
 
Welcome/Introduction 
Jim Vogel welcomed the attendees (no introductions were necessary), provided a brief review of 
the issue and review process for the proposed plan amendment (the AC attendees had also 
attended the prior field visit in September), and outlined the purpose of the public meeting.  A 
copy of the proposed Plan amendment, and current and revised resource allocation maps for the 
affected area were provided. 
 
Discussion 
The discussion mainly focused on potential harvesting in other parts of the shoreline buffer area 
affected by the revised allocation proposed in the Plan amendment, outside of the limited area 
targeted at the present time.  Chuck described potential harvests in other areas and highlighted 
remaining physical, policy and allocation constraints on additional harvests in the pond buffer 
areas.  Jim reiterated the BPL justifications for the revised resource allocation and the lack of 
justification for the 330 foot Special Protection allocation as contained in the 2014 Plan.  After 
the discussion, attendees were encouraged to comment on the proposed Plan Amendment. 
 
Public Comments/Questions 
• All of the attendees voiced support for the Plan amendment.  
 
Next Steps/Concluding Comments 
• Jim reminded attendees of the opportunity to provide written comments over the next two 

weeks, and that an email and mailing address to submit comments are provided on the 
bottom of the meeting agenda.  The meeting was concluded with a thank you to all who 
attended. 
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