


Guidance language for considerations of climate change in comprehensive plans
The State Planning Office has been exploring how to incorporate climate change into the comprehensive plan framework. It is our hope that providing this guidance language will both streamline comprehensive planning for climate change, as well as provide the Office with insight to how communities choose to address climate change.

Feel free to use this guidance language as either a stand-alone section to your comprehensive plan, or to insert select pieces into the appropriate topic areas.
B.  Analyses and Key Issues

Use Conditions and Trends data in Section 14(C) to answer the following questions:

(1) How does the current delivery of municipal services contribute to greenhouse gas emissions? 

(2) Are current floodplain maps accurate and up to date? If not, how could the community consider a buffer around floodplains to accommodate for greater flooding?

(3) Does the community have sufficient stormwater management infrastructure? What is the ability to accommodate anticipated increased frequency and intensity of precipitation events?

(4) How does the community consider and build preparedness for climate change impacts when updating land use plans, as well as municipal capital improvements, economic development plans, stormwater management standards and floodplain regulations?

For coastal communities:

(5) What are the barriers to landward migration of coastal marshes, beaches, and other intertidal natural communities? 

C.
Conditions and Trends

(1) Most recent analysis of likely foreseeable climate change effects on the state of Maine prepared by the University of Maine Climate Change Institute: Maine’s Climate Future: An Initial Assessment. 

(2) Assessment 
of the community’s risk and vulnerability to climate change based on local knowledge of both historical and developing hazards and challenges.
D.   Policies

(1) To reduce greenhouse gas emissions resulting from the delivery of municipal services. 

(2) To reduce the impacts of climate change effects on the community’s economic development and quality of life.

(3) To discourage growth and new development in areas where, because of coastal storms, flooding, changes in precipitation, landslides or sea level rise, it is hazardous to human health and safety.  

E.  Strategies
(1) The municipality collaborates with surrounding municipalities to strengthen comprehensive climate change adaptation and mitigation planning. 
Education/Outreach:

(2) Identify opportunities to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in the community.

(3) Inform residents about ways to save money by reducing energy consumption.




Capital Investments:
(4) Evaluate municipal stormwater management infrastructure for ability to meet or exceed anticipated needs.

Land Use Regulations:

(5) Promote development outside of floodplains, and encourage 2’+ freeboard.
 
(6) Update and effectively implement building codes, shoreland and floodplain zoning provisions to ensure that municipal facilities are designed and sited to reduce the impacts of flooding and retain normal mobility of emergency and community services during extreme weather events. 

For coastal communities:
(7) Reduce future development and subsequent costs in damages in areas vulnerable to sea level rise or other coastal hazards. 
(8) Require that physical public access to coastal resources is sited, designed and managed to avoid significant adverse impacts from sea level rise or other coastal hazards.

(9) Limit public expenditures within undeveloped coastal barrier systems to acquisition for purposes of conservation, public safety, education, restoration and removal of exotic vegetation, recreational use, and/or research facilities.

(10) Promote conservation of low-lying, undeveloped uplands where coastal marshes, beaches, and other intertidal natural communities can migrate inland with sea level rise.
�i.e. what are the sources of greenhouse gas emissions such as tailpipe emissions from municipally owned and operated vehicles, streetlights, energy use in municipal buildings, waste collection and disposal, etc.


�This resource provides insight to what the impacts will be on recreation, forest resources, transportation, water resources, etc.


�See ICLEI’s “Guidebook for Local, Regional, and State Governments,” Chapter 4: scope the Cliamte change Impacts to Your Major Sectors, as well as Chapter 8: Conduct a Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment.


�For example, implement anti-idling regulations for vehicles in municipal fleet, rerouting school buses to decrease vehicle miles traveled (VMT). 





Furthermore, identify opportunities in public facilities and infrastructure to save money by producing renewable energy, increasing energy efficiency or reducing energy use (e.g., harvesting landfill methane gas, wind and solar, replace traditional street lights with LED lights, integrate Energy Star heating/cooling appliances)


�Such as connecting residents with local, regional, state, or national energy programs.


�i.e., designate floodplains as identified by Federal Emergency Management Agency as resource protection areas within shoreland zoning ordinances.





