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BLACKLOCUST

Robinia pseudoacacia

Status in Maine: widespread

Description: Medium to tall (40-100'), fast growing,
deciduous tree, native to several southeastern and a few
midwestern states. Bark of young trees is smooth green but
becomes deeply furrowed and dark brown with age. Large
spines grow in pairs on trunks and branches, especially on
suckering stems. Wood is dense and prized for its durability.
Leaves: Alternate, 8-12" long, pinnately compound with oval
leaflets up to 1" wide and 2" long. Blue-green, with lighter
undersides. Flowers/seeds: Typical pea flower in shape,
white (rarely pink) with a yellow smudge in the center, ~1"
wide, and fragrant; in loose, 8" long racemes that hang in
large numbers from branches. Late flowering tree in Maine
(mid-June). Fruits are pods, 2-4" long and %" wide, each
containing 4-8 seeds. Dried pods often remain on tree
through winter.

Native range: Southeastern U.S., Pennsylvania to Georgia,
west to Missouri (Appalachia; Ozark Plateau). How it spread:
Planted for its durable lumber; also as an ornamental and
for soil stabilization.

Reproduction: By seed and by suckers. Flowers require
pollinators. Fragrance and nectar make for high rates of
visitation. Seed bank longevity is likely high. Suckering can
establish large clones.

Habitat: Prefers sun and well-drained soils. Common in
disturbed sites and forest edges as well as roadsides, logging
roads, hedgerows, and gravel pits. Its association with
nitrogen fixing bacteria allow it to invade open canopy plant
communities associated with sandy, nutrient poor soils.
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Similar native species: None.

Similar non-native species: Honey locust (Gleditsia
triacanthos) has bipinnately compound leaves and dense
clusters of large, multi-pronged thorns on its branches and
trunk. Siberian pea-shrub (Caragana arborescens) is much
smaller with yellow flowers and no thorns.

Control methods: Seedlings can be hand pulled; saplings
can be pulled with a weed lever or cut, but re-sprouting
will occur so follow-up will be necessary. Larger trees

can be cut, but will also re-sprout unless the cut stump is
immediately treated with concentrated herbicide (triclopyr
or glyphosate). However, this is not effective in early
spring due to sap rising. Repeated follow-up cutting can
control re-sprouting from cut stumps, but persistence is
required, sometimes for many years. Foliar spray can also
be effective for seedlings, short saplings, or re-sprouts
(glyphosate or triclopyr), as long as you can reach the

top of the plant. For stems up to about 4-6" diameter,
basal bark treatment can be effective (spray lower 18-24"
of trunk with triclopyr in penetrating oil). In urban or
suburban areas where trees provide valuable shade, a
phase-out approach with re-planting of native trees may
be advisable.
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