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REED CANARY GRASS

molecular techniques, however the invasive strain grows
aggressively in areas with a history of human disturbance,
forming large stands. Canada bluejoint (Calamagrostis
canadensis) is similar and often grows in dense stands in
wetland habitats. It has narrower inflorescences, leaves,
and stems than reed canary grass.

Similar non-native species: Orchard grass (Dactylis
glomerata) has narrower leaves (¥%-%" wide) and grows in
tufts or small clusters as opposed to the spreading habit of
reed canary grass.

Control methods: Hand pulling or digging is only
practical for small patches. For larger infestations, mowing,
if possible, can reduce or eliminate seed production and
perhaps lower density over time. Prolonged flooding

can kill reed canary grass, but may also kill desirable
vegetation if present. Fire can be successfully used to
remove the dense reed canary grass litter/thatch build-
up. Litter build-up can prevent native species from
establishing in areas previously dominated by reed

canary grass, so even if treatments to kill the grass are
successful, additional work may be needed to achieve

a desired condition. Aquatic formulations of glyphosate
are somewhat effective, but follow-up will be required,
including repeat applications in many cases. Special rules
apply to herbicide use in or near wetlands and waterbodies
- see the section in the back of this guide titled "Use of
Herbicides to Control Invasive Plants in or Near Wetlands
and Waterbodies."
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WALL LETTUCE

Mycelis muralis

Status in Maine: localized

Description: Erect herbaceous annual, occasionally
biennial, 2-3' tall. Leaves: Basal and lower stem leaves 2-7"
long with deeply cut lobes, and a base that clasps the stem.
Middle and upper stem leaves decrease in size and have
fewer lobes. Flowers/seeds: Flower heads %" wide, with 5
yellow ray florets (appearing like petals), arranged in a
loose panicle with stalks roughly perpendicular from the
stem. Plants flower in late summer in Maine. Seed is a
small, black-beaked achene tipped with a white collar

of bristles. Stems: Hairless, sometimes purple tinged;

sap milky.

Native range: Europe. How arrived in U.S.: Uncertain;
possibly brought by settlers as a medicinal herb or potherb.

Reproduction: By seed. Self-fertile. Each plant may
produce 500 (in shade) to over 11,000 seeds (full sun). Seed
bank longevity is thought to be limited. Seeds are wind
dispersed, like dandelions.

Habitat: Forests, woods and woodland clearings, rock
outcrops and walls, stream valleys, and springs. Tolerates
shade. Amenable to a wide range of soil conditions.

Similar native species: Other “lettuce” species (Lactuca
spp.). Panicled hawkweed (Hieracium paniculatum) has
unlobed leaves and more yellow florets per flowerhead.
Rattlesnake-roots (Nabalus spp.) have white flowers.
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