
VERY
INVASIVE

shrubs

Description:

evergreen. Leaves:
~

to stem. Flowers/seeds: ~

and are usually a few inches long and cone shaped. Forms 

Roots:

Native range: How arrived 
in U.S.: Ligustrum have 

Reproduction:
hundreds of fruits per year. Fruits persist into winter; birds 
and other wildlife disperse them. Privet does not form 

sprouts and suckering.

Habitat:
edges, open woods, shrub lands, open stream systems, 

and monocultures. 

Similar native species:
(Lonicera canadensis, Diervilla lonicera

PRIVETS

Status in Maine: widespread
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Similar non-native species: Euonymus 
alatus
toothed pointed leaves, and usually has corky wings on 

Lonicera 

leaf axils. 

Control methods:
pulled up by the roots when soil is moist; larger plants 

and sheep will browse it but repeated, heavy damage 


