
SEVERELY
INVASIVE

herbs & grasses

GIANT KNOTWEED
Fallopia sachalinensis

Status in Maine: 

Description:
Leaves:

base. Flowers:
spikes toward the ends of the stems, late summer in Maine. 
Fruit/seeds:
and water dispersal. Stem:
hollow, with swollen nodes where leaves meet the stem. 

Root:

Native range: How arrived in U.S.: 

Reproduction: Mostly by fragments of living stem or 

Habitat: Disturbed sites, roadsides, agricultural areas, 

Similar native species: None in our area. 

Similar non-native species: Japanese knotweed (Fallopia 
japonica

Fallopia x boehemica

also invasive.
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GIANT KNOTWEED
Control methods:
cut or dug repeatedly throughout the growing season, 

Larger patches cannot be controlled manually without 

heavy black landscaping cloth, old carpet, or erosion 

Special rules apply to herbicide 
use in or near wetlands and waterbodies - see the 

cut stems carefully. For large patches, cut or mow when 

growing season, or apply to uncut, mature stems just 


