
 

 

T he Moosehorn National Wildlife Refuge was established in 1937 by Franklin D. Roosevelt , pri-marily to conserve habitat for American woodcock, a migratory waterfowl species that prefers 

upland thickets, young forests and old fields. In 1964, Congress passed the Wilderness Act to allow the 

designation of óWilderness Areasô on public land and in 1970, Congress designated a 2,782 acre portion 

of the Edmunds Division of the Moosehorn National Wildlife Refuge as a óWilderness Areaô. In the Wil-

derness Act of 1964, Wilderness areas are recognized ñan area where the earth and its community of life 

are untrammeled by man, where man himself is a visitor who does not remain.ò In this Heritage Hike, we 

will explore the common forest types of interior Washington County within the Moosehorn Wildlife Ref-

uge, Edmunds division Wilderness Area, and the natural and human processes that have shaped this for-

est. 

Moosehorn National Wildlife Refuge 

Edmunds Division Wilderness Trail - 3.5 miles, one way, easy 
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j Fire origin forest stands - -67.21946, 44.84465 

The after-effects of a 1985 wildfire are evident at the trailhead. 

In Maine, we can typically expect the month of April to be a prolonged mud 

season as snowmelt and heavy rains keep river and stream levels high. Plants 

depend on abundant moisture at this time, as they are shaking off winter dor-

mancy and are preparing to leaf out. In April of 1985, abnormally warm, dry 

conditions in interior Washington County raised red flags. The spruce ï

budworm tree pest had impacted this area only several years before, killing 

most balsam fir trees and many spruce, and leading to considerable buildup 

of woody debris. At the end of the month, an arsonist lit a blaze that ultimate-

ly burned over 1,000 acres of the Edmunds Division of the Wildlife Refuge, 

including about 500 acres of spruceïfir forest within the designated Wilder-

ness Area.  The ecological effects of this fire are still very present at the 
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