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What is iMapInvasives?
• Online, all-invasive spp. mapping tool
• GIS database (AGOL)
• Central repository for invasive species 

data
• Data aggregator
• Network of partners

• Owned, developed, and 
maintained by NatureServe



iMap data are required
To make maps, GIS data needed
Need uniform GIS data to report on grant
Public data helps everyone understand species distributions
Required data:
1. Invasive plant Presences: points, polygons, and/or 

buffered lines
2. Searched area (to show Surveyed Acres)

*Data must be tagged to the Project “MFS Invasive 
Plant Management Program”*



iMap data confirmation (QAQC)

Photos required for 
species ID.

Until…..



iMap website housekeeping
Selecting a browser 
 Chrome = best
 Mozilla Firefox = very good
 Edge = good, though limited experience
 Internet Explorer, Safari = bad, do not recommend

Clear the browser cache (daily)!  Then re-launch.
Keep the browser up to date!



Several ways to collect data
1. Basic iMap app 
on phone or 
tablet – point 
data

2.  Datasheet or 
notebook, GPS

3. Print paper 
map, draw on it, 
key it to notebook 
or datasheet



Several ways to collect data
4. From smartphone or 
tablet browser

• Only if you have 
connectivity

• Can see where you are 
(Find me button)

• Create data by drawing 
on screen



Review: App vs browser

Browser: see map, enter all record 
types, manage your account
Browser-based interface for your 
desktop, tablet, or mobile phone, with 
connectivity

Mobile app: collect Point data 
Download to your mobile phone or 
tablet, no connectivity needed to 
collect data; upload later on 
wireless (or through data plan)



iMap App setup

Mobile app: collect Point data 
Requires an iMap account FIRST
Must set your Preferences within the App 
Refresh iMap lists from time to time when prompted



iMap datasheet - points



iMap datasheet – polygons 1



iMap datasheet – polygons 2



iMap Live Demo…
• Navigation tools
• Your Account

• Request Project, Organization membership
• Layers box on right

• Basemaps
• Layers On/Off
• Show Legend

• Simple Create Record workflow; tag record to Project 



iMap Boot Camp - Part 2/Day 2



Making maps from iMap data
1. Screen capture 

from iMap into 
PowerPoint 
template

2. Export Confirmed 
iMap data into 
ArcGIS or other 
mapping software



iMap online help resources
iMap Network help documents
www.imapinvasives.org

New York iMap Resources – recorded 
webinar trainings
www.nyimapinvasives.org

http://www.imapinvasives.org/
https://www.nyimapinvasives.org/training


iMap Live Demo…
• Tools: Filter Records; Identify/Measure; 

Export/Reports
• Multi-Record Searched Area workflow
• Entering Searched Area to show surveyed area
• Entering survey route as ND record
• Simple screenshot maps
• Export data to make maps in some other tool



Other tools to assist data entry 
workflow

• Google Earth
• Avenza Maps



Other tools – Google Earth with gpx waypoints
• Field datasheet information (Picture 1)
• GPS waypoints collected during survey 

downloaded and displayed with Google Earth
• The Final Product in iMapInvasives!



Field 
datasheet/map 
information 



GPS waypoints 
collected during 
survey downloaded 
and displayed with 
Google Earth



Map 1 – All infestations
Accessed 06/15/2020 

imapinvasives.natureserve.org
© 2020 NatureServe

Notes
LeBlanc Property – Fairfield, ME
Approximate areas of infestation shown by green 
present species locations including points and shapes.

The Final Product in iMapInvasives



Other tools – Avenza Maps











Thank  You!
Nancy.Olmstead@maine.gov; 207-287-8046

mailto:Nancy.Olmstead@maine.gov
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