




























10/08/2021 

Dear Benjamin Godsoe, 

I am writing you with regard to my concerns pertaining to the Downeast Wind Farm project currently in 
development for Washington County Maine; Cherryfield, Columbia and nearby unorganized townships. 

As a 1984 Engineering graduate from Maine Maritime Academy, I have been lucky to spend nearly 30 
years of my career in power generation in both operations and management rolls here in Maine. 

I have several concerns with regard to the proposed DEW project. 

• To my knowledge, the Vestas V150 4.2 MW turbines have only been utilized by one wind farm in 
the world which isn’t located in the USA so there is very little documented history that I have 
been able to locate not only for their operational reliability but also their effects on the 
surrounding environment and dwellings in close proximity. 

• As you can see from the below, the proposed class of turbine is designed for low wind speeds. 
That said, you have to ask yourself, is it really necessary to place turbines of this design and size 
in the proposed unorganized townships in Washington county with such limited wind?     

 

• The size, as can be seen from the below, would make them an enormous eye sore to one of the 
last truly undeveloped and pristine areas in Maine. 



 

• Without having seen the project financial proforma, only edited financial statements during the 
public presentations it seems as little strange that the project has failed twice to secure a State 
of Maine renewable energy power purchase agreement. 

• I don’t see DEW as a large employer for Washington county, only ten on site jobs. No support 
was offered at the public meetings for the 84 induced jobs. Wind farms are fairly self-sustaining 
as can be eluded from only needed 10 onsite jobs. These induced jobs are more than likely 
located outside of Maine to support the operation which won’t benefit the Maine economy. 
 
The below “snip” was taken from one of the DEW presentations. 
 
 

 
 

• Generally, when project like this is in construction, the bulk of the contractors and skilled labor 
come from out of state or out of town thus providing no long-term financial gain for the area.  
 

I am not against Maine having a diverse energy portfolio, I just have an issue taking a beautiful area 
which except for during the blueberry harvest you can hear a pin drop anywhere on the barons, has 
views most people can only imagine ever seeing in their life not to mention the deer, bear, turkeys, 
eagles and song birds that have lived in the area before man and upsetting the entire eco system for a 
project that is questionable at best and what’s even worse, I don’t feel is needed or required for 
electrical grid reliability/ stability. 

 

Thank you, 

John Sawyer 
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Godsoe, Benjamin

From: scsmills@myfairpoint.net
Sent: Sunday, October 10, 2021 4:39 PM
To: Godsoe, Benjamin
Cc: scsmills@myfairpoint.net
Subject: Downeast Wind Project 10/13/2021 #1
Attachments: Schoodic Signatures (1).pdf; Schoodic Attachment #1.png

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside of the State of Maine Mail System. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

Dear Mr. Godsoe, 
 
We are writing this email as many of the camp owners on Schoodic Lake.  To date our voice has 
been ignored.  We are hoping you will treat us better; fairly.  We understand DEP has already voted 
on this process but we do not understand how they arrived at their decision.  We hope that you are 
put in these positions to make the best decisions based on data.  The public meeting required by law 
did not take place because of COVID and our voice was not heard via a ZOOM meeting or 
comparable program.  It is so frustrating knowing decisions are being made that will negatively impact 
us for the rest of our life without the decision makers doing their research prior to calling for a 
vote.  Please be patient with the receipt of these emails and please give them your full attention.  This 
is just another vote to you but it is life-changing for us. 
 
A copy of the following letter and all attachments has been sent hard copy to your office. 
 
Thank you in advance, 
 
 
 
 
   

Ben Godsoe  

Chief Planner  

Land Use Planning Commission  

22 State House Station  

Augusta ME 04333-0022  

  



2

Re:  Downeast Wind Project:  T18 MD BPP Township, T24 MD BPP Township, and Town of 
Columbia; Site Law Certification SLC-14 October 13, 2021 Consideration.  

  

For several years the land owners of Schoodic Lake which is located in TS 18, the Town of Columbia 
Falls and the Town of Cherryfield, have been in contact with LUPC, DEP, IFW, the Maine Bureau of 
Health, Maine Audubon Society, Maine Historical Society, Washington County Commissioners, State 
Representatives, State Senators and the Governor of the State of Maine.  At no point have we 
received any response to our concerns expressed.  I have attached a representation of those letters 
to this request today.  Unlike Downeast Wind, we do not make a statement without siting our source 
of supporting documentation.  Please take time to research our claims.  

  

The activity from Downeast Wind with the goal or erecting 30 turbines in our backyard continues 
without our concerns being addressed at all.  If that is not the case, we would have no indication of 
otherwise given the failure of any answers to emails or letters.  

  

The proposed turbines are the tallest in the United States and pose threats as outlined in the attached 
letters.  Please take time to read our research and to consider your decision.  What is the end result 
should you approve the request for this project?  The answer is, you don’t know.  That is the reason 
this action should be halted.  Stand up and listen to the many State of Maine landowners who have 
signed this cover letter and by doing so, are making a request for you to perform your due 
diligence.  We don’t have a vote; you have all the power.  We just ask that you use it wisely.  To just 
signoff on this project is the easy decision to make.  To read all of this research and watch the 
suggested presentations is not only time-consuming but also thought provoking.  It is eye-opening 
and should cause you to give a resounding NO to Downeast Wind.  

  

Thank you in advance for giving of your time and attention to this very important, life-changing 
decision you are about to make.    

  

Attachments (emailed and sent hard copy):  

1.  Letter to Senator Susan Collins, Senator Angus King, Congresswoman Chellie Pingree, 
Congressman Jared Golden, #137 Representative Lawrence Lockman and #138 
Representative Robert Alley    

2. Letter to Maine Bureau of Health (5 pages)   

3.  Letter to Maine Department of Environmental Protection and Maine Land Use Planning 
Commission (9 pages)  

4.  Letter to Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife and Maine Audubon (7 pages)  
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5.  Letter to Washington County Commissioners, Chris Gardner, Vinton Cassidy and John 
Crowley (4 pages)  

6.  Facts about Turbines, Impact and Cost; “Food for Thought”  

7.  Letter to State of Maine Governor Janet Mills   

8.  Letter to Maine Department of Environmental Protection and Maine Land Use Planning 
Commission    

9.  Map of the Proposed Turbines in Relationship to Schoodic Lake  

10.  A Letter to the Editor in the Machias Valley News Observer   

11.  “The Extraordinary History of Columbia’s Epping Baseline” from Machias Valley News 
Observer   

12.  “Visiting the Epping Base Line with Nancy Willey Columbia’s Historic and Natural Wonder” 
from the Machias Valley News Observer   

13.  “Maine Ice Age Trail Map and Guide:  Down East” from University of Maine Climate Change 
Institute   

14.   National Register of Historic Places; Listings in Washington County, Maine (3 pages)  

15.   Letter to Maine Bureau of Health   

16.   Letter to Maine Department of Environmental Protection and Maine Land Use Planning 
Commission  

  

The first attachment is the list of all who have signed this email and letter.   
 
  

  












































































































