




























10/08/2021 

Dear Benjamin Godsoe, 

I am writing you with regard to my concerns pertaining to the Downeast Wind Farm project currently in 
development for Washington County Maine; Cherryfield, Columbia and nearby unorganized townships. 

As a 1984 Engineering graduate from Maine Maritime Academy, I have been lucky to spend nearly 30 
years of my career in power generation in both operations and management rolls here in Maine. 

I have several concerns with regard to the proposed DEW project. 

• To my knowledge, the Vestas V150 4.2 MW turbines have only been utilized by one wind farm in 
the world which isn’t located in the USA so there is very little documented history that I have 
been able to locate not only for their operational reliability but also their effects on the 
surrounding environment and dwellings in close proximity. 

• As you can see from the below, the proposed class of turbine is designed for low wind speeds. 
That said, you have to ask yourself, is it really necessary to place turbines of this design and size 
in the proposed unorganized townships in Washington county with such limited wind?     

 

• The size, as can be seen from the below, would make them an enormous eye sore to one of the 
last truly undeveloped and pristine areas in Maine. 



 

• Without having seen the project financial proforma, only edited financial statements during the 
public presentations it seems as little strange that the project has failed twice to secure a State 
of Maine renewable energy power purchase agreement. 

• I don’t see DEW as a large employer for Washington county, only ten on site jobs. No support 
was offered at the public meetings for the 84 induced jobs. Wind farms are fairly self-sustaining 
as can be eluded from only needed 10 onsite jobs. These induced jobs are more than likely 
located outside of Maine to support the operation which won’t benefit the Maine economy. 
 
The below “snip” was taken from one of the DEW presentations. 
 
 

 
 

• Generally, when project like this is in construction, the bulk of the contractors and skilled labor 
come from out of state or out of town thus providing no long-term financial gain for the area.  
 

I am not against Maine having a diverse energy portfolio, I just have an issue taking a beautiful area 
which except for during the blueberry harvest you can hear a pin drop anywhere on the barons, has 
views most people can only imagine ever seeing in their life not to mention the deer, bear, turkeys, 
eagles and song birds that have lived in the area before man and upsetting the entire eco system for a 
project that is questionable at best and what’s even worse, I don’t feel is needed or required for 
electrical grid reliability/ stability. 

 

Thank you, 

John Sawyer 


















































































































