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14.	 SUSTAINABLE	FORESTRY	PRINCIPLES	
In	response	to	our	discussion	with	LUPC	Staff	and	others	on	the	topic	of	sustainable	forestry	principles	
(a.k.a.	Outcome	Based	Forestry,	or	“OBF”),	the	Concept	Plan	has	revised	the	Sustainable	Forestry	
Principles	to	better	illustrate	the	policies	and	metrics	that	will	apply	to	forestry	in	the	Plan	area.			

• Text	Changes	in	the	Concept	Plan	
- Amend	page	19,	E,4,a	as	follows:	

a. Sustainable	Forestry	Requirements:		Forestry	activities	within	the	Plan	area	will	be	
conducted	as	follows.		

	
i. All	forest	management	activities	are	subject	to	sustainable	forest	management	

practices	that	are	based	on	ecologically	sound,	economically	appropriate,	and	
socially	responsible	outcomes	(known	as	Outcome	Based	Forestry,	or	OBF).		OBF	is	a	
program	of	the	Maine	Forest	Service,	authorized	by	statute	at	12	M.R.S.	§	8869(3-
A),	that,	among	other	things,	required	“at	least	the	equivalent	forest	and	
environmental	protection	as	provided	by	existing	rules	and	any	applicable	local	
regulations.”		These	practices	include	watercourse	and	wetland	buffer	requirements	
that	meet	or	exceed	current	Commission	and	Maine	Department	of	Environmental	
Protection	regulations,	aesthetic	timber	harvesting	practices	to	minimize	the	visual	
impact	of	harvest	operations,	maintenance	of	biological	diversity	to	maintain	
healthy	populations	of	flora	and	fauna,	and	promotion	of	overall	forest	health.		See	
Sub-Chapter	IV,	Section	10.30.		
	

ii. Forest	Management	activities	within	development	areas	will	be	required	to	use	
aesthetic	management	practices	in	the	most	highly	visible	areas,	i.e.,	hillsides	and	
viewsheds	of	the	four	lakes	and	thoroughfares.		Prior	to	any	harvesting	activity,	
Petitioners	will	identify	those	areas	that	are	considered	of	moderate	or	high	scenic	
value.		Within	these	identified	areas,	Petitioners	have	committed	to	using	selective	
harvesting	techniques	exclusively,	which	will	remove	approximately	only	30%	of	the	
standing	timber	on	an	individual	tree	basis,	retaining	the	majority	of	the	forest	
cover.		The	outcome	is	a	harvesting	operation	that	will	retain	its	aesthetic	appeal	
when	seen	from	public	viewpoints	and	provide	sufficient	buffering	to	minimize	
visual	impacts	from	ongoing	forest	management	operations.	
	

	
iii.			Forest	management	activities	in	the	Plan	area	will	only	be	conducted	in	accordance	

with	a	long-term	Forest	Management	Plan	that	will	guide	establishment	of	
sustainable	harvest	levels	and	habitat	and	biodiversity	objectives	and	constraints.		
Overall	management	activities	will	be	subject	to	independent	third-party	
verification	by	a	recognized	forestry	certification	program	(such	as	American	Tree	
Farm	System	Forest	Stewardship	Council	or	Sustainable	Forestry	Initiative).			

	
- Add	a	new	Appendix	D:	The	Forestry	Management	Plan	referenced	in	the	Conservation	

Easement	has	been	relocated	from	Volume	1	of	the	application	materials	to	Volume	2.			
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• Text	Changes	in	the	Chapter	10	
	

- Revise/replace	10.30	with	the	following:	
10.30	SUSTAINABLE	FORESTRY	MANAGEMENT	PRACTICES	

	
All	timber	harvesting	in	the	Plan	area	shall	comply,	where	applicable,	with	Section	10.27,E;	
the	provisions	of	the	agreement,	Outcome	Based	Forestry	Agreement	#	2015-1,	between	
Irving	Woodlands	LLC	and	the	Department	of	Conservation,	Maine	Forest	Service,	dated	
May	07,	2015,	as	may	be	amended	on	one	or	more	occasions	and	so	long	as	it	remains	in	
effect	(“OBF	Agreement”);	and	the	outcome-based	forestry	principles	pursuant	to	Title	12	
M.R.S.,	Section	8869,	Subsection	3-A,	as	may	be	amended	from	time	to	time	(“OBF	
Statute”).1		Where	there	is	a	conflict	among	these,	the	outcome-based	forestry	principles	
pursuant	to	Title	12	M.R.S.,	Section	8869,	Subsection	3-A,	as	may	be	amended	from	time	to	
time	shall	govern.			
	
A. Application	of	Sustainable	Forestry	Principles	

	
1. Anti-backsliding.		If	at	any	time	during	the	life	of	the	Concept	Plan	the	OBF	

Agreement	or	the	OBF	Statute	is	not	renewed	or	otherwise	no	longer	effective,	
including	if	the	land	is	sold,	the	landowner	shall	be	required	to	continue	to	meet	
standards	at	least	as	stringent	as	those	pursuant	to	the	OBF	Agreement	and	to	
develop	a	sustainable	forestry	management	plan	that	is	based	on	Sustainable	
Forestry	Principles,	the	OBF	Agreement,	and	approved	by	the	Commission,	with	
input	from	Maine	Forest	Service	and,	when	within	the	area	protected	by	the	
Conservation	Easement,	by	the	easement	holder.		The	intent	of	this	provision	is	to	
ensure	that	the	Sustainable	Forestry	Principles	within	this	Concept	Plan	remain	
effective	even	if	the	OBF	Agreement	or	OBF	Statute	is	no	longer	in	effect	to	ensure	
that	future	regulatory	provisions	are	no	less	stringent	than	those	established	in	the	
OBF	Agreement.		
	

2. Antidegradation.				Overall	levels	of	habitat	quality	achieved	within	the	Plan	area	
pursuant	to	these	Sustainable	Forestry	Management	Practices	shall	be	maintained	
and	protected,	consistent	with	the	OBF	Agreement	and	OBF	Statute.	

	
B. Goals	and	Outcomes	of	Forest	Sustainability	

	
1. Water	Quality,	Wetlands,	and	Riparian	Zones	
	

The	Plan	area	has	a	diverse	range	of	aquatic	habitats,	including	bogs,	fens,	
thoroughfares,	wetlands,	streams,	lakes,	and	ponds,	that	are	recognized	for	
their	water	quality	and	the	quality	of	their	fisheries,	their	undeveloped	
shorelines	and	riparian	areas,	and	their	ecological	values.		Forestry	activities	in	
the	Plan	area	will	meet	and	or	exceed	the	current	LUPC	or	MEDEP	standards	for	
setbacks	and	buffering	through	adoption	of	the	Addendum.			

	

                                                
1	Explanatory	note:	Timber	harvesting	in	protection	and	management	districts	is	regulated	by	the	Maine	Forest	
Service.		(See	P.L.	2001,	ch.	599.)	
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To	minimize	siltation	and	associated	water	quality	degradation,	new	forestry	
roads	shall	be	sited	to	minimize	the	number	of	stream	crossings	and	will	use	
current	LiDAR	or	comparable	data	to	make	road	layout	and	water	crossing	siting	
decisions.		Design	of	required	crossings	and	for	replacement	culverts	or	bridges	
shall	incorporate	a	15%	increase	in	flow	calculations	over	the	standard	design	
requirements	to	anticipate	the	effects	of	potential	climatic	changes	in	the	Plan	
area.			

	
2. Soil	Productivity	

	
Soil	productivity	is	important	for	regrowth	of	the	forest	resource.		Forestry	
activities	within	the	Plan	area	will	be	conducted	pursuant	to	policies	to	maintain	
or	improve	site	productivity.		This	will	include	setting	specific	policies	for	limiting	
the	total	amount	of	roads	and	landings	within	the	Plan	area	and	establishing	site	
disturbance	procedures	for	rutting.		No	more	than	5%	of	the	land	base	will	be	in	
forestry	roads	or	landings	within	the	areas	that	are	zoned	as	M-FRL-GN.		
Rutting,	which	can	cause	erosion	and	soil	compaction,	is	not	allowed	within	
watercourse	buffers.		If	rutting	begins	to	occur	during	the	operation,	the	
operation	shall	cease	until	the	problem	can	be	resolved.			Outside	of	a	water	
course	buffer,	no	more	than	30%	of	trails	shall	contain	a	rut	(ruts	are	12	inches	
deep	and	60	feet	long)	in	any	given	harvest	area.					
		

3. Timber	Supply	and	Quality	
	

The	timber	supply	within	the	Plan	area	is	diverse	and	of	high	quality.		To	help	
sustain	the	timber	supply	and	quality	silviculture,	activities	will	focus	on	stand	
tending	and	planting	programs	that	optimize	growth	and	long	term	forest	
health.		Clearcut	areas	with	good	site	productivity	will	be	replanted	to	a	variety	
of	spruce	species,	depending	on	soil	types.		Tolerant	hardwood	stands	will	be	
managed	using	selective	harvesting	to	create	uneven	aged	stands.	
	
Planting	and	tending	levels	shall	be	determined	as	part	of	a	forest	management	
plan	that	is	updated	on	a	rolling	basis.							

	
4. Aesthetic	Impacts	of	Timber	Harvesting	

	
The	Plan	area	has	scenic	qualities	and	aesthetic	values	that	are	intrinsic	to	the	
recreational	resources	and	overall	enjoyment	by	visitors.		As	part	of	the	
development	of	a	Forest	Management	Plan,	planners	shall	identify,	with	input	
from	stakeholders,	areas	that	may	have	scenic	or	aesthetic	value	in	the	areas	
that	are	targeted	for	forestry	activity.		Within	these	areas,	harvest	operations	
will	use	methods	that	minimize	the	visual	impacts.		In	addition,	all	forestry	and	
planning	staff	will	be	trained	in	methods	to	minimize	visual	impact.		

	
Forest	management	activities	within	development	areas	shall	use	aesthetic	
management	practices,	which	will	include	at	least	the	following:	
a. Areas	that	are	considered	of	moderate	or	high	scenic	value	will	be	identified	

prior	to	any	harvesting	activity;		
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b. Within	the	areas	identified	as	having	moderate	or	high	scenic	value,	only	

selective	harvesting	techniques	will	be	permitted,	which	will	limit	tree	

removal	to	approximately	30%	of	the	standing	timber	on	an	individual	tree	

basis	and	retain	the	majority	of	the	forest	cove;			
c. Screening	or	buffering,	as	necessary,	along	road	corridors	or	along	trails	to	

minimize	visual	impact	based	on	harvesting	activities	and	traffic	volumes;	

and	

d. Highly	visible	locations	(such	as	hillsides)	with	moderate	or	high	scenic	value	

will	be	modeled	to	identify	potential	visual	impacts	before	operations	begin	

and	management	planning	will	be	adjusted	to	minimize	impacts.	

	

5. Biodiversity	
	

The	Plan	area	has	a	diverse	and	extensive	range	of	wildlife,	forest,	meadow,	and	

other	terrestrial	habitats,	including	habitats	of	rare,	threatened	and	endangered	

flora	and	fauna,	natural	communities,	and	places	of	significant	ecological	value.		

The	maintenance	of	biological	diversity	with	healthy	populations	of	flora	and	

fauna	will	be	assured	through	a	variety	of	practices	including:		

	

a. Deer	Wintering	Areas	(DWAs).		Using	current	scientific	and	biological	data,	
DWAs	will	be	identified	and	managed	to	maintain	or	improve	the	quality	of	

their	habitat.		Management	of	DWAs	outside	of	State	regulated	areas	will	

continue	to	be	coordinated	with	Maine	IF&W	or	its	successor	through	

cooperative	agreements	and	partnerships.			

	

b. Late	Successional	Forest	Policy.		Currently	there	are	2,500	acres	of	late	
successional	forests	within	the	Plan	area.		These	are	important	habitats	for	

plant	and	animal	species	that	rely	on	a	mixture	of	dead	and	fallen	trees	and	

multiple	canopy	layers.		Ten	percent	of	each	of	the	5	major	stand	types	of	

concern	(old	tolerant	hardwood	stands,	old	tolerant	mixed	wood	stands,	old	

cedar	stands,	old	pine/hemlock	stands,	old	softwood	stands)	will	be	

maintained	by	acreage	in	late	successional	stage(s).					

	

c. Snag	Policy.		As	part	of	the	forest	management	and	harvesting	operations,	

portions	of	standing	dead	and	coarse	woody	debris	across	the	harvest	areas	

will	be	maintained.		Where	practicable,	trees	containing	active	stick	or	

cavity	nesting	birds,	large	hollow	trees	that	are	providing	wildlife	dens	or	

nests,	and	trees	with	decay	exhibiting	heavy	use	by	cavity	excavating	birds	

should	be	left	standing.		In	even	aged	harvesting	prescriptions,	these	trees	

could	form	the	nucleus	of	an	island.		If	these	trees	are	located	near	the	edge	

of	a	block	or	an	adjacent	riparian	zone,	small	adjustments	to	the	block	

boundary	should	be	made.	

	

d. High	Conservation	Value	Forests.		At	locations	within	the	Plan	area	that	are	
identified	as	High	Conservation	Value	Forests,	harvesting	operations	will	be	

managed	so	as	to	minimize	impacts	to	them	or	to	avoid	those	areas	

altogether.		High	Conservation	Value	Forests	are	those	that	possess	one	or	

more	of	the	following	attributes:	(1)	forest	areas	containing	globally,	
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regionally,	or	nationally	significant	concentrations	of	biodiversity	values;	(2)	
forest	areas	that	are	in	or	contain	rare,	threatened,	or	
endangered	ecosystems;	(3)	forest	areas	that	provide	basic	services	of	
nature	in	critical	situations	(e.g.,	watershed	protection	or	erosion	control);	
or	(4)	forest	areas	fundamental	to	meeting	the	basic	needs	of	local	
communities	(e.g.,	subsistence	or	health)	or	are	critical	to	local	
communities'	traditional	cultural	identity	(e.g.,	areas	of	cultural,	ecological,	
economic,	or	religious	significance	identified	in	cooperation	with	such	local	
communities).			

	
e. Important,	Rare,	Threatened,	and	Endangered	Habitats.		Within	the	Plan	

area,	there	are	areas	that	provide	important	habitat	for	rare,	threatened,	
and	endangered	species.		These	include	stick	nests,	rare	plant	sites,	and	
smelt	streams.		These	areas	will	be	managed	using	techniques	such	as,	but	
not	limited	to,	timing	of	activities,	maintaining	buffers,	and/or	avoiding	the	
area	altogether.			
	

f. Riparian	Zones.		Within	the	Plan	area	riparian	zones	will	be	maintained	to	
provide	shade	and	protection	for	lakes	and	streams.		Riparian	zones	shall	be	
a	minimum	width	of	100’	on	either	side	of	permanent	streams	and	25’	in	
width	on	either	side	of	intermittent	streams.		This	large	area	of	
interconnected	riparian	zones	also	creates	corridors	for	many	different	
species	to	utilize	for	travel	and	foraging.		

	
C. Public	Accountability	
	

Forest	management	activities	in	the	Plan	area	will	be	subject	to	third-party	verification	
by	a	recognized	forestry	certification	program	for	sustainability	(for	example,	Forest	
Stewardship	Council	or	Sustainable	Forestry	Initiative).		A	Forest	Management	Plan	must	
be	developed	and	approved	by	a	licensed	forester.		Contractors	must	employ	at	least	
one	Certified	Logging	Professional.		As	part	of	the	third	party	certification	an	annual	
audit	and	site	inspection	will	be	required	and	the	results	will	be	made	available	to	the	
public.			

	
D. Economic	Considerations	
	

The	working	forest	is	an	important	part	of	the	local	and	regional	economy.		The	majority	
of	the	Plan	area	will	remain	available	as	“working	forest”	that	contributes	to	the	overall	
local	economy,	including	businesses	like	pulp	and	paper	mills,	saw	mills,	harvesters,	and	
many	more.			

	
E. Social	Considerations	
	
	 Access	to	private	timberlands	for	hunting,	fishing,	camping,	boating,	snowmobiling,	ATV	

riding,	and	other	low-intensity	recreational	activities	is	an	intrinsic	aspect	of	the	culture	
of	Northern	Maine.		Traditionally	managed	access	for	recreational	purposes	will	
continue	as	long	as	such	uses	do	not	conflict	with	forest	management	operations	or	
landowner	values.		This	includes	adopting	the	appropriate	management	policies	for	



Fish	River	Lakes	Concept	Plan	●	Addendum	Materials																																																																																													April	2018	

14.	Sustainable	Forestry	Principals																																																																																																																																									14-6 	
  

recreational	users	(for	example,	ATV	and	snowmobile	use)	and	committing	to	allowing	
managed	access	to	the	Plan	area.		
	

F. Forest	Health	
	

Overall	forest	health	is	critical	to	the	sustainability	of	the	ecological	and	economic	
success	of	a	working	forest.		Within	the	Plan	area,	ongoing	actions	to	maintain	forest	
health	will	continue,	such	as	insect	and	disease	monitoring/management,	fire	
suppression	activities,	and	other	forest	health	actions.	
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