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Should you have any questions or request further information related to the report, please contact my office. 
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Randall A. Liberty 
Commissioner 
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Maine Batterer Intervention Programs 

This annual report regarding Maine Batterer Intervention Programs (BIPs) is provided by 

the Maine Department of Corrections (DOC) Office of Victim Services (OVS) and is presented to 

the First Regular Session of the 130th Maine Legislature (Title 34-A M.R.S.A. §1214(5)).  This is 

the eighteenth annual Batterer Intervention Program report. 

A BIP operating in the State of Maine must be certified by the DOC in order to receive 

court referrals (Title 17-A M.R.S.A. § 1804(6) and Title 19-A M.R.S.A.§ 4014).  The current 

BIP certification process is outlined under DOC rule (found on the Secretary of State website, 

section 03-201, Chapter 15).  This rule outlines the procedures and standards governing the 

certification and monitoring of the BIPs, pursuant to 19-A M.R.S.A. § 4014, and is implemented 

through the DOC’s Director of Victim Services.  The Maine legislature has recognized BIP as 

the appropriate response to domestic abuse.   Attachment A lists the currently certified BIPs 

across the State.   

Due to the state of emergency declared by the Governor on March 15, 2020 and renewed 

states of emergency declared in 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the BIPs were initially 

prohibited from holding in-person groups of 10 or more.  Subsequently, it became a health issue 

to hold in-person groups at all.  Due to this, the DOC, in consultation with the Maine 

Commission on Domestic and Sexual Abuse, submitted a rulemaking proposal to amend the rule 

to add provisions designed to help the BIPs deliver the BIP classes safely during the COVID-19 

pandemic.  The rule change, which went into effect on January 15, 2021, supports allowing BIPs 

to have alternative options for programming other than the “in-person” group format, in the 

event that the Governor has declared a State of Emergency or at the discretion of the DOC in 
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consultation with the Maine Commission on Domestic and Sexual Abuse, in order to respond to 

serious health and safety risks.  Attachment B reflects the recently amended rule. 

In 2019, as a result of Public Law 2017, Chapter 431 “An Act to Enhance Maine’s 

Response to Domestic Violence,” the DOC contracted with the Maine Coalition to End Domestic 

Violence (MCEDV) to fulfill the statutory requirements for the monies appropriated under this 

law.  MCEDV implemented a plan for the partial reimbursement of BIPs for indigent 

participation fees, implemented a plan for training programs to sustain and expand the 

accessibility of BIPs, and implemented a plan for the reimbursement of mileage expenses for 

BIP facilitators who are providing testimony and information required by the court regarding 

offender participation in certified BIP programs as a condition of release.  Attachment C reflects 

Public Law 2017, Chapter 431.   

As required in Public Law 2017, Chapter 431, a report titled “Initial Findings on the 

Effectiveness of Maine’s Certified Batterer Intervention Programs” written by MCEDV was 

submitted to the joint standing committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety.  Attachment D 

reflects the “Initial Findings on the Effectiveness of Maine’s Certified Batterer Intervention 

Programs” report.   

The OVS collects yearly data from each BIP across the State, and the data is compiled 

into a statewide total.  The 2020 enrollment and completion data includes: number of males 

reported to have enrolled in the BIPs, males reported to have completed the programs, females 

reported to have enrolled in the BIPs, and females reported to have completed the programs.  The 

male and female data submitted is reflected in Attachments E and F.   

As well, yearly data on probation conditions for 2020 was collected using the same 

criteria as used in the 2019 and 2018 reports.  It consists of offenders with a conviction for a 
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domestic violence related charge as identified in statute and with a period of probation and has 

been obtained from the DOC offender records database (CORIS).  The data includes a 

comparison of the probation conditions imposed as part of the sentence.  Probation conditions 

compared were (1) anger management counseling, anger management evaluation and/or 

domestic abuse counseling, (2) certified BIP and (3) psychological counseling.  Currently, there 

is no simple way to determine why BIP is not ordered as part of any sentence.  Also, the DOC is 

not able to provide data regarding those ordered to attend BIP due to deferred disposition, as 

mandated by Department of Health and Human Services, or by way of a referral source other 

than the DOC.  

 

The chart and graph below reflect 418 male probationers with a domestic violence 

conviction statewide with a total of 532 conditions.   

Condition Count 
Approx. 
Percent 

Anger Management Counseling & Evaluation and Domestic Abuse Counseling 35 7% 

Batterer Intervention Program 369 69% 

Psychological Counseling 128 24% 

Total Male Conditions 532 100% 

Total Male Probationers 418   
   

 
 

 

 

 



4 | P a g e  
 

The chart and graph below reflect 36 female probationers with a domestic violence 

conviction statewide with a total of 46 conditions.   

Condition Count 
Approx. 
Percent 

Anger Management Counseling & Evaluation and Domestic Abuse Counseling 6 13% 

Batterer Intervention Program 18 39% 

Psychological Counseling 22 48% 

Total Female Conditions 46 100% 

Total Female Probationers 36   

 

The chart below reflects the three-year percentage comparison of each condition according 

to each male condition ordered.    

Condition 
Count 
2018 

Count 
2019 

Count 
2020 

Anger Management Counseling & Evaluation and Domestic Abuse Counseling 8% 6% 7% 

Batterer Intervention Program 65% 69% 69% 

Psychological Counseling 27% 25% 24% 

Total Male Conditions 100% 100% 100% 

 

The chart below reflects the three-year percentage comparison of each condition according 

to each female condition ordered. 

Condition 
Count 
2018 

Count 
2019 

Count 
2020 

Anger Management Counseling & Evaluation and Domestic Abuse Counseling 19% 15% 13% 

Batterer Intervention Program 31% 42% 39% 

Psychological Counseling 51% 42% 48% 

Total Female Conditions 100% 100% 100% 
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The domestic violence crime types used to calculate the 2020 data were taken from the 

Maine Statutory Citation Table for SBI reporting.  Attachment G reflects the crime types taken 

from the Maine Statutory Citation Table for SBI Reporting. 

 As previously noted in the 2018 annual report regarding Maine Batterer Intervention 

Programs: 

Public Law 2017, chapter 105 amended Title 17-A MRSA §1151, by adding sub-§9, to 

state that an additional purpose of the Maine Criminal Code is “to recognize domestic 

violence as a serious crime against the individual and society and to recognize batterers’ 

intervention programs certified pursuant to Title 19-A, section 4014 as the most 

appropriate and effective community intervention in cases involving domestic violence.” 

 

(This has since been renumbered as §1501(9), as a result of the revision of the Criminal Code in 

2019.) 

It further added a new provision, 17-A MRSA §1204, sub-§ 6, to require a court to 

provide justification when participation in a batterers’ intervention program is not 

ordered as a condition of probation in sentencing a person for a domestic violence crime.  

This same provision requires a prosecuting attorney to provide justification when 

participation in a batterers’ intervention program as a condition of probation is not 

recommended in a plea agreement for a person convicted of a domestic violence crime.    

 

(This has since been renumbered as §1807(4), as a result of the revision of the Criminal Code in 

2019.)  Attachment H includes these new provisions.   

Since the implementation of this statute, the Judicial Branch has added a form to be used 

to provide the justification when participation in a batterers’ intervention program is not 

recommended by the prosecutor.  Below is the number of forms submitted to the Court by 

prosecuting attorneys in 2019 and in 2020.  The reasons for not ordering certified BIP were not 

tracked by the Court.  Attachment I reflects the form used. 

  2019 2020 

Statements of Prosecuting Attorneys Regarding Batterers Intervention 65 29 
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Finally, as recognized by the legislature, CBIPs are the most appropriate and effective 

response to domestic abuse, and we need to continue to support referrals to BIPs over any other 

form of intervention.  Other forms of intervention such as anger management and individual 

counselling are not appropriate referrals for domestic abuse.  Effective BIPs, as part of a 

Coordinated Community Response, can assist domestic abuse offenders to be non-abusive 

members of their family and the community without overcrowding our jails and DOC 

institutions. 

 This concludes this year’s report.  




































































































































































































