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BROADBAND GRANTS ANNOUNCEMENT
The ConnectMaine Authority seeks applications to the Community Broadband Planning Grants
Program from groups interested in expanding broadband service to their communities.
Broadband service enables civic and cultural participation, employment, lifelong learning and access
to essential services. These grants are funded through assessments or surcharges on certain
communications, video and internet service bills. Along with other sources of funds, ConnectMaine
anticipates awarding about $200,000 for broadband planning activities through June 2022.
Planning grants are awarded to develop plans for expanding the availability of broadband service,
and to produce strategies for digital equity and inclusion. Municipalities, groups of municipalities,
counties, or community organizations that provide local or regional economic development
programs, are eligible to apply.
The planning grants program incentivizes collaboration among multiple communities, in part
because the community planning process is a significant undertaking. Collaboration can bring
additional resources, volunteers and community support to the planning effort, and it also improves
the viability of eventual expansion of broadband networks in the area. Regional projects will be
more competitive.
The ConnectMaine Community Broadband Planning Grants Program is designed to get
communities ready to pursue future opportunities for broadband expansion, by committing to firm
milestones to expand broadband in a way that reflects the community’s vision and goals.
Communities that go through a community-driven broadband planning process are situated well to
apply for future infrastructure grants. Community-Driven Broadband Projects seek to widely expand
infrastructure for equitable access to affordable and reliable internet service that meet the current
and future broadband needs of Mainers.
More information and applications can be found on the ConnectMaine website:
www.maine.gov\connectme. Please direct any questions to ConnectMaine staff. The mission of
ConnectMaine is to facilitate the universal availability of broadband to all Maine households and
businesses, and to promote the valuable role it can play in enriching their lives and helping their
communities thrive.
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