Phillip Lindley

Executive Director

ConnectME Authority

78 State House Station

Augusta ME 04333-0078
Dear Mt Lindley,

For some time now, Aroostook County Farm Bureau has been working to identify key infrastructure shortcomings which are having a major negative impact on local farmers and rural businesses.  Gaining access to broadband internet is clearly one of the greatest challenges facing Aroostook farmers and rural businesses geographically distant from population centers. ACFB believes broadband access is essential for farmers and rural businesses to remain viable and competitive in today’s changing economy.
Our work is ongoing.  Our initial efforts have identified nine locations in five Aroostook towns in which farmers and businesses lack necessary broadband.  Working with Don Flewelling of Pioneer Broadband we have identified from these, two of the most viable projects.

1. The first project is the Center Limestone Road Project in which numerous farmers and rural businesses will be served.  We understand Pioneer Broadband has already submitted  a proposal to ConnectME for this project.  ACFB offers our strong endorsement to this project.  
2. The second project is Kinney Road, Bridgewater Project (Kinney Rd is the townline road between Bridgewater and TDR2 at the west end of Bootfoot Road in Bridgewater). There, two businesses and a residence lack terrestrial broadband. This cluster lacking access is just 3200 feet from a Fair Point fiber optic line installed December 2012 which runs from US Rte 1 along Bootfoot and Number Nine Mountain Roads to cell phone towers atop Number Nine Mountain. The project has overwhelming local commitment and the support of officials from the Town of Bridgewater and the Northern Maine Development Commission. The project is looking for broadband service providers.  Project cost is estimated to be $10,000 which would include local cost shares in addition to ConnectME funds. 

 ACFB will coordinate this project and we offer our strong endorsement. 
Please strongly consider these two projects for 2014 funding.

Sincerely,

Jim Gerritsen, Chair

Technology Infrastructure Committee

Aroostook County Farm Bureau

744 Main Street #12

Presque Isle, ME 04769

(207)429-0943

