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February 26, 2016
On behalf of the ConnectME Authority, I am pleased to announce the first grant round of our Community Broadband Planning Grant program.  The authority provides funds for broadband planning grants to municipalities, groups of municipalities or nonprofit local or regional community organizations that are providing local or regional economic development programs to develop plans to expand the availability of broadband services in unserved and underserved areas. 

With this first round, we are measuring the amount of interest in the program by the amount and content of applications received. The authority will evaluate interest in the Community Broadband Planning Grant program and the Infrastructure Grant program before deciding the amount of grant funding that will be allocated to each initiative. 
We require that prospective applicants submit a precertification checklist. A community may submit the precertification checklist to ConnectME at any time, even at the same time as the Community Broadband Planning Grant Application. Once certified, a community will be eligible to participate in the competitive process to receive funds from the authority for a Community Broadband Planning Grant. The community will also be listed on the Authority’s website as a Precertified Community. 
Please review the ConnectME Authority Statute, at http://www.maine.gov/connectme/. Pay particular attention to Section 9217, which describes requirements of plans, distribution of grants, precertification and limitations on matching funds.   Details of the Community Broadband Planning Grant Program can be located at http://maine.gov/connectme/grants/ .
  The Maine State Legislature recognizes the importance of making assisting communities in planning for broadband services throughout our entire State.  
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