TO:

All State Agencies
FROM:
Ryan Low, Commissioner



Department of Administrative & Financial Services

RE:

Budget Orders

DATE:

October 14, 2008

cc:

Service Center Directors

As you are aware, we remain deeply concerned about our fiscal environment and are taking steps to ensure that spending remains within our resources. Toward that end, I have instructed the Budget Office to immediately institute much stricter scrutiny of all submitted Budget Orders, particularly those related to the General Fund. Policy dictates that no such Orders will be submitted during the first month of a quarter (like October); still the Budget Office received a considerable number of such submissions last week. Unless you are facing a dire emergency, please refrain from submitting further Orders until November. If there is an emergent situation, please provide the Budget Office and me with an explanation of the situation and the consequences that will ensue if the Order is not processed. Please note, if you are responsible for an agency that does not request Budget Orders, this change in practice will not impact you. 
Effective immediately, all Budget Orders submitted will be subject to a review by both the State Budget Officer and me. Budget Orders will require both Ellen’s signature and my own in order to move forward. If it is determined that an Order will not be processed, you will receive notification of such from the Budget Office.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation and patience.

